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by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)                   

It’s been almost 45 years since 
dance became part of the education-
al experiences available to students 
at South.  When Mary Hamilton 
(1971-80) arrived at the school in 
September 1971, she came with the 
conviction that “Every kid can 
dance”.  She also came with a 
dream: to establish a dance program 
that would include at least one full-
credit course.  Moreover, she  be-
lieved that South was the best place 
to make that dream happen.  

The seeds of Mary’s dream had 
been planted many years earlier.  
She was just 2 1/2 when she began 
dance lessons in a church basement 
in 1948.  In 1960, she was invited to 
attend the newly established Nation-
al Ballet School of Canada, becom-
ing part of the first grade 9 class to 
graduate in 1964, after completing 
the full four-year program.  

Since no Ontario universities at that 
time offered degree programs in 
Dance, Mary had planned to enroll in 
Phys. Ed at Western, but was re-
fused entrance because they said 
she had no Phys. Ed credits.  Appar-
ently 4 hours of dance a day and all 
day classes in repertoire on Satur-
days did not count as Physical Edu-
cation!  Disappointed, she enrolled 
in Psychology instead.         

Interestingly, her lack of Phys. Ed 
credits did not prevent her from land-
ing a job in 1969, teaching PE and 
Theatre Arts in Belleville, ON, her 

employers no doubt impressed by 
her dance credentials.    

One day, while browsing through a 
Maclean’s magazine in a Belleville 
dentist’s office, she came across an 
article about a new film course being 
taught at a high school in south Lon-
don. That school was South and the 
teacher’s name was Fraser Boa.  If 
South were the kind of school that 
was open to introducing such inno-
vative, experimental courses, Mary 
knew she would like to teach there.   

The following year, when completing 
her education degree at Althouse, 
she asked if one of her teaching 
practicums could be at South, only 
to discover she had already been 
assigned to teach Theatre Arts with 
Fraser.  “Synchronistic?”, Mary now 
speculates, looking back.    

When Fraser learned about Mary’s 
extensive dance background, he 
suggested she talk to Joyce Ruddle 
(Hetherington), the Physical Educa-
tion head at the time. Joyce was 
delighted when Mary asked if she 
could teach a Grade 12 jazz dance 
unit.  Joyce was so impressed that 
she invited Bob Mann, the principal, 
to observe a class. Bob, in turn, in-
vited Terry Roberts, the Phys. Ed 
consultant with the London Board 
and former Phys. Ed head at South.  
Mary remembers their reaction: 
“They were impressed: thirty teen-
age girls, engaged in nonstop activi-
ty for the full 36 minute class, with 
no special equipment.”  

The success of Mary’s practice 
teaching at South led to a job offer 
and she was thrilled to be joining a 
staff that included so many 
“outstanding teachers with innova-
tive teaching methods: Marion 
Woodman, Jessie MacFarlane, 
Joe George, Fraser Boa and     
Joanne Mayhew” (to name a few). 

It was an exciting time in education, 
a time, to use Mary’s words, “for 
breaking out of the educational 
mold” and trying new things.  That 
year the girls’ Phys. Ed classes ro-
tated through 3-week units with 
three different teachers.  Mary 
taught all the dance sections, while 
Joyce taught the team sports and 
Jenny Bailey taught the individual 
sports. For the first time ever, evalu-
ation for the Phys. Ed courses was a 
Pass/Fail.  During 
that initial year at 
South, Mary also 
started the 
school’s first 
Dance Club. 

DANCE PROGRAM AT SOUTH...  A CANADIAN FIRST 
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The following year, Mary took the next step toward 
fulfilling her dream: submitting an application for approval 
of a new secondary school credit course: Contemporary 
Dance 330.  In preparing the application, she took Bob 
Mann’s advice about using “technical terms to make the 
material sound physically challenging with both 
expressive and academic components”. She also 
stressed the fact that the course would be quite 
inexpensive to offer, since a suitable studio space 
already existed and very little equipment was required. 

And so it was that in 1973-74, the course Mary designed 
was implemented, the first full credit secondary 
school dance course in Canada!  Grade 9 student, 
Kris Nyhout (‘77) was in that first class and shared her 
memories of the experience:  

“Dance? You take dance?” That was the typical response 
of friends from other schools when I shared that my 
school days began on the stage in the South auditorium. 
Our small clutch of grade 9 students were the first in the 
province to take dance and we were thrilled to have the opportunity. Not unlike a sports team, a bond developed 
between the dancers as we shared in the joy of movement, and naturally, friendships quickly developed. We knew 
we were fortunate to have Mary Hamilton as our teacher as she enthusiastically shared her knowledge and 
encouraged our creative expression. Aside from reaping the obvious physical benefits of dance, many of us 
discovered the intangible benefits of improved self-esteem and confidence and perhaps, if I’m being completely 
honest, there was also that wonderfully superior feeling of knowing I was able to take a class that none of my peers 
at other schools could at that time. Like most of the others in that first class, I continued taking dance throughout my 
high school career and to this day, I think fondly of the hours spent on that stage. 

