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South Collegiate Alumni Association                      
Fall 2012 

 

LIONS’ PRIDE 
 

Virtus Repulsae Nescia Sordidae 

Celebrate South as you 
recall some great memo-
ries and create some last-
ing new ones…    
 

MAY 24 - 26, 2013 
 
For some, this may be your fourth South 
Reunion (50th in 1978, the 60th in 1988, 
the 75th in 2003, and now the 85th ).  For 
others it may be the first.  But whether 
you graduated in 1938 or 2012, this Re-
union promises to be a special event.  
Not many high schools in this province 
can boast such a proud tradition of aca-
demic, athletic, musical and artistic ex-
cellence.  While I expect most of us have 
a few experiences we might prefer to 
forget, I’m sure we also have many won-
derful memories that we will cherish for-
ever.   
 
Here are some of the activities and 
events that you have to look forward to 
next May… 
 
Decade Rooms: As at previous reun-
ions, there will be designated “decade 
rooms” at the school where alumni can 
peruse some special displays and meet 
up with old friends and fellow alumni of a 
similar “vintage”.  Note: Some classes, 
especially those celebrating a special 
year, like the class of 1963, (See the 
item on page 12) may even opt to have 
their own meeting room at the school. 
 
Decade Mini-Shows: Starting at 7 PM 
on Friday and continuing on Saturday, a 
number of short decade-based musical 
comedies will be entertaining audiences 
in South’s Atrium.  These shows will be 
written and performed by South’s senior 

drama class, using archive material 
available at the school.  If you have any 
special memories that you think should 
be included in one of the decade shows, 
please send us an outline and we’ll pass 
it along. 
 
“Return to Class”: Relive your school 
days by attending one or two of a variety 
of classes taught by former South teach-
ers.  Two classes on Saturday: 10:30 
AM and 1:30 PM.  (Advance registration 
required. Watch for further details.)  
I doubt there is a single graduate who 
would not be able to name at least one 
exceptional teacher… someone who had 
a long-lasting and often profound influ-
ence on his/her life.  That’s why this 
unique Reunion activity is certain to be 
popular. 
 
Reach for the Top Competition: Many 
of you will no doubt remember the tele-
vised competition, which was moderated 
for several years by former South His-
tory Head, Steve Officer (1972-96).  
Since 1973, when the competition first 
started, South has had many exceptional 
“Reach for the Top” teams.  A list of 
these is currently posted on the SCAA 
website: www.southalumni.ca.  We are 
asking alumni who were members of any 
one of these teams to register for our 
reunion competition that will pit previous 
teams against one another to determine 
which team deserves the title of South’s 
“All-time Best”.  Registration for this 
event will take place on the Reunion 
website www.south1928.ca or the 
Telephone hotline: 519-452-2860, op-
tion 6. 
 
Volleyball Tournaments:  For more 
“serious” players, there will be a tourna-
ment involving members of former 
school volleyball teams.  For pure fun, 

however, a “beach ball” tournament is 
also being planned, open to any inter-
ested alumni.  Registration for both 
events will be available on the Reunion 
website or the Telephone hotline.  
 
Band Practice, Dance Class and Choir 
Practice are also part of Saturday’s day-
time schedule. 
 
Saturday Gala: No reunion would be 
complete without a Saturday evening 
Dinner & Dance.  This gala celebration 
will take place at London’s downtown 
Convention Centre, from 6:30 to mid-
night.  It promises to be quite a night!  
 
And a  special event for former staff...  
 

Teachers’ Luncheon: Don't forget to 
highlight Sunday, May 26, 12 noon in 
the South Cafeteria. That's the Teach-
ers' Lunch.   It’s your opportunity to re-
live the good old days with your former 
colleagues (and perhaps compare "Rae 
Days" to Bill 115!!) 
 

SEE YOU THERE !! 
 
More information on Reunion events on 
page 2… 

THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS… SOUTH TURNING 85! 
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“Prowl the Pride” 
 
Rediscover the unique neighbourhood that is 
Old South.  Reminisce as you revisit childhood 
haunts.  Discover what has changed and what 
has remained essentially the same. 
 

Two self-guided walks (or drives) are being 
planned for your reunion enjoyment.  A perfect 
activity for the final Sunday afternoon or during 
any break from scheduled activities.  Keep the 
guide booklet (to be included in the registration 
package) as a souvenir and enjoy the walks 
on future trips to London. 
 

Use the map at the right to see the proposed 
routes of the two walks. 
 
Walk #1: Wortley Village Walk 
 

This walk goes down Gerrard to Grand, to 
Ridout, down Elmwood to Wortley and through 
the commercial stretch of Wortley Village.  
Turning left at Askin, the walk continues to 
Teresa, to Bruce, east to Cathcart, south to Duchess, east to Wortley, and south to Briscoe.  After one block on Briscoe, the 
route jogs to Baker, down Baker to Belgrave and back to the school.   
EDITOR’S NOTE:  The route of this walk seems particularly appropriate, given the fact that final approval is now in the works 
for the creation of a Wortley Village-Old South Heritage Conservation District, that will help preserve the special and 
unique nature of this area.  
  
Walk #2: Tecumseh Trail Walk 
 

This walk goes east on Tecumseh, jogs on Langley then continues down Tecumseh to High Street.  Turning left on High, it 
goes to McClary, before returning south along High to Emery (with an optional loop around Frank Place), west on Emery to 
Lyndhurst, then left at Windsor, right on Belgrave, right on Baker, and back on Langley to Tecumseh and the school.   
 

