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T.S.H GRAHAM… his remarkable legacy
by Connie (Woods) Weir (’66)
I want to begin by correcting two errors
made in the last issue of Lions’ Pride.
Firstly, principal Graham’s initials were
not T.H.S. as indicated, but T.S.H.
(Although he went by his second name,
Sam, he came to be known by many as
“Tish”). Secondly, he was not South’s
first principal, but its second. Everton
Miller was principal of South for its first
year (1922-23) before returning to Central. Graham’s tenure was certainly the
longest, however, since he was principal
for thirty years, from 1923 to 1953.
Just think about that number for a minute. The school is now eighty-two years
old, eighty-eight if you count the first six
years in the old Victoria Public School on
Askin Street. One man, Sam Graham,
was principal for over one third of the
school’s history! South has had fourteen
principals since “Tish” retired, and none
has served longer than seven years. Of
course, that doesn’t mean that some of
these principals wouldn’t have liked to
remain at South. As we know, in today’s
educational bureaucracy, administrators
are regularly transferred, rarely being
given the opportunity to stay at any one
school for longer than five years. Regardless of the rationale behind this policy, it would be hard to argue that there
aren't some real benefits to continuity.
Graham’s extended tenure provided a
unique opportunity to participate in
South’s development from its beginning,
and must have given him a special understanding of the school.
In South’s 50th Anniversary book (1978),
he was referred to as “Principal Emeritus”, since he had maintained a close
connection to the school after retirement,
participating in the annual Awards Assembly until the late 1970’s. That adds

SOUTH STAFF 1929-30
Back Row (L to R): H.B. Dinsmore, S.R.. Byles, F.C. Jennings, W.P. Armstrong, A.M. Freeman, W.R. Urlin
Middle Row: Miss A. MacArthur (Secretary), H.G. Wonnacott, M.J.Ireland, Mrs.. Pickett, J.F.Calvert, W.G.
McNeil, Miss K. Jackson
Front Row: Mrs. M. Carr-Harris, Miss J. MacFarlane, T.S.H. Graham (Principal), C.J. Burns, Miss B.
McCamus, Miss K. MacPherson

up to over fifty years of being involved in
the life of this school…. very impressive!
As you can see in the photo above,
South had a staff of nineteen in 1929-30.
Nine of those nineteen had been there
when the school opened in 1922, and
three of them were still there when I
started grade 9 thirty-one years later!
While this may not come as a huge surprise to many alumni, it clearly emphasizes an aspect of the school’s history:
We have had an amazing number of

teachers who have chosen to spend
most, if not all, of their teaching careers
here. The kind of continuity of tradition
and loyalty that this produces, while hard
to measure, is certainly very special.
But back to “Tish” Graham… Born in
Simcoe county, he attended Owen
Sound Collegiate before going to the
University of Toronto, where he earned
a BA (1915) and an MA (1919) in math
(Continued on page 2)
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and physics. He began his teaching career in 1916 in Clinton, Ontario, then moved to Sarnia
Collegiate in 1919, as head of math and physical training. Over the next three years, he
became well known in the province for coaching the Sarnia track team to successive Senior
and Junior WOSSA Championships. This ability as a track team trainer attracted the attention
of the London Board of Education, and Graham was offered a position at the newly opened
South Collegiate in Sept. 1922. The next year he became principal, one of the youngest in
London. That fall, the school made the news when Sir Frederick Banting came to speak to the
student body. An old boyhood friend of Graham’s and best man at his wedding four years
earlier, Banting apparently made quite an impression on South’s students. That same year,
Graham organized the South Parents’ Association, the first and only such organization in a
public secondary school for many years.
Graham’s connection to the school and its students was strengthened by the fact that he was
not only the principal, but also a teacher and a South parent. Throughout his thirty years at
South, he taught a class of upper school Trigonometry (See M. Smibert’s letter on page 3).
Graham and his family were part of the Old South community, residing at 43 Windsor Ave.,
and attending Calvary United Church. His three daughters were all South grads: Norma
(McArthur) (’41), Donna (Hill) (’45) and Ellen (Edwards) (‘50).

T.S.H. Graham (April, 1945)
South Principal, 1923-1953

While South’s students today may feel they have no direct connection to the man they called “Tish”, his face still beams down
on them from the wall above the auditorium doors as they pass, and every year a special student award is presented in his
honour: the T.S.H Graham Award for Citizenship. (As an aside, the recipient of this award in 2006 was SCAA director Dan
Knight (’07). …T.S.H. Graham’s legacy is indeed a remarkable one!