A proposal for a second credit course soon followed and by 1975-76, two dance courses were in place, including the 
new grade 11-12 course: Contemporary Dance 430.   

Like the Phys. Ed courses she had taught, the new dance courses were also Pass/Fail.  While a student’s skill level 
and technique were looked at, most important in the evaluation process were effort, participation and teamwork, with 
self and peer-evaluation being an integral part of the process.  The focus, according to Mary, was “on developing a 
positive body image, self-confidence, self-expression, self-acceptance, leadership, fitness for the whole body, 
creativity, musicality, cooperation in group assignments and sensitivity to self and others”.   

Performance, of course, was also an important part of the course curriculum. Dance classes participated in semi-
annual Fine Arts Nights.  A Free Press article from May 1979 reported on one of these evenings that included 
numerous dance performances, including three pieces choreographed by senior students, Miriam Seiss (’79) and 
Kate Greenway (’80). (Senior dance students were required to complete choreography assignments as part of their 
course work.)  South’s school shows always included both dance students and dance club members as well.   

By the time Mary left South in 1980, her dream of a credit course Dance Program was well established and she was 
ready to leave it in the capable hands of the enthusiastic dance teachers who were to follow her. 

Life after South: Although Mary hasn’t taught dance in a high school setting since 1980, I think she would argue 
that her role of teacher has just expanded to include different dimensions, different venues and different focuses.  
From 1976 to 1996, she taught modern dance, improvisation, and choreography at the University of Western 
Ontario.  She is also one of the three founding members and a senior faculty member of the Marion Woodman 
Foundation (www.mwoodmanfoundation.org), working over the past three decades to help develop their 
BodySoul Rhythms® program of workshops and seminars.  Most recent was a community workshop in Guelph 
which Mary co-convened: “The Dragonfly and The Labyrinth: A Journey to the Inner Landscape of Soul”.  She is also 
the author of two books and the co-author of another: Leaving My Father’s House: Journey to Conscious Femininity. 

Final Note: Due to space constraints, it was impossible to look at the Dance Program in its entirety, so watch for 
profiles of Mary’s successors, including Betty (Baker) Telford (1974-1999) and current dance teacher Allison 
(Hatton) Gamble in future issues of Lions’ Pride.  Despite a smaller student body, Dance remains strong at South. 
Hiroto Saito, a principal dancer with Canada’s Ballet Jorgen, came to the school recently and taught two dance 
classes.  Allison described Hiroto’s day-long visit as “an amazing opportunity” for her group of 52 dancers “to learn 
from a master”.   

Mary Hamilton with South’s Dance Club - 1976   
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SOUTH  MEMORIES… 
I want to thank you for sending a copy of the current Lions’ Pride (Fall 2015) to my husband (Bill Aitken, ’46). Bill died 
in 2001, so I have no problem opening mail addressed to him. The article about Ross Smibert (’45) was 
delightful.  Ross lived across the street from me but I didn't know that he and Bill were best friends until we were all in 
high school.  I always remember the dream that Ross told about.  It happened while they were digging out for the 
foundation (for the building to house their new dry cleaning business in 1945). They came across something they 
called fool's gold.  That night Ross dreamt that it was real gold and he and Bill were holding off a bunch of other 
fellows who were trying to cash in on the find.  He had spent a harrowing night trying to fend them off! 
Some of the names throughout the copy are familiar to me.  I used to work for the Toronto Star and there was a boy 
called Robert Veitch who delivered papers. I lived next door to one of the Orchards and there was a Todoroff girl at 
school at the same time as me.  And of course the teachers: Miss MacFarlane, Mr. Calvert, Mr. Byles and Mr. 
Dinsmore. Thanks again. 

June (Rimbault) Aitken (’44), Dryden, ON 
 

Editor’s Note: After checking the alumni database, I am guessing that June was probably remembering Lillian 
(Todoroff ) Copeland (’46) and John Orchard (’44). 
 