The detailed Walks Guide that you will find in your registration packages will highlight whatever interesting information we can 
gather about the buildings along the route.  It will highlight, of course, some of the most significant historical and architectural 
features, but since these walks are aimed specifically at South alumni, we also want to gather details that will be of particular 
interest to alumni, that will connect the buildings along the routes to South and its students.  And this is where, we NEED 
YOUR HELP.  After studying the routes of the two walks, we would like you to submit any information that you think would 
make an interesting addition to the guidebook.  You may share this information by emailing me directly: Connie Weir at 
cjweir2@gmail.com or by phone: 519-438-0906. 
  
FINAL NOTE: 
Reunion Brochures are ready for printing and will be mailed out shortly along with registration forms.  Online registration has 
already begun.  Just check out our website: www.south1928.ca.  Hotline# 519-452-2860, option 6.  

ANOTHER REUNION HIGHLIGHT….  South Alumni Stage Band 
 

A South Alumni Stage Band was formed recently and rehearsals are underway for their “debut” 
performance at South’s 85th.  The band currently has a saxophone section featuring Ron Webb ('56), 
Ken McLagan ('75), Neil Harrington ('47), and Sam Wendt (staff, '82-'95), a trumpet section featuring 
Bill Davies (staff, '71-'80), Marty Verweel ('69), Bill Culp (’66) and Michael Tomlinson ('61), with 
Peter Martin ('77) on trombone and Ian Currie ('73) on drums.  Bob (Doc) Livingston (’42), who 
played in Johnny Downs’ band for many years, will be playing bass.  Bill Fleming (’62) and Dave 
Elston (staff 1982-2003) may also be joining us on trombone.   The youngest member present was 
Kaitlyn McLagan, who will graduate from South next spring, on vocals. That represents an amazing 66 
year age-range for the group! 
 

The band is hoping to play one or more sets at the 85th reunion dinner/dance and possibly at other 
events during the reunion weekend, depending on where the organizing committee can fit us in. 

 

Our next rehearsal will be Friday, November 16th at 3pm in the South music room.   
 

Alumni from any year are welcome to come out.  E-mail pmartin16@cogeco.ca for more information. 
 

Pete Martin (‘77) 
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      Commencement 
 

South’s annual fall Commencement Ceremony was held on Thursday, October 4th.  165 graduates 
were recognized and welcomed as new members in the Alumni Association, with Michelle Paonessa 
(Valedictorian) accepting the position of 2012 Alumni Class Representative.  SCAA Treasurer, and 
retired math teacher, Andrea (Fewster) Manias, presented the 75th Anniversary Award to staff 
member Martha St. Pierre (article above).  Alumni Awards were also presented to the 23 students who 
earned a minimum average of 90%.  Steven Buckrell was the Scholar of the Year award winner, 
while Jeanette Evans won the Scholarship and Participation Award.    
   
          Congratulations to the 2012 graduates! 

75th Anniversary Award Winner: Martha St. Pierre 
 
Martha St. Pierre is the tenth staff member to be recognized for her 
contributions “to making South a quality school”.  As in previous years, 
the decision was not an easy one.  All eight nominees demonstrated the 
kind of commitment and service to the school that would have made him/
her a worthy winner.    
Martha, however, did stand out as a particularly deserving candidate, 
being nominated by four different teachers this year.  Each of them 
praised her for her positive attitude, hard work and dedication.   
 
“She has a firm, positive manner with both staff and students. Martha 
loves teaching and it shows.” 
 
“She is a caring, conscientious teacher – a positive force on our staff.” 
 
“She is a dedicated teacher EVERY DAY!” 
 
And most eloquent of all was the following tribute: 
 
“Martha’s quiet, calm and generous nature often means she flies under 
the radar.  She is a teacher who remains dedicated to holding the highest 
academic expectations of her students as well as a deep regard for their personal well-being in terms of body and mind.  She 
continues to be inspired by life and to inspire others to have the highest respect for themselves, others and life-long learning.  
Martha finds joy and energy in giving.  Over the years Martha has been a positive, nurturing force in the lives of those around 
her.” 
 
It’s very clear from the above comments that Martha is highly esteemed by her colleagues and a worthy award winner.  In her 
numerous years teaching in the English and French Departments, she has earned the respect of both staff and students.  
Outside of the classroom, she has been involved with a number of activities, including The Oracle (student newspaper), the 
Energy Club, Brain Gym and Healing Touch. 
 
Martha is retiring at the end of this year and it’s safe to say that she’ll be missed by many…   
 
by Connie (Woods) Weir (’66)  

UPCOMING EVENT… Annual Alumni Basketball Game 
 
Friday, January 25 (2013) 
Game Time: 8:00 pm (South Gym) 
All former Lions players welcome to play (contact petetelford@sympatico.ca) 
Spectator charge - $2 

Martha (on right) receiving her award at Commencement from 
SCAA Treasurer and former South teacher, Andrea Manias  
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Move Uncovers Some Interesting Alumni Material 
 
When the SCAA archives were moved into a different room at the school, it necessitated a bit of “housekeeping” and 
Association President, Pete Telford uncovered some material mailed to the school in 1991.   
 

The “found” material contained a letter, written by Alan Magill, the son of South grad, Paul Magill, class of 1935, an article 
from the Jewish Times, written after Paul’s death, and a piece written by Paul himself, entitled “Excerpt of Memoirs”. 
 
In his letter written Oct. 7, 1991, Alan reported that his father had been killed the previous July in an automobile accident.   He 
noted that although his father had lived in the United States since 1941, he had made numerous trips back to London, 
including trips to attend South’s 50th and 60th Reunions (1978 and 1988).  He also noted that in the memoirs his father had 
written, he spoke highly of his London experience, including his years at South.  Alan had included a copy of his father’s 
memoirs, hoping that there might be a suitable format, such as an alumni newsletter, in which to publish it.  
 