AUDITORIUM PROJECT: A WORTHY NEW SCHOOL/SCAA CAMPAIGN
WHO CAN HELP…?
by Pete Telford (Staff 1978-98) & Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)
When teacher Allison Gamble presented her 2009/10 Dance Show in the South Auditorium on January 21, she needed to
spend $1,200 to rent proper lighting equipment to run the show.
This expense is incurred every time a show is presented on the South stage !
To provide proper sound for the 2009 run of A Chorus Line by South’s Music Theatre production team, $6,000 was spent for
rented equipment.
This expense is incurred every time a full production is staged !
In the month of June each year, the South Auditorium is host to a series of Public School Graduation ceremonies, along with
South Athletic Awards assemblies and Grad assemblies. When June temperatures rise, these events are often scenes of
temperatures reaching 40 degrees in the audience and in the orchestra zone (not to mention the stage). Many of those in
attendance are the parents of prospective South students !
But, alas, no air-conditioning has ever been installed in the South auditorium.
In 2006, a sprinkler-system malfunction caused flooding on the Auditorium stage; the result was serious warping of the
hardwood. Not considered a “classroom” area (although five Dance classes per day are taught on this stage), the flooring has
never been replaced. Thus, the oldest ( and possibly the most successful) high school dance program in Canada is being
taught on a floor that is sub-standard.
Unfortunately, none of these items qualifies for board funding. The Thames Valley District School Board has agreed to carry
out only ONE upgrade – the replacement of the old stage curtains, which no longer meet fire and safety code regulations. But
even this upgrade had its limitations, since the board would not agree to pay for new curtain hardware, despite the fact that the
existing hardware is not really suitable. The $8,000 cost was simply not in their budget.
Since hanging new stage curtains on outdated hardware doesn’t really make sense, the school opted to replace the hardware
anyway, and the SCAA has pledged a donation of $1000 toward the cost. But what about all the other improvements outlined
above? Quite clearly, it will take a well organized fundraising campaign to raise the money needed.
The Alumni Association would like to undertake a campaign to remedy these shortcomings, and bring the facilities up to 21st
century standards. To make this happen, however, we need a few committed individuals to spearhead such a
campaign – along with ideas from alumni on how to generate these funds.
Is it worth the effort? Absolutely! South has a proud tradition of excellence in the performing arts that we need to support, a
reputation for its outstanding Music Theatre Course, Dance Curriculum and Drama and Musical Shows that we want to
maintain. Over the past few years, thanks to the incredible generosity of Matt Giffen (‘85) and successful fundraising efforts
like Roar for the Floor, South’s athletic facilities have been upgraded tremendously. We think the school’s talented music,
dance and drama students deserve no less, so let’s work to give them the kind of facility we can all enjoy and be proud of.
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Marie Smibert (’36)
Editor’s Note: While perusing the 1936 Oracle, I found a photo of Marie in an article written by principal Graham on
scholarship and award winners. While ten South students earned Ontario scholarship awards to attend UWO that year, Marie
won the highest academic award: the Special Tuition Scholarship for the highest standing in nine papers (grade 13
departmental exams). The value of this top prize? … $250.00. How times have changed!

OUR NAME IS BACK…
on the building!
In February, the old lettering came down and South’s original name was restored
to the side of the building at the front of the school.
Note: For those who may wonder what happened to the old lettering… Principal
Schneider reports that the "London South" portion is now in the football locker
room, as a talisman for pre-game pep talks. The "Secondary School" portion
was taken away by the installers as scrap, as nobody wanted to take ownership
of it.
There is just one important symbol left to restore: the school crest. The crest on the cover of the newsletter is actually not the
original. The English wording in the “ribbon” below the crest was added by a principal in the 1990’s because he apparently felt
the Latin on the crest had little meaning for today’s students. But we “purists” in the SCAA disagree! Since South is the only
school in the city, and one of only a few in the entire province, to still offer a full Latin program, what better language to
represent our proud tradition? Not only that, but the motto was created by
South’s first Latin and Greek teacher, Mr. C.J. Burns.
The school's crest was designed with the inspiring motto "Virtus repulsae
nescia sordidae" which may be literally translated "Courage ignorant of
base defeat". Our translation might be explained as “The ability to endure
suffering and hardships makes inglorious defeat impossible.”
The symbols on the crest also have significant meaning. The athlete in the
right corner suggests energy, stamina and the power to conquer in the race
of life. The open book represents the wealth of learning to be gained by our
students and the lighted lamp typifies the inner glow of beauty, truth and
goodness.
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OnOn-Court Battle: Over 40 years of basketball talent
by Pete Telford (Staff, 1978-98)
For the past 25 years, bragging rights about who were the best-ever basketball players at South have been put up for grabs at
an Alumni Basketball Tournament. The impetus for this tournament grew out of a game staged at the Fiftieth Anniversary
Reunion, which drew a big crowd. By 1984 the idea evolved into a tournament, where as many as 4 teams played each other
in a “knockout” format. Dr. Bill Jansenberger (1973) subsequently donated a Trophy for this tournament, which now contains
plaques commemorating the 25 teams who have won during the years since then.
This year a new approach was
introduced. On Friday, January 29 –
as part of an evening of basketball at
South involving the Senior Lions and
Beal - the Alumni Championship was
staged as the “Feature Game”. A
crowd made up of both current South
students and alumni fans were treated
to a spectacle that featured more than
40 years of basketball talent. The
“Veterans Team” showed their stuff
early and led up until half time. At
that point the young legs of the “Youth
Team” propelled the more recent
grads to a 56-40 victory.
The trophy containing all this history,
along with a photo of the reigning
champions is on display in the trophy
case in the front hall at South.