SANDY ROSS’S ARTICLE… 

Thank you (Sandy) for the excellent write-up you did on North Star Ice and (my son) John 
and me, the owners.  The humour you put into the writing made it a refreshing article to 
read.  You included a lot of detail.  Thanks again. 

Ross Smibert (‘45), London, ON  
 
DIAMOND REUNION FUN… 
Just want you to know that I had a great time at the “Diamond” Reunion.  I came to Windsor in 1956, having accepted 
a teaching position in the public elementary school system and spent my whole teaching career there.  Having not 
seen many South classmates in 60 years, you can imagine how much fun we had catching up on all the news.  Thank 
goodness we wore name tags as we were no longer the teenagers of the 50’s.  Please pass along my thanks to 
everyone involved in organizing this event. 
Emy McBride (‘55), Windsor, ON 
 
RETIREMENT BUCKET LIST... 
I was just looking at the Fall 2015 Newsletter - thank you for sending it my way. I thought I might 
add my own news.  Perhaps some of my old colleagues from so many years ago will see it.  I 
graduated from South in 1970, went on to get a Masters in Geophysics at Western and have 
spent the last 40 years in the Oil & Gas industry in Calgary.  I have just retired from 
ConocoPhillips and am very much looking forward to the next phase of life. 
Thanks and keep up the good work with the Newsletter.  South has always punched well above 
its weight and it continues to this day.  I hope to get back and see the school again one day.  It’s 
on my bucket list. 
Larry Matthews, (‘70), Calgary, AB 
 
BOOK REVIEW APPRECIATED… 
Thank you for the enthusiastic review you gave to The Underling. General Store Publishing 
unfortunately went out of business in January 2015, so copies would be hard to find.  I did pick up 
some at their remainders sale, so if anyone wants a copy, they can get in touch with me at 
ian.mckercher@opera.ncf.ca or (613) 235-4863.  The book is not light and shipping is a bit of a 
problem, but I’m happy to work something out for interested readers. 
I have just finished the sequel (working title The Incrementalist).  I have hired an editor to help pull 
out some of the burrs, then I will look for a publisher.  I hope to have it out by the summer. 
PS. I'm quite nostalgic about my years at South... playing bridge at noon in the cafeteria, the 
school shows and decorating the gym for the big school dances. 
Ian McKercher (‘65), Ottawa, ON 

MAIL BOX...   
     Letters and e-mails from alumni  
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Julia (Olson) Davids … Soprano Soloist, Conductor, Music Educator and Author 
This past January, multi-talented South alumna, Julia (Olson) Davids (’91) 
returned to her hometown for a concert at Wesley Knox United Church.  Pete 
Telford, Past-President of the SCAA and former South teacher, was in the 
audience that night and asked Julia what it felt like to be back performing in Old 
South:  

I was thrilled to be back in Old South London with the Canadian Chamber Choir. 
I've been back a number of times since moving to Chicago almost 14 years ago, 
but this trip was special because of the collaboration with the Amabile Choirs. I 
“grew up” musically and otherwise with Amabile, joining them just before starting 
at South and singing all through my high school days and even into my time at 
UWO. The musical collaboration in January was thrilling - I even got to sing a 
piece with Amabile before conducting them with the Canadian Chamber Choir. 
While back in the neighbourhood, it was fun to think about some of my memories 
- biking to the library, training for track and field, working at Zettel's Drug Store 
with my sister, competing in the Kiwanis Music Festival, playing with the band at 
South, and performing in the school shows. It was an idyllic time - a beautiful 
neighbourhood and a small high school with wonderful teachers who really supported me.  

(Editorial Asides: Julia’s stage performances at South included a minor role in in Damn Yankees in 1987, the role 
of Anne in Anne of Green Gables in 1989, and the lead role of Kim MacAfee in Bye Bye Birdie in 1991.   
Also of interest… The President of the Board of Directors of the Amabile Choirs is another South grad: Wade 
Baillie (’94), who also sang with the Amabile Men's Choir in this concert.)  
 

After graduating from South, Julia went on to earn two Bachelor degrees from Western (Honours Music and 
Education), followed by two Masters degrees from the University of Michigan (Voice Performance and Conducting) 
and finally a Doctorate in Music (Choral Conducting) from Northwestern University (Chicagoland).  Since 2010, 
she has been the Director of Choral Activities and Associate Professor at North Park University (Chicago).  Julia is 
also the Music Director of the North Shore Choral Society and Director of Music Ministries at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Wilmette, Illinois.  Additional accomplishments include co-authoring a book:  
Vocal Technique – a Guide for Conductors, Teachers and Singers. 
 