At the time Alan Magill sent his letter, there was no Alumni Association let alone an alumni newsletter. But now, 21 years later 
there is both, so, as the saying goes… better late than never.  I realize that there are probably only a few South grads still alive 
who may remember Paul Magill, but that doesn’t mean his story isn’t worth telling…. 
 
Based on the newspaper article that son Alan sent, I concluded that Paul Magill would be remembered more for the work that 
he didn’t get paid for, than for the work that he did.  “My father always lived by the volunteer’s creed.  He loved his family and 
created a balance between his devotion to us and his ability to reach out and help others.”    
 
In the one page prologue to his memoirs, entitled “Mr. Anybody”, Paul introduces himself:  
 

“My life, of course, has been rather mundane.  I never became a public figure.  My only claim to being “counted” is that, in a 
world that has become overwhelming material-minded and corrupt, I have never  deviated from a single-minded purpose, that 
began in my childhood, and carried through to later years.  I have always been determined to lead as dedicated and honest a 
life as I possibly could.  I have always had to earn my way.  Honesty has been the centerpiece of my existence.” 
 
Nothing illustrates the truth of the above assertion better than an anecdote a couple of pages further on.  In this anecdote, Paul 
Magill remembers how, as a 12-year-old, in 1931, he and a friend were hired to deliver 500 advertising handbills, for which 
they were to be paid $2 each.  It was an especially bitter winter day, however, and his friend decided it was too cold to do the 
job and threw his flyers down a sewer drain.  After trying to extricate as many of these flyers as he could, Paul proceeded to 
deliver his friend’s as well as his own.  His friend derided him for being naïve and stupid, wondering why he had done it, since 
the company would never know if the flyers hadn’t been delivered anyway.  Paul replied,  “But I’ll know!”  

 

Paul also recalls a memory from 
1935, when he was a senior 
student at South.  He wanted to try 
out for both the hockey and football 
teams, but a friend told him there 
was no point because he was too 
small (only 160 pounds).  Paul had 
tried out the previous year and not 
made it but this year, due to his 
“quickness and agility” he proved 
his friend wrong and made both 
teams.  Unfortunately, in his first 
football game he broke his wrist 
trying to block a pass and spent the 
next 5 weeks in a cast.  His football 
season was over, but he did 
manage to play the last four games 
of the hockey schedule and scored 
the winning goal in the final game.  
 
He concludes the section on his 
childhood with the following words: 

 
At an early age, I learned that if one puts forth an honest and conscientious effort into any endeavor, one will attain a certain 
measure of success.  Too, one will earn the admiration and respect of the people one deals with in everyday life.” 
 
It seems to me that these are things that we all believe, or at least want to, so hopefully we can draw some inspiration at  
seeing them expressed here. 
 
Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)  FINAL NOTE:  Using the contact information sent in his letter 21 years ago, we were able to 
reach Alan Magill by phone.  He was quite excited about the prospect of receiving the newsletter and the article about his dad.   

FORM 5A, CLASS OF 1935 
Paul Magill is the dark-haired student fourth from the left in the middle of the back row  
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UPDATE ON RECENT SCAA ACTIVITIES… 
 

The “Beautification Project” begins with…  A PRUNING BEE! 
 
On two evenings in late September, four members of the SCAA executive, along with two of their willing spouses, met at 
South to tackle a long overdue yard cleanup.  Armed with hoes, rakes, saws and pruners, they attacked the overgrown beds, 
shrubs and trees at the front and side of the school.  Organized by Knute Dohnberg, an SCAA Director, the “work crew” 
consisted of Knute, his wife Darlene Lashbrook (who just happens to run her own gardening business – see note below), 
Pete Telford, Mike Bloxam, and Connie Weir and her husband, Doug.  Also joining us for an hour on the last night was South 
Principal, Catherine Davidson.  Although we didn’t get everything done that we wanted to, the difference that we made in 
just a few hours was striking, and also very rewarding.  As Knute commented afterwards, “What makes this so unusual, is 
that a bunch of volunteers (alumni) decided to take matters into their own hands, after seeing the landscaping around the 
school had been totally neglected for years, with everything gradually getting overgrown.  Of course, union contracts with the 
maintenance staff had to be diplomatically sidestepped, not to mention the liability concerns of the TVDSB.  But we finally got 
the go-ahead from the South principal, and after two evenings of work, we produced a landscaping change that would have 
cost hundreds of dollars if done by professionals.”   (See page 8 for photographs of the clean-up.) 
 

NOTE: Curb Appeal (darlene@primus.ca) does 'Outdoor Staging' for realtors and garden design and maintenance for the 
general public.   

FINAL NOTE: There will be more work to do in the spring.  We have a month of spring gardening weather, before the 
Reunion at  the end of May, to finish the cleanup, plant some flowers, etc.  If you’re interested in helping just let us know.  
E-mail us at contact@southalumni.ca  

Artist Anna P. Baker (’46) was first 
honoured by South when she was 
posthumously inducted as the first member 
of the school's Hall of Fame, as part of its 
60th-anniversary celebrations in 1988.  Just 
three years previously, she had lost her life 
to cancer at the young age of 56.  Although 
she was widely respected as an artist of 
great talent, life-long friend and fellow 
South grad, Beryl (Rafuse) Hutchinson 
(’46) felt Anna was not as well known in 
this country as she deserved to be: "She 
was quite a lady. She was a genius."     