VETERANS TEAM
(Front Row, L to R): Kevin Gowdey (’76), Heinz Mayr (’67), Tim White (’67), Tom Dalby (’87) & Pete Richards
(’82)
(Back row, L to R): Dave Dufton (‘86), Jonah Melville (‘96), Clyde Atkin (‘75), Pete McIntosh (‘84) & Dave
Sumner (‘88)

YOUTH TEAM
(Front Row, L to R): Billy Giannoulis (‘05), John Sengbusch (‘98), Jim Ngo (‘98), Joshi George (‘98), George
Giannoulis (‘09)
(Back Row, L to R): Dave Sewell (‘08), Morgan Fairweather (‘00), Damien Gordon (’00), Ted Bell (’03) & Keith
Harding (’03)

4

Alumni basketball player, PETE
RICHARDS (‘82) was featured
recently in “Business Buzz”, a LFP
column which focuses on the local
business community.
For three generations, Pete’s family
was involved in the frozen food
business.
His grandfather
established the first frozen vegetable
processor in Canada in Lambeth in
1947 (became Strathroy Foods).
The business was carried on by
Pete’s father Dave (‘56), but three
years ago, Pete decided to make a
change. The business was sold, and
Pete started a new career: tax and
wealth planning for owners of private
corporations.
His new company,
Peter Richards Advisory Group
was recently incorporated.
Teammate, KEVIN GOWDEY (‘76)
was also featured in the LFP, on Oct.
30/09. As Elgin County Crown
Attorney, Kevin was the chief
prosecuting attorney in the infamous
biker gang murder trial of the
Bandidos accused of killing eight
fellow bikers. He was photographed
after delivering a statement, thanking
the police, jury and prosecution team
for their efforts in securing swift
convictions, following a lengthy trial.

UPDATE ON SCAA PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES…
The Beautification Project
Editor’s Note: As indicated in the last issue, South’s exterior Beautification Project is being planned in partnership with
Professor Sylvia Behr and her students at the School of Art and Design at Fanshawe. While plans for this project haven’t
been finalized yet, we can certainly look to our public school neighbour for both inspiration and ideas...

Bringing Beauty to the School Yard: Tecumseh’s Greening Project
by Summer (Jones) Burton (’92)
London is the Forest City, and Old South in particular is known for its abundance of trees and greenery. Greening is an
ongoing process, which can be seen in the schoolyards of both South Collegiate and Tecumseh Public School.
Tecumseh began its greening initiatives in 2006/2007 when parents, community volunteers and Home & School members
began planting shrubs and installing flowerbeds on the property. A partnership with the City and ReForest London led to the
installation of Tecumseh’s first outdoor classroom in the front yard in 2007, along with the planting of 16 mature trees on the
property. Tecumseh will celebrate Earth Day this year with the creation of its third outdoor classroom, this time in the rear
yard, thanks to a recently received Metro Green Apple Grant and their continued partnership with ReForest London. Each of
the school’s students will be given the opportunity to participate in the planting of three mature Eastern Hemlock trees that
will anchor the new classroom.
Involving students in the greening of their school grounds has always been a key component of Tecumseh’s naturalization
plans – JK and SK students participate by planting sunflowers, and primary students plant and grow heritage tomatoes and
other vegetables behind the baseball diamond. Students of all ages regularly participate in environmental initiatives around
the school as part of “Green Teams”, and their work, along with the ongoing naturalization of the yard, has seen Tecumseh
become a Gold Certified EcoSchool for three years running.
Tecumseh keeps its yard green throughout the summer months with the help of community members and parent volunteers
who spend time on the schoolyard enjoying the shade, playing with their children, and watering the gardens. It’s truly a
community effort, and one that’s been recognized by the City of London through its Communities in Bloom project since
2007.

The Gathering on the Green
As reported in last fall’s issue, our first ever participation in Old South’s annual “Gathering on the Green” was a resounding
success. This year’s event will be on Saturday, June 5th and the SCAA plans to be there. Once again, we will be setting up
a display table with information on the Association. Hopefully, we’ll reconnect with a few more alumni we’ve lost track of and
demonstrate our commitment to being part of the Old South community. If last year’s event was any indication, it should be
an enjoyable day. Why not consider joining us?

Lions’ Pride — Upcoming Issues
In the last issue, alumni were asked to submit more material for the newsletter – memories of classmates or staff members,
alumni updates, or any other items of interest. The response to this request, while not exactly overwhelming, was certainly
encouraging. A special thank you to Bill Culp, for his excellent article on the Wortley Roadhouse, and to Summer Burton for
her article on Tecumseh’s Schoolyard Greening Project. Thanks also to Camilla Heckadon for mailing a copy of the 1953
LFP article on T.S.H. Graham’s retirement, as well as to Marie Smibert and Bill Hennessy for their letters.
In future issues, we’d like to look at a few more figures from South’s past. If any of you have memories of Don Freeman,
Claude McCallum, or Bryce ”Dinny” Dinsmore that you’d be willing to share, please send us a letter or e-mail. Another idea is
to do an article on South’s multi-generational families. We have already mentioned a couple in previous issues (the Hessels
and the Haymans), but we know there are many more out there. If you know of any family that can boast of a threegenerational connection to South, then please send us some information.

NEW HONOUR FOR OUR WEBSITE CREATOR
Congratulations to ANDREW McCLENAGHAN (‘97), whose company, Echidna Solutions Corp, was
one of the four finalists, in the small business category, for “Business of the Year”.
The London Chamber of Commerce’s 27th Annual Business Achievement Awards Ceremony was
held on March 24/10. Established in 1982 to acknowledge and celebrate local achievement, these
awards have become London's most prestigious business event of the year.
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The Heart and Soul of Old South
by Bill Culp (’66)