Even though Julia’s education and career has taken her to the United States, her ties to Canada and to Old South 
have remained strong.  In 1999, she helped to found the Canadian Chamber Choir, a national, professional level 
choral ensemble “committed to the celebration and development of choral excellence in all regions of Canada”.   
Since taking over as artistic director in 2004, Julia has led the ensemble on concert and workshop tours 
throughout the country and directed two recordings.  In February, the most recent of these, a collection of 
Canadian –composed sacred works entitled Sacred Reflections: A Canadian Mass was nominated for a Juno 
award for Best Classical Album: Vocal or Choral.  Julia, who described the nomination as a “big thrill”, said she 
was “looking forward to walking the red carpet in Calgary in April!”  Congratulations, Julia! 
 

NEW SCAA DIRECTOR: HEIDI HAMBER  
The SCAA Executive is delighted to welcome Heidi (Huber) Hamber (’87) as our 
newest Director.  When former Director, Sue Bawden (’86) found it necessary to 
resign last fall, we hoped it wouldn’t prove too difficult to find a replacement.  It was 
during the planning of Homecoming 2015 last fall, that SCAA president, Knute 
Dohnberg (’65), first met Heidi, an enthusiastic South parent and Lions’ football mom, 
not to mention a South alumna.  Knute was immediately impressed with her energy 
and dedication and thought she would be an ideal candidate for the position.  Heidi and 
husband Chris, also a 1987 South grad, have three children: Ben, who just graduated 
from South and is off to Wilfrid Laurier in September, Emma in grade 11 at South, and 
Owen in grade 7 at Wortley Road PS.  Heidi works part time at Calvary Nursery School 
as a Program Assistant, and has her own custom baking business, known as Heidiho 
Cakes. She also enjoys playing soccer and volleyball in her spare time.  
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS…. 
 
 
TOM HAMMOND (’38), who was profiled in the Spring 2013 issue for his role as South’s oldest class rep, is a 
remarkable 95 years young. Every year, his grandson’s wife, a teacher at Ryerson P.S., invites Tom to talk to her 
Grade 6 class about his wartime experiences.  On D-Day, June 6, 1944, Tom was part of the fourth wave of boats that 
landed at Juno Beach.  As the Allies pushed forward through Europe, Tom’s job was to drive a truck carrying 
ammunition and supplies to the front lines.  Like many vets, Tom wouldn’t talk about his experiences for many years.  
Now however, he realizes the importance of sharing his memories so that young people understand what happened.  

GLORIA (TODOROFF) NORRIE (’55) was still in elementary school when she appeared on stage at the Grand 
Theatre in a production of Pumpkin Pie, a one-act re-telling of the Peter Pumpkin Eater story. Gloria played the “fair 
princess” who won Peter’s heart in the play put on by the Children’s Theatre section of the London Little Theatre.  Last 
November, Free Press columnist, James Reaney, revisited the production, which attracted some 2000 fans over its 
one-day, 2-show run on Nov. 26, 1949.  

MARION JOHNSON (’67), a London playwright, took top honours at London’s annual One Act Festival last 
November.  Her play, We’ll Always Have Port Stanley, won the award for Outstanding Production as well as the 
People’s Choice “Loafie” award.   

DAVID BOGAERT (’79), won the Brickenden award for Best Supporting Actor for his performance in By the Book 
Theatre’s production of Of Mice and Men, at the McManus Theatre last December.  The Brickenden Awards, given 
out annually in late January, to “celebrate theatrical excellence in London” were established in 2002, as a result of the 
inspiration of another South alumnus, the late Chris Doty (’85), who was the resident critic for the Theatre in London 
website at the time (www.theatreinlondon.ca).  

DAVE TUCKEY (’82), proud third-generation owner of Tuckey’s Home Hardware in Wortley Village, 
was featured in a Free Press article on March 21st, as his store’s exciting expansion and renovation 
project neared completion.  Tuckey’s, which has been an Old South institution for 70 years, is now 
close to double the size.  Dave, who bought the store in 1993 when his father, Don (’42) retired, felt 
the store needed “a new look” and like his father and grandfather before him, “always had a desire to 
improve… always envisioned growth”. Dave appreciates the strong, supportive Old South community, 
not only working here, but continuing to live here too.  Daughter Clara (2014) is a South grad and younger daughter 
Olivia is a current student. Interestingly, part of the expansion project includes space for a new Fire Roasted Coffee 
that will front onto Wortley Road and another South grad, Michelle Navackas (’98) will be its manager.  