 

So Beryl, with the help of her publishing-saavy granddaughter, Roz 
Hermant, set about producing a book about her artist friend.  Based 
not only on her own personal recollections, but on Baker’s letters 
and other biographical material, Beryl’s book, World of Fantasy, 
The Life and Art of Anna P. Baker, creates a fascinating portrait of 
the artist, illustrated with dozens of colour reproductions of her work, 
as well as photos from her early life.   
 

Beryl and Anna first met in elementary school when they played on the same girls’ baseball team.  At South, Anna was an 
excellent student academically, a fine athlete and a drummer in the school orchestra.  Her interest in art blossomed when she 
went to Beal in 1944-45, studying art under Herb Ariss.  Her skill as a cartoonist led to an interview for a possible career with 
Disney Studios, an offer which was declined because of Anna’s interest in continuing her education.  Back at South in 1945-46, 
Anna won the school’s Gold Medal in Art as well as the Bradshaw Memorial Prize in Art.     
 

As a student at Western in the late forties, Anna’s interest in athletics and art both continued to flourish.  In 1951, after 
completing her degree at Western, Anna moved to Chicago to attend the prestigious Art Institute of Chicago.  It was here, as 
Beryl’s book says, that Anna “truly started to develop her signature style and began her life as a professional artist.”   
 

Although Anna never returned to live in Canada, spending the last thirty years of her life in the small Vermont town of Barton, 
she did return to Canada regularly for private and gallery sales of her work, often spending time at the Hutchinson home in 
London.  Perhaps this is why a number of Anna’s paintings have local themes, including the cover art, entitled London Airport – 
1910.  Another of Anna’s paintings, The Taming of the Shrew, was donated to South shortly after her death, a proud part of the 
Hall of Fame display. 
 

Now South is fortunate to have been given a copy of this beautiful book, which brings to light her remarkable story and 
brilliance as an artist. 
 
World of Fantasy is available locally at Oxford Books, 262 Piccadilly St.  For online orders go to www.annabaker.net.  
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    IN LOCAL NEWS…. 
   
 

 
Heather (Halcrow) Colfax (’63) was featured in an article in London Community News (May 24/12) describing her hobby 
making teddy bears out of old fur coats.  In the past fifteen years, Heather has made hundreds of bears, most often as 
treasured keepsakes for people who have brought her furs that belonged to close family members.  She also sells her bears at 
a few area craft shows.   

 
Catherine Charlton (’63) is a member of the Monarchist League of Canada who helped organize London’s 
celebration to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  in Victoria Park on June 3rd.  The event included a D-Day 
memorial, military bands and a 2.5 meter cake.    
 

Paul Cocker (’64) was inducted into the London and District Business Hall of Fame at a ceremony on Oct. 25th, 2012 at 
the London Convention Centre.  Paul is President and CEO of McKay-Cocker Construction Ltd., a London-based company co-
founded by his father, Herb Cocker, in 1947.  The company has a proud history in London, completing such construction 
projects as the Downtown YMCA, London Police Headquarters, Market Tower, and, more recently, the Sarnia Road bridge 
replacement and the new Goodwill Industries Head Office on Horton Street.  Beyond his role as company president, Paul has 
held a variety of committee and volunteer positions, including being Director of the London Chapter of the Ontario Heart Fund, 
Chair of Fanshawe’s Technical Advisory Board, board member of the Alzheimer Society and Ontario Hydro, and a passionate 
supporter of Habitat for Humanity.  Paul, a 1970 engineering graduate of Ryerson University, received another honour this year 
when he was awarded Ryerson’s 2012 Alumni Award of Distinction.  
 
Marty Thrasher (’69) was featured in a full page BIZ Monday profile (LFP, Aug. 27/12).  Referred to as a “globe-hopping 
executive”, Marty built a career in various senior positions with some of the world’s largest food companies, including Club 
House, Campbell’s and ConAgra Foods.  These positions led to numerous business moves, to places like Melbourne, 
Australia; Brussels, Belgium; and Omaha, Nebraska.  With children and grandchildren living in Canada, however, Marty and 
his wife Suzanne (Hart) Thrasher (’69) decided a few years ago that “it was time to come home”, first to Toronto and more 
recently to London.   He launched FMT Consulting (for Francis Martin Thrasher) and remains active as the Chair of the 
London Economic Development Corp. which oversees the attraction of new, and the growth of existing London industry.    
 
Kirtley Jarvis (’71) was one of the featured artists in a recent show at The Art Exchange in Wortley Village.  The Old 
South Beal Alumni Show (Kirtley also studied at Beal), showcased the talent and diversity of artists living in Old South.   
Although she grew up in a small northern Ontario mining town, Kirtley moved to London when she was 14. For more than 25 
years, she has lived in a riverside cottage just north of the forks with her husband, Herman Goodden (’72), a freelance writer.  
She has been exhibiting award-winning textile work in galleries across Canada since 1977 and has work in private collections 
and at the London Board of Education, Museum London and Cambridge Galleries.   
 
Iris Turcott (’72) has turned her love of drama, first nurtured as a student at South, into a 
satisfying theatrical career.  For more than 20 years, she has had the title of “Dramaturge”, first at 
The Canadian Stage Company (Toronto), and now at Factory Theatre.  In an article in The 
Londoner (Mar 15/12), Iris described her role as someone who helps people make theatre.  “I work 
with writers from conceiving an idea right down to production.”  She worked with award-winning 
playwright, Daniel MacIvor, on his new play The Best Brothers that premiered at Stratford this 
summer.  She also worked on Bingo, another recent MacIvor play, for a staged reading directed by 
Don Fleckser (‘54) at the Palace Theatre last March.  In addition to this, Iris is a guest teacher for 
the National Theatre School’s playwriting program.    
 