Whoever said that a school is the heart of a community got it right. So it is in Old South, the
part of London defined by South Collegiate Institute’s student catchment area… the area
bound by the Thames River, by Wharncliffe and Wellington Roads and somewhere past
Commissioners Road. People living there have a strong sense of community, most likely
because our old school, LSCI, is Old South’s heart.
But, soul is the second ingredient in the recipe for community sensibility. And, like a
metronome, the Soul Man keeps the community’s “ticker” in regular time. That’s because
on weekend nights, Marty Verweel, a 1969 South alumnus, cues the downbeat for his
house band, Soul Sausage; then, on Sunday afternoons, The Village Blues Band follows
his lead, going live; and Old South patrons of The Wortley Roadhouse, many of whom are fellow South alumni, get it goin’ on.
This connection between school and pub, between “heart” and “soul”, began to develop in April
of 1990, when Marty bought the licensed restaurant on the corner of Wortley Road and
Elmwood Avenue. Before that, Marty Verweel’s tie to SCI was casual, if not moderately
indifferent. In the mid sixties, when he was in Grade 10, Marty and his mother and siblings
moved to Tecumseh Avenue after his father had died in Port Colborne. Marty says he knew
nobody and so he went home for lunch every day for the first six weeks of school - in spite of
the “closed lunches” rule imposed by school administration on students then. This rule applied
to all, including those who lived a block from the front door of the hallowed halls, as in his case.
“I didn’t know the rule existed and I didn’t know anybody, so nobody told me,” he says.
While at South, Marty took music under the late Joe George’s “stick”. Since he already knew
how to play trumpet and piano, he undertook, in 1966, the curious challenge of playing the
oboe for the next three years. Even before making the Wortley Roadhouse his business, his
primary interest after leaving high school was to have his own place to play music. Once that
was accomplished, Marty’s second aim was to bring quality musicians, mainly R&B and
Classic Rock types, to “the Wort”. He saw the need and wanted to provide upbeat, danceable
music to appreciative Roadhouse patrons - the kind of music he and Soul Sausage and The
Village Blues Band like to play.
His partner, Gail, has the restauranteur acumen, he quickly acknowledges. The result of their
partnership is an enterprise that is special to many: one that combines hearty food and drink,
accompanied by distinctive soulful entertainment. Marty has built his pub to be the hub of the Old South community and he’s
done it deliberately.
Marty Verweel, class of 1969

One especially appreciative patron is former South C.I. History teacher (1978-98) and Alumni Association co-founder, Pete
Telford. “When I first came on the South staff, there was no pub in London South. When Marty and Gail took over and this
became the Wortley Roadhouse, a group of us started coming once a week. Now, we regularly draw 10-20 teachers on a
Friday”.
At around the same time, some South Alumni, under the influence of Ken Ramer (‘70), were getting together every Friday at
another locale. When that bar closed, Ken and his cohort adjourned to “The Wort”. An Old South resident his entire life, Ramer
extended the invitation to congregate to both sexes, according to Nancy (Gray) Woodworth (’69). In the mid-nineties, he
invited “the chicks” to the South boys’ table. How could chicks not be included, especially when there was a true Soul Man on
trumpet, laying down the kind of music that cried out to be danced to. And so it continued. And on the last Friday before
Christmas, 2009, there were scores of South-affiliated patrons clamoring, from mid-afternoon to well after midnight, for food and
drink… and music, provided by their very own Soul Man, Marty Verweel.
“When I saw the response at the 50th Anniversary in 1978, I realized this was no ordinary school,” says Pete Telford. He
suggests that quality extends to Old South, a “phenomenon to which people are drawn back to… for its quality of life and its
feeling of comfort and familiarity. The Wortley Roadhouse tends to embody this feeling.”
Marty Verweel doesn’t deny any of that. “Lots of people don’t ever leave Old South. They like it here.” That includes him. Old
South and the Wortley Village, in particular, make a community with character and characters, he says with a grin. He knows
many of his customers by name and he treats his regulars with due consideration, not just because it’s good for business, but
also because they’re friends and neighbours. Many of the musicians who played this summer at the Village Jazz and Blues
Festival (Marty’s brain child) are Old South denizens.
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“In order to be successful,” Marty says, “you have to be involved
in your community.” That involvement includes sponsoring
charitable groups in Old South and supporting a variety of local
events, such as the every-Tuesday-in-the-summer collectible car
“Cruise Night” and the SCI Alumni Homecoming football game.
But launching a jazz and blues festival was certainly one of
Marty's most exciting ventures.
“We closed the street for six hours and hired four blues and five
jazz bands to play at two locations.” “We” really means Marty,
who, almost single handedly, orchestrated the occasion. For the
city to approve the event, he and the village goldsmith had to go
door-to-door and get the signed support from at least two of
every three residents and occupants on the street, purchase
liability coverage, petition all the merchants in the village for a
financial contribution and, from that, pay the musicians.
Donations ranged from $150 to $2000. For their largesse, his
fellow entrepreneurs reaped considerable reward, courtesy of
hungry and thirsty festival goers in the mood to spend, thanks to
the upbeat music. “Everybody’s patio was packed,” he fondly
recalls.
Why did he do it? He thought, “Why go downtown [to Victoria
Park’s summer events]? We’ve got a community here, so let’s
have music here, right on the street.” He figured since some of
the musicians were Old South residents, their neighbours would
want a chance to hear them play in “comfort and familiarity”…
and he was right. Thousands showed up. Why not? In Pete
Telford’s words, “There’s stability that doesn’t seem to be as
evident elsewhere.”
Marty is self-effacing about being an anchor in Old South but, clearly, the Village has been revitalized over the past twenty
years since the Soul Man staked his claim on the corner. The Wortley Roadhouse was the only place with a liquor license
back then. Now, there are an additional four such licensed eateries, plus a couple of coffee shops and a bakery, for hospitality
services. As well, a village church was renovated to become apartments and the grocery store has re-invented itself, along
with a revitalized library, an inveterate hardware store and seemingly dozens of thriving small businesses.
Not so long ago, an airline travel magazine recognized Wortley Village as one of the five top neighbourhoods to live in Canada.
But many of Old South’s core residents would like their community kept on the down-low. Gentrification won’t make their
Village any better in their estimation: It’s not a “destination”; it’s home. For Marty Verweel, it will remain such in the
foreseeable future.
That’s a
good thing as nobody wants to
see the soul of Old South break
his bond with its heart.
For many South Collegiate
alumni, Old South remains their
real home, even though they’re
living elsewhere.
It’s a nice
place to visit; for some, it’d be a
preferred place to live; and the
Soul Man factors large in making
it so.