JASON MENARD (’92), a former SCAA Director, was the recent winner of an Anniversary 
Champion Award, marking the 10th anniversary of the passage of the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act. The award recognizes his “continued efforts to educate and advocate for 
accessibility”.  Jason is the Content Strategist for Digital Echidna, a London-based web design and 
digital agency.  He is also very busy with a variety of other media related activities, including 
moonlighting as a writer for Hockey’s Future, freelancing for several local publications, writing for   
M-Dash, an online collection of his columns, articles and blog posts, and serving as the occasional 
fill-in host for local radio.   

ANDREW McCLENAGHAN (‘97) has received yet another honour. His company, Digital Echidna was recently 
recognized by Clutch, a Washington D.C. based research and review firm, as “one of Canada’s top web development 
agencies in Canada”.  It was also ranked as a contender in the top web designers category.  

MIKE SMALL (’95) is the new proprietor of the recently re-opened Victoria Tavern, a SoHo landmark on South 
Street.  Popularly known as “The Bucket of Blood” because of its proximity to the now demolished Victoria Hospital 
and the blood-spattered scrubs of some of its former patrons, the Vic was not just a local “watering hole” but also an 
arts incubator of sorts.  The Nihilist Spasm Band once played there, along with numerous other local musicians, 
including Mike Small himself.  In the 1970’s, local poets like Colleen Thibaudeau, Jean McKay and Stan Draglund held 
readings there.  Closed since 2013, the Vic is now back, and after months of “glitches, fixes and red tape”, Mike Small 
couldn’t be happier.  He plans to feature live music “to promote the reborn Vic as a community gathering place”.   

PAUL HESSION (’65) is trying to contact as many Ottawa area South grads as he can to see if there is sufficient 
interest in an alumni  “Pub Night” sometime between April and November. If you live in the area and are interested, 
please let him know (paulhession@rogers.com) (cell # 613-721-0126). 
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Mary (Hoare) Nelles, (‘34)  passed  
away peacefully at the McCormick Home 
on Jan. 2, 2016.  She was a lifelong 
resident of London, and a lifelong 
member of St. James Westminster 
Anglican Church.  Beloved wife of the late 
Archdeacon Lionel Abram Nelles and 
loving mother to Dr. Ruth (Nelles) Fink 
(’63) (Paul) and Brooke Nelles (’67). 
Predeceased by an infant daughter, Rhea 
Anne, and by her brother Charles Hoare 
(’37). Dear grandmother of three (Ashley, 
Thomas and the late Mary Claire) and 
proud great grandmother of one.   
 
Ruth (Keene) Insole (’39) passed 
away on Dec. 31, 2015, in her 96th year.  
She was a great supporter of the SCAA, 
and we shall miss her.  Ruth served as 
the 1939 class rep for many years and 
generously shared some of her thoughts 
and memories during the Opening 
Ceremony at South’s 85th (See Spring 
2013 issue).  Ruth lived a very full life, 
including serving our country in World 
War II, raising two children, and then 
setting off to enjoy the cruising world, as 
she and husband Peter spent 20+ years 
sailing the Caribbean and residing in the 
Bahamas.  
Predeceased by her husband, Ruth will 
be greatly missed by her two children, 
Barb (Insole) Murphy (’65) (Bill) and 
Michael Insole (Patti), as well as her three 
grandchildren, eleven great grandchildren 
and three great-great grandchildren. 
 
George Edward Aziz (’39) died 
peacefully on Feb. 20, 2016, at University 
Hospital, London, in his 95th year. 
Predeceased by sisters Ruth Aziz (‘37)
and Corinne (Aziz) Plunkett (’46), he is 
survived by wife Margaret, and three 
children: Christopher (’69) of Calgary, 
Robert (’73) (Marguerite) of London and 
Laurel (’74) of Kingston. Also greatly 
missed by grandchildren Nicholas Aziz
(’05) (Paige), Jonathan Aziz (’07) and 
Frederick Aziz, and great-granddaughter 
Ariella.  A lifelong resident of London, 
George served in Europe with the 
Canadian Army during World War II. 
Following the war, he joined the militia, 
rising to the rank of Major with the 1st 
Hussars.  A graduate of UWO, George 
was a secondary school business teacher 
with the London Board for 25 years, 
before joining the faculty at Fanshawe, 
where he taught for another decade. 
Always passionate about community 
service, George volunteered as both a 

counselor and tutor.  He will be 
remembered for “his playful humour, 
sharp mind and lifelong commitment to 
education”. 
 