John Gerry (’73) is another grad who caught “the theatre bug” while growing up in London.  Gerry, who is directing London 
Community Players’ production of To Kill A Mockingbird at the Palace Theatre this season (Feb. 22 – Mar. 2) was profiled in 
the August issue of LCP’s newsletter, Playback.   “John’s long and richly varied acting/directing vocation has remained a 
passionate hobby.  He is always taking care to balance his demanding professional career, at Western University, with his 
lifetime interest in all aspects of theatre.  In addition to his work with other theatre groups, John is proud of his role as co-
founder of Fountainhead Theatreworks in 1999.  As artistic director, John has overseen such notable productions as Driving 
Miss Daisy, The Laramie Project, Angels In America, Sylvia and Our Town.  

 
Lisa Shackleton (’90), founder and owner of the Yoga Shack in Wortley Village has received yet another 
honour.  She was selected by The King’s College Alumni Association as the recipient of the 2012 Alumni 
Award of Distinction.  When not busy with her business and teaching obligations, Lisa donates her time to 
Junior Achievement and Shad Valley, a summer enrichment program for high-achieving secondary school 
students.  She has also overseen the donation of thousands of dollars through her charitable efforts with the 
Yoga Shack.     
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Gregg (’98) & Justin Wolfe (’00) expanded their business ventures last spring, opening up the Early Bird diner at 353 
Talbot St., next door to the Nite Owl nightclub they started about 3 ½ years ago.  The name comes not from the fact that it 
opens early in the morning but because it stays open late at night - until 1 AM on weekdays and 4 AM on weekends.  The 
diner-styled food “prepared with fine-dining flair” has proven to be very popular and a small patio was added out front last 
summer.  Both brothers are musicians.  Gregg spent 12 years running a club in Toronto, while Justin toured with his own band.  
Justin has also worked as a chef, including a stint at Garlic’s on Richmond Row.  He likes to say that everything served at the 
Early Bird “is homemade except for the Heinz ketchup”.      
 
Laura Armstrong (’04) is a self-taught artist seeking to make a real difference in the world.  While a student at Laurier 
University, she started volunteering abroad with NGO’s, in particular The Global Youth Network.  With this organization, she 
travelled to India (’08) to work on famine relief, to Peru (’09) to work on dengue fever prevention and to Kenya (’10) where she 
worked with an organization of women and children with HIV, promoting positive living.  It was here that she did her first 
“professional” work as an artist, when a friend requested she do a painting for him.  Using the money she got from the painting 
to send a needy child to school, reinforced her commitment to humanitarian work, as she acknowledges that “helping someone 
else is a really great feeling”.  This experience led Laura to found A Work of Heart, a small online business that sells artwork 
and donates a portion to building projects in Kenya.  Log on to www.work-of-heart.org to check out the current project. 
 
Jason Dickson (’06) was selected to deliver an address at “Engaging Traditions”, the 2012 Colloquium of the Inter-
University Doctoral Consortium in Medieval Studies.  The one day colloquium, hosted by the Medieval Studies Department 
at Princeton University, was held on April 20th at the Princeton Club in New York City.  Jason, a PhD student in the 
Comparative Literature Program at Princeton, spoke about “Dante and the Poetics of Instrumentalism”.  An exceptional 
scholar, Jason was granted a fully-funded, 5-year fellowship to study at Princeton, after he graduated from U of T.       
 
Alex Pierzchalski (’09), currently in his third year at U of T, is a member of the Varsity Blues 
football team.  Although the Blues have struggled in recent years, Alex has been a very strong 
player, starting all 16 games played with the team.  Interviewed by Free Press sports reporter, 
Morris Dalla Costa, prior to Toronto’s game against Western on Sept. 8th, the 6’ 5” wide receiver 
said he was really looking forward to the game: “It’s always a big, big thing coming home.  I can’t 
wait for that kickoff.” (Unfortunately for Alex, his team didn’t perform as well as hoped and the Blues 
lost 62-7 to the Mustangs.) 
 
Dillon Wamsley (’12), in his first year at Queen’s University, has already achieved incredible 
success as a placekicker with the Golden Gaels Football team.  For the first two weeks of the 
season, Wamsley was named OUA Special Teams Player of the Week.  He was tied for first in CIS 
scoring, with a perfect field goal record and a punting average of 40 yards.  Although he has since 
dropped to 6th place in scoring, his P-A-T (points after touchdown) record was still 100% as of Oct. 
10, and the Gaels were tied for 2nd place with 5 wins and only 1 loss. 
 
Trenton MacDuff (’12) received the 2012 Rainbow Youth Leadership Award, presented during London’s Pride Festival at 
the end of July.  This award honours an area high school student for contributions made to the community, especially with 
respect to acceptance of its GLBTQ members.  Trenton was  a member of the Student Council for all four years at South.  In 
his final year, as Student Council President, he worked with teacher, Garcena Gray, to form the Gay Straight Alliance Club.  
Just the 2nd recipient of the award, Trenton said he was “honoured and touched” to have been chosen and hopes his story “will 
help other young people struggling to work through the insecurities that come with being a gay teen”.  Reporter, Alex Weber, 
who interviewed Trenton for the Free Press, described Trenton as a charismatic leader, who is “completely comfortable in his 
own skin”.    
The award includes a monetary payment towards post-secondary tuition, which Trenton used for his first year at Western.   