POST SCRIPT: The Wortley
Roadhouse celebrates its
20th Anniversary on April
29, 2010. Be there or be
square! For updates, go to
w ww .w ortleyroadho u se.
com.

L to R: Marty Verweel, Teddy Leonard, Ian MacKay, Chris Murphy & Ryan Spong
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IN LOCAL NEWS….
TED GOODDEN (‘66) has teamed up with fellow stained glass artist, Lynette Richards, to launch the London Stained
Glass Guild (LFP, Jan. 11/10). The guild has moved into the East Lions Artisans Centre on Churchill Blvd., previously
occupied by the London Potters Guild. The guild began teaching classes in January and hopes to build up a membership to
sustain the facility. The guild is a non-profit organization that will be run by its members “to promote education and excellence
in Stained Glass.” On another note, if you haven’t seen Ted's great blue heron “flying” over the entrance to the Renaissance
Apartments at York and Ridout, do check it out. It’s beautiful!

STEVE JAMES (‘77) also made the news again (LFP, Feb. 3/10). The London chef was asked to work at
the Vancouver Club during the Olympics, “serving up bountiful dishes of regional delights for members of the
International Olympic Committee”. James, the program manager for the London Training Centre, with over 30
years of experience in the restaurant business, said he was excited about the opportunity ”to work with some
great chefs”. Wish we could have joined you, Steve…
LEN VAN ESCH (‘83) has come a long way since the accident twenty-two years ago that changed his life: 6 weeks in a
coma, 14 months in the hospital, followed by two decades of painful but determined recovery. Van Esch, a rookie cop at the
time of the crash, was never expected to work again, but now gives in-school presentations for the London Police Department.
Last November (LFP Nov. 14/09) Van Esch visited Oakridge Secondary, where his inspiring message was simple but powerful:
“Never give up in life. Never.”
DAN BRODBECK (’86) has been nominated for a Juno award for his work with Irish rock singer, Dolores O’Riordan on
her solo album No Baggage. Brodbeck, who recorded the album at EMAC studios here in London, was nominated as
recording engineer of the year for Apple of My Eye and Be Careful, a song he co-wrote with O’Riordan. Brodbeck’s elated:
“I’ve been doing this so long.” (LFP, Mar. 4/10) The Juno awards show will be televised April 18, 2010.

LAURENCE SIMNER (‘89) was featured in a humorous article (LFP, Jan. 25/10) entitled “Last Post for Bugles…”
Simner, a bugles fan since boyhood, was upset by General Mill’s decision to stop selling the horn-shaped corn snack in
Canada: “It wasn’t just a chip…. It was part of my growing up.” Half out of silliness, and half out of sadness, Simner started a
Facebook page called Bring Bugles Back to Southwestern Ontario. According to Jeff Hopkins (‘81), a cultural geographer
and associate professor with UWO’s Faculty of Social Science, such food “attachments” are not uncommon: “ Food is so basic
to our socialization and biology that we can become quite attached, particularly to foods introduced as a treat in childhood.”

JIM FINLAYSON (‘91) was described in the Globe and Mail (Oct. 29/09) as “one of Canada’s elite distance
runners”. He has represented Canada three times at the World Cross Country Championships. This time,
however, he was competing in an unusual event, dubbed “The Beer Mile”. Four laps of the track. One beer
per lap. No puking, on pain of a penalty lap. Hundreds of people around the world have posted their times, and
beer of choice, on www.beermile.com, since the first race three years ago, but Jim Finlayson, who now lives in
Victoria, BC, remains the world record holder with a time of 5 minutes, 9 seconds.

GREG OH (’92) is the Musical Director & Conductor for Giiwedin, A First Nations Opera playing at Theatre Passe Muraille
in Toronto from Apr. 8—24, 2010. Giiwedin is a co-production of Native Earth Performing Arts and Indie(n) Rights Reserve.

CHARLENE LAZENBY (‘99) was named to the Mayor’s New Year’s Honours List (LFP, Jan. 6/10), which recognizes
Londoners “who’ve achieved philanthropic excellence”. Charlene (“Chuck”) earned this honour for her role as general
manager of The Unity Project, an emergency shelter and transitional housing facility at 717 Dundas St. Her devotion to
helping the marginalized is clearly evident as she works with staff to assist 50 to 70 homeless individuals every day.

CAROLYN CAMMAN (‘05), a UWO criminology and psychology grad, performed the part of Popova in a production of
Chekhov’s “The Bear”. The play was presented last November by UWO’s Department of English at Conron Hall in UC.