Jack Edmund Tripp (‘40), Flt. Lt. 
RCAF, passed away on Aug. 21, 2015 at 
Hospice Wellington, Guelph, in his 95th 
year.  Predeceased by his wife Doris. 
Survived by his three children, four 
grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren.   
Born in Royal Oak, 
Michigan, Jack was 
raised from a 
young age in 
London. After 
graduating from 
South, he enlisted 
in the RCAF, 
served as a flying instructor in the 
Commonwealth Air Training Program and 
received the King's Commendation for 
valuable service. A longtime resident of 
London, Etobicoke and Cambridge, Jack 
retired from Bell Canada with 40 years' 
service.  At age 93, he retired from his 
volunteer job: 25 years of delivering 
"Meals on Wheels" in Cambridge.  
 
Dr. C. Gordon Winder (’41), 
Professor Emeritus of Earth Sciences at 
Western University, passed away at 
Marian Villa on 
March 2, 2016, in 
his 94th year. 
Predeceased by his 
wife, Jean (2010). 
Survived by 
daughters Nancy 
Holmes (Marty) of 
London, and Paula 
Blain (Rick) of 
Burlington and two 
granddaughters.  A lifelong scientist and 
teacher, who served as Chair of the Earth 
Sciences Dept. at Western from 1965-71, 
Gordon dedicated his professional life to 
the study of geologic time, with a special 
interest in Sir William Logan, founding 
director of the Geological Survey of 
Canada.  Professor Winder was also a 
strong supporter of the SCAA who served 
as 1941 class rep and attended a number 
of alumni events over the years.  
 

Murray Hyman Leff (’45) passed 
away in Atlanta, Georgia while visiting 
family on Jan. 30, 2016. A devoted 
husband, beloved father of four and 
grandfather of twelve, Murray owned and 

operated the first television store in 
London (Leff’s TV) and subsequently 
established G.M.S. Mortgage Investment 
Corporation.  He was past president of 
the Real Estate Appraisers of Ontario, 
B'nai Brith London Lodge #1012, and Or 
Shalom Cemetery Committee.  He was 
also an active member of the Or Shalom 
Synagogue Board and the London Jewish 
Community Foundation. An avid bowler 
and golfer, Murray “loved drinking red 
wine, listening to Big Band music, 
watching boxing matches, throwing 
parties, and traveling with family and 
friends”.  
 
Dr. Richard (Dick) Hutchinson (’46) 
passed away Feb. 21 at Strathroy 
Middlesex General Hospital.  Survived by 
his wife Beryl (Rafuse) Hutchinson (’46) 
and their four daughters: Sue, Lee (David 
Cox), Cindy (Fred Bennett) and Carla 
Hutchinson (Hiromoto Ida) and seven 
grandchildren.  Predeceased by brother 
Robert (’42).  
Born and raised in 
London, Dick 
began earning a 
living delivering 
milk from a horse-
drawn cart while 
still in high-school, 
then moved on to 
the story-telling & 
ukulele/banjo 
performances that became a lifelong 
“shtick”.  After graduating from Western 
with his B.Sc. (1950), he completed his 
M.Sc. (1951) and Ph.D. (1954) at the 
University of Wisconsin.  A geologist of 
world renown, Dick authored and co-
authored over 60 papers  and earned 
numerous prestigious awards over the 
course of his career.  Known for “thinking 
outside the box” and espousing 
unconventional interpretations, he was 
awarded The Society of Economic 
Geologists’ Penrose Gold Medal in 2005, 
for “unusually original work”.  In 2006, 
Dick was inducted into the Canadian 
Mining Hall of Fame and in 2009, a new 
chair position was created in his honour: 
The Richard Hutchinson Visiting Industrial 
Professor in Economic Geology  (Earth 
Sciences Dept. at Western).  His legacy is 
reflected in the success of his many 
students — “an army of geological 
disciples now spread around the globe.” 
After an exceptional career that took him 
all over the world, his final years were 
spent at Hillsboro Beach on Lake Huron, 
a place dear to his heart since childhood. 

IN MEMORIAM   
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Gord Davidson (‘47) died peacefully on 
June 2, 2015 in Toronto, after a brief 
illness. Predeceased by wife Joan and his 
brother Joe Davidson (’51).  Gord was 
the father of three (Lee, Kim and Jay), and 
grandfather of three.   
Following graduation from South, Gord 
earned a B.A. (Honours, Business 
Administration) at the University of 
Western Ontario in 1951.  A member of 
Delta Upsilon Fraternity, he played on 
Western’s football and basketball teams.    
An ardent jazz fan, Gord belonged to 
several jazz clubs and was among the co-
founders of The Grand International 
Ragtime-Jazztime Foundation. 
 