SOUTH LIBRARIAN A DISTINGUISHED OLYMPIAN 
 

South Librarian, Lesley Thompson-Willie may be small in stature, but she stands tall 
in the rowing world.  When she competed in the 2012 Olympics this summer, she became 
the only rower to compete in seven Olympic games.  When she and her Canadian 

women’s eights teammates won the silver medal in London, she became the first Canadian athlete to win medals (1 gold, 3 
silver and 1 bronze) at five different Olympics.  She has also won more than a dozen world championship or World Cup 
medals.  As fellow great Canadian rower, Marnie McBean put it, “She’s not just a cox, she’s Lesley.”  (FYI: As coxswain, 
Lesley has the multifaceted job of spotting when the stroke is off and making corrections, as well as steering the boat.)   
It’s reassuring to know that Lesley has been recognized locally for her many accomplishments.  Ten years ago she was 
inducted into the London Sports Hall of Fame as part of its inaugural group. 
Now 52 and a rowing legend, one might expect Lesley to be ready to retire. But it’s not easy “to just say goodbye,” she admits.  
“It’s been my life.  It’s been 35 years in a boat.”  While nothing is definite, it seems likely that she will decide to stay involved in 
the sport in some capacity, because, as her own mother proudly remarks, “She’s an amazing woman.”  Amazing indeed!  
In the meantime, welcome back to South’s library, Lesley.    
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THE PRUNING BEE… SCAA members on cleanup detail 
Before... 

 

 
 

 
 

During… 

 

 
 
 

 
After... 
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PRAISE FROM FORMER 
STAFF MEMBER  
 

May this (donation) help to 
make up for some past 
forgetful years!  This year 
Joanne (Mayhew) (staff, 
1965-93) gave me a friendly 
reminder.  You (Pete Telford) 
and Connie have my 
congratulations for an 
excellent Lions’ Pride .   
 

Wally Ewald (Staff, 1960-
83) 
 
‘66 GRAD AMUSED BY  
REFERENCE IN SPRING 
2012 COVER STORY  
 

I was quite amused that 
anyone would mention that 
haircut involving Jessie 
MacFarlane.  I still have a 
photo of that event showing 
her with a pair of scissors in 

her hand against my 
precious head.    
Miss MacFarlane was just 
wonderful.   I had raffled my 
hair as a means to raise 
money for charity.   I don't 
recall why Jessie couldn't cut 
my hair - I'd like to see that 
(Confederate) article.   My 
side of the story was that the 
lottery was a set-up.   I had 
chosen her to be the one to 
have her ticket drawn from 
the basket.  There were a lot 
of people who would have 
hacked away at me.  I was 
not popular, and in fact, by 
1965, with the exception of 
one guy, I did not socialize 
with anyone at South.  When 
that cutting took place, I had 
3 girlfriends (yes, 3!, one of 
whom I eventually married) - 
one at Clarke Road, one in 

Sudbury and one in 
Detroit.   My long hair was an 
asset in initially attracting 
these girls.  They were all 
like minded - smart, looking 
for change, looking for 
someone different.  I was not 
about to jeopardize my very 
satisfactory social life!   
Boy, did I have a great time 
for several years (1963-
72).  I went to a great high 
school (South) for the 
academics and at the same 
time to other schools where I 
could be, and was, anybody 
that people, girls especially, 
wanted me to be.   Part of 
that great time was raffling 
my hair at South for a lot of 
fun in the name of 
charity.  My wife, remembers 
that event and she got a kick 
out of the article as 

well.  Always a pleasure to 
get the Lions' ‘Pride. 
 

David Mulcaster (‘66) 
Ottawa, ON 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  
David’s first letter to the 
SCAA appeared in the 
Spring 2009 issue.  In that 
letter he spoke about how 
South had been a stable 
base for him when his home 
life seemed to be falling 
apart.  Now a Senior 
Associate with The Collins 
Group in Kanata, ON,  David   
commented then he never 
expected he would support 
anything at South at the time 
he left in 1966.  We’re glad 
he’s changed his mind. 

MAIL BOX...   
      Letters and e-mails from alumni               

 

SOUTH 
STAFF  
1935 

 
How many of 

these faces can 
you remember? 

 
Hint: Six of these twenty 
teachers were still at 
South in the 1960’s.  
Can you pick them out? 
Take a close look and 
let us know which 
teachers you recognize.  
All the names will be 
printed in the spring 
issue, along with the 
name of the alumnus/a 
who could identify the 
greatest number.  
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Last February an unexpected package arrived at the school.  It contained a book 
checked out of South’s library more than twenty years ago.  The book, The Silent 
World by oceanographer Jacques Cousteau, was accompanied by the following 
anonymous note and a bill to cover the late fees… $100! 
 
I was going through my library in preparation for a move to a new house and 
found the enclosed.  I took this book from the library (Sorry, Miss Gorwill!) 
and never returned it.  Hopefully the donation to the library will partially 
cover the outstanding fine.  I am leaving my name out of this whole sordid 
affair but I would like you to know that eventually I received a B.A., an M.A. 
and a Ph.D.  South must have done something right!  
 
It was hoped that we could get a photo of Miss Gorwill holding the returned book in 
her room at Chelsey Park, but unfortunately her deteriorating health last winter did 
not permit it.  Alternatively, SCAA President Pete Telford photographed current 
librarian, Lesley Thompson-Willie, holding the book in South’s resource centre. 
 
While the identity of the note writer remains a mystery, we want to thank him/her 
for the generous donation and to acknowledge his/her belated honesty in returning 
the book.  Rest assured, Miss Gorwill would have been proud of you!   

