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LEONARD STOCK 
(1922-1941) 

 
In May 1941, nineteen year-old Leonard Albert Stock said goodbye to Margery Kirby as he 
left Montreal enroute to Halifax. He fully expected to see his high school sweetheart again 
soon. But once he left Halifax, he never returned to Canada and never saw Margery again.  

Len Stock and his older sister Sybil spent their early 
years in a house at 101 Front Street which looked out 
on the Thames River. In the spring of 1937, shortly 
after Len had graduated from Tecumseh Public 
School, the Thames overflowed its banks in a 
historically large and destructive flood.  Many 
families, including the Stocks, had to flee their 
homes. The City of London provided land on higher 
ground for the stricken families, and the Stocks were 
re-located to 59 Raywood Avenue. It was from this 
new home that both Len and Sybil completed their 
high school education at South Collegiate.  
Len Stock was a tall, blue-eyed young man, 
handsome and fun-loving. Early in life he developed 
a love of fishing and gardening. He demonstrated the latter while still in public school. The 
London Horticultural Society held an annual junior competition to encourage interest in their 
club. Out of all the children at Tecumseh Public School who entered, Len won first prize, a 
source of great pride. When he began high school in 1935, he also showed a flair for music. 
He played trombone in the school orchestra, even going to the Stratford Festival of Music in 
1937. He got good marks academically, and also found time to play on the South hockey 
team. Plus, it was also at South, that he met and started dating Margery Kirby.  

For much of his early life, Len had been interested in becoming a pilot, so after graduating 
from high school in 1940, and with the defence of Britain becoming a real issue, the Royal 
Canadian Air Force was a natural decision. Unfortunately, his dream was not to be, since his 
landings were too erratic to become a pilot. He was trained as an Observer, and received his 
“wings” at the Fingal Bombing School, near St. Thomas, on March 15, 1941.  

On May 21, he boarded the liner California in Halifax harbour and sailed with 
twenty-eight other ships in a convoy to England. Upon arrival, he was 
assigned to the 102 Squadron of the RAF at their training base at Topcliffe in 
northeast England (map page 140). This squadron, whose Latin motto 
translates to “Attempt and achieve”, had been involved in strategic bombing 
since the first days of the War. They flew nightly raids on continental targets 
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in Armstrong Whitworth Whitley 
bombers out of the Topcliffe base
(until they moved later in the war to 
a base at Kinloss, Scotland). The 
Whitley was one of three British  
twin-engined medium bombers that 
were in service with the RAF at the 
beginning of WW II.  

After much anticipation, Leonard, in 
the role of an observer/gunner, left 
for his first operational mission on 
September 7, 1941, over the Dusseldorf/Duisberg area of Germany… never to return. His 
bomber was shot down over the Holland-German border, and Leonard and his crewmates 
were all killed. They were laid to rest together in Germany, but did not rest there for long. 
After the war ended, Leonard and the rest of the crew were moved to a small graveyard in 
Holland, where a young Dutch couple looked after Len’s grave. It was common practice for 
the Dutch people to care for the gravesites of Canadians in military cemeteries – a sort of 
“adoption” of those they considered their liberators. A letter sent to the Stock family in June 
1950 by the Dutch couple looking after Leonard’s grave contained the following words: 

“...It is normal that we do what we are able to do for a mother and father that lost their son for our 
libera on. I should like to be able to do more than what I am doing now.” 

Later on, the Canadian Government created a new military cemetery and Leonard Albert 
Stock found his final resting place at Eindhoven General Cemetery, Woensel, 
Netherlands.    
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