Frank Cotton (‘61) passed away Dec. 
10, 2015 at Victoria 
Hospital in his 74th 
year.  Beloved 
husband of Carole 
(Boug),  proud father 
of two and loving 
grandfather of four.  
Dear brother of 
Shirley Gibson 
(’59), Donna Glanville (’62) and Sharon 
Dunsmore (’65).   
Frank was a long time curler and golfer at 
Highland Country Club. At the age of 70, 
he shot a 69 at Fanshawe G.C. Frank's 

passions were his family, golf, cooking and 
gardening.  
 

Barbara (Ball) Vitkauskas (‘62) 
passed away Nov. 3, 2015, age 73, at 
University Hospital.  
Beloved mother of David 
(Cindy) of Kamloops, BC 
and Cathy of London and 
loving grandmother of 
Amy & Brian. 
Predeceased by sister 
Marilyn (Ball) Tew (’47).   
Barb was “a proud and 
graceful woman who lived 
her life with love, kindness and above all 
else, determination. She will be deeply 
missed by all who knew her.”  
 

Walter James (“Jim”) Sarjeant (’62)  
died Apr. 2, 2015 in Naples, Florida, age 
70.  Born in Strathroy, Jim went on to earn 
bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees 
in Electrical Engineering from the 
University of Western Ontario.  After 
working at the National Research Council 
of Canada, he joined the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (and worked on what 
eventually became the International Space 
Station), from 1978 to 1981. A tenured 
professor at the University of Buffalo since 
1981, Jim’s work was published more than 

180 times and he owned a patent for the 
fastest practical high voltage probe in 
existence.  He was also a scientific adviser 
to many industrial and governmental 
agencies, including the US Army, IBM, the 
Navy and the National Academy of 
Sciences.  Predeceased by his wife, Ann 
(Richards), Jim is survived by daughter, 
Cheryl, son, Eric, brother, Robert (‘67) 
and one granddaughter.  
 

Scott G. Stevenson (‘82) died in a car 
accident Jan. 5, 2015 in Michigan, where 
he lived most of his adult life.  Beloved 
husband of Traci, and father of Lauren, 
Scott is also missed by parents Carolyn & 
Ken Chambers, as well as many other 
friends and family members. 
 

Anna Christina Alexopoulos (’04) 
passed away Dec. 8, 2015 after a battle 
with cancer. “Bold as she was kind, she 
left an everlasting mark on everyone she 
met” and will be dearly missed by family 
and friends.  Anna is survived by her 
parents Cheryl & Christos Alexopoulos, 
sisters Dina, Maria (’01) and Sophia (’02), 
brother Steve, and boyfriend Trevor. Anna 
worked as a waitress at the Idlewyld 
Restaurant and also operated a business 
of her own called "Miss Anna's Candles". 
 

IN MEMORIAM (continued)  

KNOWING NO DEFEAT… 

Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66) 
The Latin motto on South’s crest, Virus repulsae nescia sordidae, roughly translates “True virtue 
never knows defeat”.  It seemed appropriate to draw upon that motto for the title of the booklet that 
is being produced on the 57 South alumni who lost their lives in military service during World War II.   
 

The inspiration for this booklet came from two former history teachers, Pete Telford (1978-98) and 
Jerry Selk (1998-2002).  Starting in the mid-1990’s, in an effort to increase the relevance and 
interest of Canadian History to his students, Pete asked them to look at the faces of the fifty-seven 
men, whose portraits occupy a special framed collage in the front hall of the school.  Then they 
were asked to do a research project on one of these men, to find out as much as they could about 
his life, in the hope that they would develop not just a curiosity about his military service, but also a 
sense of connection, an empathy toward the very real person they were learning about.  When Pete 
retired in 1998, Jerry Selk embraced the project and expanded it to include, if possible, personal 
interviews with surviving friends and family members who could share some personal memories.   
 

Over the years a large amount of research material was generated and Pete and Jerry began to talk about putting together a 
publication, believing that the stories of these men would take on greater meaning and significance if they were shared with a wider 
public.  I was asked if I would come on board as editor/designer.  I agreed, knowing it would be a very worthwhile project.  
 