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Those of you who followed the Olympic Games in London this summer will know that Lesley was the 
coxswain on the silver medal winning women’s eights rowing team.  See story on page 7 for more details. 

JEAN IRENE GORWILL   
(May 24, 1906 - April 13, 2012) 

 
She was an institution at South for thirty-nine years.  
In the Fall 2006 issue of Lions’ Pride (now archived 
on our website) we celebrated her 100th.  Now, six 
years later, we are acknowledging her passing, just 
one month short of her 106th birthday. 
 
As noted in the earlier article, virtually every student 
and staff member who passed through South 
between 1930 and 1969 knew Miss Gorwill.  
Although she taught French and English in her early years, she is best known 
as the lady who presided so efficiently over the school’s library. 
 
London freelance writer, Herman Goodden (’72) wrote an entertaining 
reminiscence piece for the Free Press, after Jean’s death (LFP, Apr. 28, 
2012).  In it he recalled that in his grade 9 year, his entire English class spent 
several sessions with Miss Gorwill to learn “the lay of the librarial land”.   
Given that there was “nothing loud or forceful” about her, as “befitted one who 
presided over that hushed domain of research and study”, it was a challenge 
for Miss Gorwill to “try to dampen our callow exuberance and focus our gnat-
like powers of concentration”.  Even then, however, Herman says he 
instinctively recognized the incredible love and respect she had for books and 
wishes he had had the chance to talk with her about some of their mutual 
favourites.    

 
Herman was also there to witness Miss Gorwill’s retirement in June, 1969.  A special student assembly took place to honour 
the long serving librarian, along with a fellow retiring icon of South’s staff, Miss McRobert.  Each was given the opportunity to 
address the student body, with Jean McRobert speaking first.  When it was her turn, Jean Gorwill gave “a humorous recap of 
her career at South”.  It was the way she ended her speech, however, that was the most memorable.  Herman recalls that “to 
the shock of all the staff and the delight of every student, she declared the rest of the day a holiday in her honour and regally 
dismissed us all… a perfectly brilliant final gesture”.    
 

Rest in peace, Miss G. 

Jean Gorwill  
(funeral program photo) 

Miss Gorwill addressing the student body on her 
retirement, June, 1969… and declaring  a holiday!   

South librarian, Lesley Thompson-Willie, holding the 
long lost book - The Silent World by Captain Jacques 
Cousteau 

Long Lost  Book Returned to South Library 
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IN MEMORIAM   

Marjorie (Lister) North 
(’32) passed away in London 
on July 24, 2012, in her 99th 
year.  A distinguished member 
of the class of 1932, she was 
awarded  the gold medal for 
rendering “the most distinctive 
service to the school” in  the 
combined areas of student 
activities, sportsmanship and 
academics.  
Marjorie graduated from 
Western in 1935 and spent her 
professional life at London Life.  
Other interests included the 
theatre and symphony.  
She is survived by three nieces 
and a nephew, who described 
her as “our role model and our 
rock...a wonderful lady.” 
 
Jack Sumner (‘39) passed 
away at University Hospital on 
May 15, 2012, age 90.  He was 
a third generation London 
jeweler. C.R. Sumner & Sons 
(now Sumner’s Jewellers) on 
Richmond Street was opened 
by his grandfather in 1902. 

After serving overseas during 
WWII, Jack returned to London 
in 1945 to take over the family 
business.  A man who believed 
it was important to give back to 
the community, Jack was a 
dedicat ed Shr iner  and 
Kiwanian and long-time 
member of St. John the 
Evangelist Church.  He also 
enjoyed curling and fishing and 
was a senator at Sunningdale 
Golf  & Count ry Club.  
According to Free Press 
reporter, Alex Weber, Jack 

was a jeweler who “treated 
everyone he knew like gold”. 
Jack is survived by his wife 
Helena, two sisters, Barbara 
Dunbar (‘44) and Carol 
Morling, two daughters, three 
grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren.  While none of 
Jack’s children attended 
South, a number of other 
family members did, including 
first cousin Jim Sumner (’58), 
his wife, Mary (McKinlay) 
Sumner (’58), their children, 
Martha (Sumner) Nickoli (‘85) 
and Dave Sumner (’87) and 
Jim’s sister Judy (Sumner) 
Vanderwolf (’68).  
 
OF SPECIAL NOTE: In the 
main foyer at South there is a 
tribute honouring the sixty 
South students who gave their 
lives in World War II. Part of 
this tribute is a Ceremonial 
Sword, inside a glass case, 
inscribed with their names.  
In the 1980s, during a break-in 
at the school, the case was 
opened and the sword stolen 
(never recovered). A regiment 
in Alberta heard about this 
theft and donated a ceremonial 
sword from their holdings. 
When it arrived in London, 
Jack Sumner donated his 
services to engrave the sixty 
names on the new sword - 
which is once again proudly on 
display in the main foyer. 
 
Harvey Clarke (‘47) passed 
away in Haliburton, ON, on 
February 5th, 2012 at the age 
of 82.  Daughter, Janet 
informed the SCAA of his 
death, saying that her father 
always talked about how much 
he enjoyed the reunions and 
that there were not a lot of 
folks left from his year, but he 
enjoyed seeing them. 
 
Bill Wood (‘53) passed away 
suddenly on May 28, 2012, at 
University Hospital, age 77.  
Bill was a longtime partner of 
Ernst & Young, London.  
Following retirement, he 

served on the boards of the 
Diocese of Huron, London 
Linen, St. Joseph's Health 
Care and Merrymount.  
Bill is survived by his wife Pat 
(Mallett) (‘53),  sons Geoff and 
Jon, daughter Jennifer and 
four grandchildren.  Dear 
brother-in-law of Gwen 
(Mallett) Robson (‘49) and 
Tom Mallett.  Predeceased by 
his sister Jane (Wood) Burton 
(’46). 
 