DYLAN JACOBS (‘09) won the Canadian Under–25 Lawn Bowling Championship in Saskatoon
(LFP, Aug. 18/09). The 17-year-old Dylan, who started bowling with his grandfather (also a national
champion), was pictured with his grandfather’s bowl, which he used to win the tournament. Although it’s
considered “a little off the radar” for teenagers, Dylan loves lawn bowling and is looking forward to going
to Australia this April to compete in the World Under-25 Championships.
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MAIL BOX...
Letters and e-mails from alumni
A REAL PLEASURE

WONDERFUL MEMORIES

It was a real pleasure to
receive and read the Fall
2009 edition of Lions’ Pride
and read the names of
various teachers and
students from my period
there (1939-44).
I attended the 60th Reunion,
but since then have been
less able to participate. I
hope my donation will ensure
I receive future printings.
Best wishes for your
success.

I enjo y readi ng the
newsletter very much and
hope to have time to write a
paragraph or two for it soon.
I have such wonderful
memories of the excellent
teachers I had at South… in
Latin, for example, which
believe it or not was fun, and
History, which became my
major in University (almost
did an honours degree in
History but music won out)
and English… I enjoyed all
subjects! I loved school, and
so I decided to become a
teacher when I was at
Tecumseh, so that I would
always
be
in
that
environment.
I was very busy over the
years writing a newsletter for
the Vancouver School Music
Teachers Association and
know how time consuming
such an endeavour can be.

Mary (Lake) Jones (‘44)
SAVED CLIPPINGS
I read your comment that
you would like to do an
article on Mr. Graham, the
principal at South Collegiate.
I was at South from
September 1948 until I
graduated in June 1953. My
family moved at that time to
Hamilton, so I went to
McMaster University and
graduated in Honours
English and Philosophy. I
attended Teacher's College
at Ryerson the summer of
1957, and returned to
London to teach at the new
school, G.A. Wheable.
I am sure I have some
newspaper clippings from my
time at South Collegiate!
Camilla
(Russell)
Heckadon (‘53)

Elizabeth (Williams) Miller
(‘56), Vancouver, BC
A MYSTERY SOLVED
I have received your recent
(Fall ‘09) SCAA newsletter
and I was surprised to read
about myself! It seems that
all this information was
culled from a recent book
review by James Reaney of
the London Free Press.
Reaney had reviewed a

children’s book which I
wrote.
The curious thing is—who of
your readership knows who
Jo Shawyer is??? So I will
solve the mystery for you: Jo
Shawyer is Joyce Simmons,
who graduated from South in
1957.
Best Wishes.
Jo (Simmons) Shawyer
(‘57), St. John’s, NL
Editor’s Note: I have written
to thank Jo for solving this
mystery. Since she wasn’t in
our database and we didn’t
know her maiden name, we
had no way of checking her
grad year. I did “google” her,
however, which is how I
learned of her multi-faceted
career as a professor, writer,
artist and Scottish dancer.
She is now officially
“registered” on the alumni
website.
AN EXCELLENT PAPER
Thank you so much for all
your time and effort in
producing/editing Lions’
Pride — an excellent paper
that we thoroughly enjoy
reading.
I was devastated to learn
that Mary Jayne (Blakely)
Collins (’59) had passed on.
We’d been at the “9C”
Reunion brunch in Sept. ’05
and that’s the last we saw of

them (Mary Jayne &
husband Jim). I did know of
Jim’s passing earlier. If it
hadn’t been
in the
newsletter, I’d have never
known… Thank you.
Sandy
(‘59)

(Stannard)

Dixon

THANKS FROM A NEW
GRAD
I was selected as one of the
recipients for the South
Alumni Award for 2008-09,
which was graciously funded
by you. Thank you very
much for your generous
donation towards this award.
I appreciate it very much and
it means a lot to me to
receive positive recognition
from the South Alumni
Association.
I am currently in my first year
of
the
Mechatronics
Engineering program at the
University of Waterloo.
I
attended South for all four
years from grade 9 to 12,
and I found it to be a
wonderful school with a great
environment that supports
learning and growth.
The
years that I spent at South
will always be remembered
in my heart and I look
forward to giving back to the
school someday in the
future.
Yifei Cheng (‘09)