So the work began and is ongoing.  While we hope to have the booklet ready before the end of the year, we all agree that doing it 
well is of the utmost importance, so we will take the time we need to do it right.  We believe it will be a valuable resource for high 
school students, but we also hope it will be of interest to many of our alumni, as well as to anyone with an interest in local history.  
While the exact cost is not yet known, some preliminary investigation has led us to conclude that we will be able to sell the booklet 
at a very reasonable price.  Watch for further details on the alumni website and in future issues of Lions’ Pride. 
 

Final Note: Residents of Old South will probably recognize the artwork on the proposed cover as the creation of South alumnus and 
stained glass artist, Ted Goodden (’66).  It is a photo of one of the 12 “Calendar” stained glass artworks that hang in the Landon 
Library on Wortley Rd.  This is the piece he created for “November” and depicts the Boer War Memorial in Victoria Park that many 
of you will be familiar with.  It was, we thought, the perfect image for our cover and we thank Ted for generously agreeing to its use.             
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LIONS’ PRIDE is published twice annually by the 
South Collegiate Alumni Association.  Content 
copyright  @ 2016. 
 
SCAA PRESIDENT: Knute Dohnberg 
 
EDITOR & GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Connie Weir 
 
SCAA   
c/o South Collegiate Institute 
371 Tecumseh Avenue East 
London, Ontario 
N6C 1T4 
 
Tel. (519) 452-2860 
Fax (519) 452-2879 
 
E-mail: contact@southalumni.ca 
 
Website: www.southalumni.ca 
  

 

Support the Alumni Association!   
 

If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni 
website, help us defray some of the costs.  

Become  a sponsor for just $20 a year. 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Full Name    Maiden Name 
 
 
Street Name and Number 
 
_______________________________________________ 
City  Province/State  Postal/Zip Code 
 
 

 
_____________________________________________ 
Home Phone       E-mail 
 
 

Graduating year  ______________ 
 

 
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni 

Association, to the mailing address in the box on the lower 
left side of this page.   THANK YOU! 

COMING SOON! 
 

For almost 10 years, Jean Ramer has been collecting information 
and assembling stories of the Old South neighbourhood for the 
monthly publication, Old South News, that she puts together with 
husband, Ken Ramer (’70). Forty of these stories are soon to be 
published in an extensively illustrated collection later this summer. 
Stories such as….. 
London’s first bank hold-up,  The Odell School,  Tamblings Corners 
Westminster Abbey,  Westminster Skating Rink,  Parnell’s Bakery, 
Cahill’s Grocery,  Ardaven…….and thirty-two more! 
 

Old South Tales….  Historical Stories of Wortley Village & Old 
South London 

 

For more information contact:  ramers@rogers.com 

 

(In February of this year, Jean received an ACO Heritage Award for 
her contribution to the awareness of local history through her 
monthly articles published and distributed to the neighbourhood.) 

 SCAA UPDATES 
 

Pete Telford Award: In 2014, the Association funded 
a special $500 bursary to honour the end of Pete’s 
term as Alumni President. This one-time bursary was 
awarded to gr. 11 South student Mac Goodyear in the 
form of a Summer Internship at Fanshawe Pioneer 
Village. Last summer Mac assisted with museum 
collections tasks, summer day camps programs and 
site interpretation work with the public.   
 

New Director Needed: There is still one vacancy to be 
filled on the SCAA executive.  With our increasing 
reliance on electronic communication and our website 
(with its alumni database, newsletter archives, 
entrepreneurial database and many other sources of 
information), it is important that we find someone with 
sufficient technical skills to assist us in these areas.  
Email contact@southalumni.ca for more information.  
 

New Photo Collages: As part of our ongoing efforts to  
celebrate South’s human history by decorating the 
school walls with more student photos, two new poster
-sized photo collages have been created and should 
soon be hung on display for all to see and enjoy. 

 

Mike Bloxam (‘01), SCAA Secretary for several years, 
has added to his community-centred responsibilities, 
recently assuming the position of President of the 
London branch of the Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario (ACO).  Mike got involved with the ACO last 
year when advocating for the designation of the 
Blackfriars/Petersville area of London as a Heritage 
Conservation District. 

Directory of Entrepreneurial Alumni 
Promote your business and support those owned by fellow South 
alumni listed in our free directory (http://www.southalumni.ca/sites/
southalumni.ca/files/scaa-dir-entre.pdf). As a contact, you may email 
directory manager (scaa-dir@sandyross.ca) Sandy Ross (‘79), or call 
her at 519.871.word (9673). 

 

SCAA’s Annual General Meeting  
Wed. May 4, 2016  -  7 PM  

Room 123 (Staff Lounge) 

 

All interested alumni welcome!  
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