Douglas Westgate (‘56), 
age 74, passed away on July 
22,  2012,  in London.  
Professor Emeritus, Western 
University, he spent 27 years 
at the Faculty of Education 
prior to retiring in 1994.    

Douglas is survived by his wife 
Kathryn, sister Shirley, four 
c h i l d r e n  a n d  n i n e 
grandchildren. 
 
William (Bill) Floyd (‘72)  
passed away September 11, 
2012 at Parkwood Hospital, 
after spending his final days at 
the family cottage near Grand 
Bend.  Bill was only 58 and is 
remembered by friends and 
family for his “contagious 
smile, joyful spirit and big 
heart”.      
He is survived by his mother 
Joan, brother Jef (’70), sister 
Jennifer (‘76) and his nieces 
Christy (‘05) and Robyn 
Floyd (‘07). 
 
Dr. Michael Monture (‘76)    
died on April 20, 2012 at the 
age of 54.  A graduate of 
UWO’s Faculty of Medicine, 
“Dr. Mike”, as he was 
commonly called, had been a 
family physician at the 
Aboriginal Health Centre in 

east Hamilton and on Six 
Nations. His tireless efforts to 
improve the healthcare and 
social conditions in First 
Nations communities also led 
Monture to serve as a fly-in 
physician to northern reserves 
where there were no doctors.   
 

Six Nations chief, Bill Montour, 
spoke respectfully of Monture’s 
legacy: “He was a very smart 
man… He could have been a 
real asset to the community…”  
Described by family as “a kind-
hearted, caring man”, Michael 
is survived by nine children, his 
mother, Dorothea and a sister, 
Sharon (Monture) Freeman  
(‘68). 
 
STAFF MEMBERS: 
 

Norman Edwin (Ed) Tufts 
(Staff,1960-64) passed away 
June 29, 2012 in his 88th year.   
“A well respected educator and 
lifelong learner”, Ed taught 
English, history and geography 
at South for four years. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Ruth, two daughters, Anne & 
Joan, a son, Paul, nine 
grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren.  
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Support the Alumni Association   
 

If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni 
website, help us defray some of the costs.  

Become  a sponsor for just $10 a year. 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Full Name    Maiden Name 
 
 
Street Name and Number 
 
_______________________________________________ 
City  Province/State  Postal/Zip Code 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________ 
Home Phone       E-mail 
 
 

Graduating year  ______________ 
 

 
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni 
Association, to the mailing address in the box on the 

lower left side of this page.   THANK YOU! 

 

South Collegiate Reunion   
… 50 Years for Class of 1963! 

 
Calling all 1963 South Collegiate graduates!  Come and be part 
of the Class of ’63’s 50th anniversary when South Alumni gather for 
the school’s 85th Anniversary Reunion on May 24-26, 2013.   
 

Doors open at South at 4 PM on Friday, May 24th for pickup of 
registration packages and again at 9 AM on Saturday morning.  
 

Where to meet your former classmates?  Plan to be at South 
Collegiate by 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 25th.  In addition to the 60’s 
decade room, two events in particular offer an opportunity for the ‘63 
grads to meet each other:  a 30 minute “Decade skit” in the Atrium,  
and an informal lunch for the class and friends.   More details closer 
to the date… 
 

With the Reunion fast approaching, we would like some assistance 
in tracking down grads for whom we are missing contact information.  
If you know any of the following alumni, or a friend or relative who 
can provide the needed information, please contact the SCAA at 
contact@southalumni.ca or email Catherine Charlton directly at 
crcjhy@sympatico.ca.    We need to contact the following: 
 
Linda Badalato,  Clara Bartel,  Dave Blair,  Anita Bugara, Bill 
Campbell, Jane Cumpson, Nancy de Carlo, Bob Fowler, Snedza 
Gravatis, Sherry Hare, Frieda Hassan, Peter Halpin,  Mary Ann Hay, 
Dorothy Hutchins,   Dave Logan, Peter Mahrie, Jim Meisner, Mar-
Lynn Morrison, Karen Nichols, Don Richings,  Ron Schill,  Judy 
Brighton Wright , Marsha Young.  
 
Catherine Charlton (1963 Class Rep Assistant)  
  

 

Support Entrepreneurial Alumni 
 
Our SCAA has a free directory of services 
showcasing alumni who are business owners – 
linked from our website home page, 
www.SouthAlumni.ca.  So, enjoy the satisfaction 
of doing business with a fellow South grad or staff. 
(Also noted are any perks proprietors may offer 
South alumni.) 
 
Sign Up 
We're glad to promote you in opt-in listings, 
assuming you're both an entrepreneur and alumnus 
as per criteria referenced in our online form:  
http://www.sandyross.ca/scaa-entre-signup.htm. 
(To expand inclusion, there are now two categories 
of listings: either mini or full, the latter offering a 
profile of 50-words-or-less.) We expect to update 
the directory in December and May, with the next 
submission deadline Friday, November 30, 2012. 
 
Read Up 
Please use this directory (pdf format), to find 
support and services for your projects, purchases 
and, to use a term coined by its manager, for 
‘preferrals’. 
 
Questions? 
The directory manager (herself a fellow alumni, 
class of '79) will be glad to help:  
Sandy Ross, of Word’s Worth, 519.472.5322 or 
email scaa-dir@sandyross.ca. 