LACEY SMITH (’02) has been very busy since she was last featured in the Spring ‘07 issue. In 2008, she won Les
Grands Ballets Canadiens de Montreal’s first national choreographic competition.
An independent dance artist and choreographer, Lacey is committed to developing an audience base for
contemporary dance in London. Last November, the Canadian Children’s Dance Theatre presented its
celebrated holiday tradition, Wintersong – Dances for a Sacred Season, at the Palace Theatre. A coproduction with London Community Players, the program featured the premiere of a dance that Lacey
created. Ancient Trinity, performed by ten local dancers, including several from South, was presented
again in Toronto in January, as part of Dance Ontario’s Dance Weekend (2010).
A second London show, FLUX, featuring three of Lacey's works, was presented by London Community
Players, on March 6/10. One of the pieces, a world premiere entitled Amidst the Shadows/Caught in
the Wind, was inspired by the impact of the city’s development on the environment and on our
relationship with our natural surroundings.
At the present time, Lacey is creating a new piece for the South Dance Company, which will be
performed in an upcoming show. (We’ll keep you posted!)
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GRAD RECALLS SOME MEMORABLE TEACHERS FROM THE 1950’S…
I graduated (first time around in 1954) then did “post grad” in several courses to graduate a second time in ‘55. So I have dual
citizenship at South. I read through Lions’ Pride (Fall ‘09) and your invitation to offer fond memories, and thought of one little
anecdote that might be of interest here…
There were, of course, numerous memorable teachers at South: Sneaky Mitch, who put me on the stage crew, Mr. Allen, who
orchestrated On the Town and others that I so fondly recall. There was Mr. Robbins who taught me trigonometry (although I
still have no clue as to what a cosine is), Spatz McGuire who taught me the trumpet on a brand spanking new Olds that the
school wouldn’t sell me when I left, Mr. Dinsmore who seemed to be connected to the Cheerleaders somehow, and Jean
McRobert… Jeanie McRobert! She seated us in her Geometry class in order of rank. Those with the highest marks sat next
the windows and those with the lowest in the row next the door. Somehow I managed to rank around the middle after
Christmas, but during the last term I had the honour of sitting right by the door. I don’t remember much except that it didn’t
really bother me, and I recall getting thoroughly drilled by Jeanie because I laughed out loud when Ted Gibson couldn’t grasp
what I thought was a rather simple concept, and Jeanie was practically pulling out her hair to get
Ted on track.
So when the day arrived to write the departmental (Gr. 13) exam, Jeanie intercepted me at the
doorway going into the exam, and in her rather motherly fashion, quietly let me know that I did not
have to write the exam if I didn’t want to! Of course, her concern was my feelings, not her
standing among the teachers in the province. Out of the blue, I boldly announced that I was going
to pass that exam. To which Jeanie, in almost a state of shock, said, “Bill, if you pass that exam I
will send you a letter of congratulations.” I guess her sarcasm was at its very best at that
moment. So, well, I passed. In fact I got 72, as I recall. And I still have in my possession
Jeanie’s letter of congratulations.
Years later, I met a grad from South and when we were reminiscing, he told me that many years later Jeanie was still going on
to her classes about this failing student who ‘out of the blue’ passed, so don’t ever give up sort of thing. I have to say in my
own humble way that I am not sure who got more out of that experience, Jeanie or me.

Bill Hennessy (’54… and ’55)
Westmeath, Ontario

SOUTH’S BUILDERS CONTINUE SCHOOL SUPPORT…
Featured in the Spring ‘08 issue as they celebrated their 135th anniversary, Hayman
Construction, the company that built South in 1928 and sent eight of its family members to school
here, continues to support us through their Homecoming sponsorship. This ongoing support is
much appreciated, despite the fact that, as George Hayman (‘48) explained in his e-mail below, family commitments have
prevented attendance at the Thanksgiving weekend events.
“The Homecoming dates don’t fit in with my
schedule, as we have a cottage near
Gravenhurst, and that is the focus for us every
year, as we have a family gathering to close
up for the winter that weekend. I might add,
just as an afterthought, that we experienced
an amazing family gathering for a week at
Christmas when the whole eighteen of us
spent a week together at an all-inclusive resort
in Panama. Our four sons all went to South
(Peter ’74, Dave ’77, Brian ’80 and Ian ’86)
and are all married with eight grandchildren
added to the clan, along with four wives! I
have attached a picture of us all from that trip.”
Final Note: George is the 1948 class rep and
his brother, Bob, is the rep for the class of
1946. A third brother, Don (‘54) is deceased.
A sister, Molly (Ware) (‘60), who now lives in
Newfoundland, also attended South.
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IN MEMORIAM
Elizabeth
( B e t t y ) humour, Bill is survived by his accomplishments, honours Andres
Jaaku
(‘62),
(Cameron) Eady (‘34) wife of 69 years, Marilynne, and accolades (including the passed away suddenly on
daughters Charlotte and Order of Canada in 2008) is
Carolyn, five grandchildren far too long to repeat here.
and two great grandchildren.
Most recently (August 2009),
he was honoured by the
Maddie (Phillips) Sherriff Canadian Medical Association
with their lifetime achievement
(‘46) passed away peacefully award.
on Feb. 6/10 in her 82nd year.
Maddie was an active member
of the Garden Club of London
and the UCW at Wesley-Knox
United Church on Askin St.
Maddie is survived by a son,
Paul Sherriff (‘72) of Guelph,
a daughter, Heather Hines
( ’ 7 6)
of Lo n do n, s i x
grandchildren and four great
William Charles Avery grandchildren.
(‘36) passed away on Jan.
18, 2010, in his 92nd year. Lawrence (Larry) Bloxam
One of the highlights of Bill’s (‘49), passed away on Dec.
time at South was being a 27/09 at Parkwood Hospital, in Although most of Dr. Rix’s
member of the football team his 81st year. He is survived philanthropic contributions
that won the W OSSA by his wife, Lois, two sons, went to BC institutions, he
Championship in 1935. The Brian (Clare) & Bob, never forgot his roots. As
picture of this team was daughter, Barb (Gary), seven noted in our previous article,
always in his home office. grandchildren and his sister, he donated two million dollars
Throughout his life he had a Thelma (Bloxam) Hauser to UWO’s School of Medicine
in 2005. Understanding his
great love of sports.
(’51). Larry worked for many
generosity is quite simple: As
years at Empire Brass
he himself explained, ”If you
(EMCO), first with his father,
do something for yourself -and later with his son.
like go fishing -- you enjoy it
for a day; if you do something
Dr. Donald Rix (‘50) In the for the community, it lasts
Fall ‘08 issue of Lions’ Pride, forever.”
the SCAA took pride in Don was predeceased by his
Bill served overseas in WW II acknowledging Dr. Rix as a wife of 49 years, Eleanor. He
as a Staff Sergeant in the “Grad of Distinction”. Sadly, will be sadly missed by his
Canadian Army. Arriving in this remarkable man passed daughter Laurie and brother
Normandy on D-Day-plus-two, away November 6/09 in Bob Rix (‘56).
after
a Interested alumni are
his division oversaw the fleet V a n c o u v e r ,
of tanks and motorized courageous battle with cancer. encouraged to “google” Dr.
vehicles used by the His obituary in the Vancouver Rix to read more online.
Sun opened with the following
invasionary forces.
Bill was an active, lifelong words of praise: “Dr. Don Rix
Alan Robert McLean Mill
member of Christ Anglican was an icon, and his passing
Church on Wellington St. leaves a huge void in the (‘57) passed away Nov. 29,
After
community, and sorrow in 2009, age 71.
(where he loved to sing!).
graduating
from
South,
Alan
A visionary,
Daughter Charlotte Oldham many hearts.
attended
UWO,
earning
a
described her father as a very entrepreneur, philanthropist,
positive, upbeat person who business leader, tireless business degree in 1961,
always kept his faith in the community volunteer, mentor, followed by a law degree in
future.
A favourite saying c o n s u m m a t e c o r p o r a t e 1964. He was a partner in a
was “Give to the world the citizen, devoted husband and law firm in Wingham, Ontario.
best you have, and the best father, Don was—at the core– Alan is survived by his wife,
Joanne, daughter Andrea, son
a physician and healer .”
will come back to you.”
A man of both integrity and Don’s impressive list of Brian, three grandchildren and
sisters, Mary & Vicky.
passed away Mar. 7, 2010, in
her 95th year. Predeceased
by her husband, John, and
son, Bill. Survived by three
sons (Jack, Tom & Ken), a
daughter, Betty and nine
grandchildren. Also missed
by twin sister Dolly Collyer
(‘34), brother, Graeme
Cameron (‘37) and sister-inlaw, Jean
(Jarmain)
Cameron (‘37).
Betty’s
“sparkling wit and feisty spirit
were balanced by her loving
heart.”

Jan. 3, 2010, in Scarborough,
age 66. Andres was born in
Viljandi, Estonia, but grew up
in London.
An excellent
student, Andres was awarded
the Raymond Compton Dearle
Gold Medal in Physics, when
he graduated from UWO in
1966. The SCAA appreciates
the support he and his wife
Ellen (Rice) (‘62), have given
the Association over the
years.
Andres is also survived by
sister-in-law, Lee Ann Rice
(’64) and brothers-in-law,
Brian Rice (‘71) and Stephen
Rice (‘77).

Irene St. Michael (staff,
1961-64) age 86, passed
away peacefully at her home
in Toronto on Oct. 31, 2009.
She was a teacher/coach at
South from 1961-64.
Predeceased by her husband,
Charles, Irene is survived by a
son Michael (’71) of Ottawa, a
daughter Shawn (’73), of
Toronto, and 3 grandchildren.
Ron Nolet (staff, 1965-76),
passed away Dec. 1, 2009, at
Parkwood Hospital, age 70.
Cherished husband of Rose
Mary and father of Ron. Also
survived by five sisters.
Predeceased by his daughter,
Katherine (2007).
After graduating from the
Kemptville Agricultural School
and the University of Guelph,
Ron taught in Mitchell for two
years before arriving at LSCI
in 1965. He taught Science
and Biology at South until
1976, when he transferred to
Saunders.
After retiring, in 1996, Ron
and his wife enjoyed winters in
Arizona, Texas and Florida
and summers relaxing beside
campfires outside their trailer.
An avid reader, he loved
learning new things, especially
on his many computers.
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SCAA ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

HOMECOMING 2010
Saturday October 9, 2010

Wed. May 5, 2010
7:00 PM in Room 102

The South Alumni Association is once
again planning a fall Homecoming. Be
sure to mark the date on your
calendars and plan to spend part of
your Thanksgiving weekend with us!
We are currently in the process of trying to secure
some individual and/or corporate sponsorships to
help defray the cost of hosting this event. If interested
please contact Dan Knight at dan@day2knightevents.
com for more info.

Alumni who wish to organize individual class reunions
around Homecoming are asked to let us know. We
have some tips on How to Organize a Class
Reunion, that may be useful.
WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THE WEBSITE!

AGM… The thought doesn’t really cause one’s
heart to flutter, but here’s the truth: The success of the
South Collegiate Alumni Association rests heavily
on the attendance and participation of you and your
fellow grads.
Two important structural plans will be put in place at
this meeting:
• Formation of a Campaign Committee to redevelop the South Auditorium (see article, p 2)
• Formation of a group to oversee the planning of
our 85th Reunion, May, 2013
In both cases, the critical component will be alumni
input of IDEAS on what we want to accomplish, and
how best to do it all.
Please plan to attend, and bring your friends and all
your ideas with you.

WE NEED YOU !

Support the Alumni Association!
If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni
website, help us defray some of the costs.

Become a sponsor for just $10 a year.
LIONS’ PRIDE is published twice annually by the
South Collegiate Alumni Association. Content
copyright @ 2010.
SCAA PRESIDENT: Pete Telford
EDITOR & GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Connie Weir
SCAA
c/o South Collegiate Institute
371 Tecumseh Avenue East
London, Ontario
N6C 1T4
Tel. (519) 452-2860
Fax (519) 452-2879
E-mail: contact@southalumni.ca
Website: www.southalumni.ca
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_______________________________________________
Full Name
Maiden Name
Street Name and Number
_______________________________________________
City
Province/State
Postal/Zip Code
_____________________________________________
Home Phone
E-mail
Graduating year ______________
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni
Association, to the mailing address in the box on the
lower left side of this page. THANK YOU!

