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To Helm and Back… Part 3
by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)

Roger T. Macaulay (1964-68)
While Sandy Ross kindly authored the
first three profiles in this series of updates on the lives of South’s principals, I
opted to write this one, since I was at
South for two of Roger Macaulay’s four
years as principal.

Before contacting Roger directly, I decided to “google” him, curious to see
what information was online. I was, I
must tell you, very impressed with what I
found. Several of the “hits” were articles
pertaining to Roger’s induction into London’s Sports Hall of Fame last November, along with the members of his 1957
Ontario title-winning basketball team
from Beck Collegiate. The best information, however, was found at www.
beckcollegiate.ca/rtm.htm. (Yes, the
school may no longer exist, but there is

still a website!) There was a very interesting piece, entitled “Seven Golden
Years” that described his seven years
teaching and coaching at Beck, as well
a ”Curriculum Vitae”. As an English
teacher myself, I was fascinated to learn
that he had been a voracious reader in
his youth, who had read “most of what
he was to take” in high school English,
before he even got there! Later, as an
educator, he organized “Roger’s Readers”, a group of 300 teachers and administrators who met in small groups to
discuss their readings. He also set up
Field Trip Canada, which took 40-70
teachers each June to parts of Canada
from Labrador to the North West Territories.
It was also interesting to learn that
Roger, a native of Guelph, was first encouraged to come to London by Ernie
McTavish: “Boy, could I use you in London (at South) coaching basketball.”
Unfortunately for South, Central’s principal got him first. After two years at Central, he transferred to Beck, where he
continued to teach English, Phys Ed
(and sometimes History), as well as
coaching basketball.
In September
1957, he went to Wheable as English
Department Head, followed by a 2-year
stint as an Ontario High School Inspector. Then he went back to Wheable, this
time as principal, an impressive feat
considering he’d never been a viceprincipal. After only one year at Wheable, the Board asked him to go to
South where they were having “a lot of
problems”. (See the article “My Memories of Roger T” on page 2.) After his
four years at South (’64-’68), Roger was
asked to be the Superintendent of Curriculum for the London Board.

Although Roger officially retired in 1984,
he has been anything but retired from
active community involvement. One of
the first things he did was join a committee that was instrumental in the formation of a new project on student learning
called: “Canadian Youth Self Help”,
which he ended up running for the next
two years. Then he got involved with
“Over 55”, an employment agency for
older workers, and served as its manager for 7 ½ years. If you take the time
to read his “Curriculum Vitae”, you will
see that there is an entire page of various chairmanships, memberships and
positions that Roger has been involved
with since his retirement. They include
serving on the Storybook Gardens Committee, the Employment Initiative Committee, the Ontario Senior Games Committee, being President of the London
Council of Seniors, and a member of the
Cabinet of the LHSC Foundation’s Fund
Drive. To my surprise, I also learned he
had been one of the founding members
of the London Musical Theatre in 1988
(now Musical Theatre Productions), a
drama critic for CFPL-TV and CKSL Radio, and a Vice-President of Theatre
London. Those are just a few of the
things Roger has been doing since his
“retirement”… pretty impressive, as far
as I’m concerned.

Now 87, Roger and his wife of 63 years,
Betty, live in a retirement residence on
Baseline Road. When I visited recently,
he admitted that he had slowed down
(“REALLY slowed down”) in the past few
years. Now he just focuses on “living”,
he says.
(Continued on page 2)
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Still well dressed, however, and fit looking, he attends the exercise
classes at the residence three times a week. He and Betty also enjoy
going to the educational classes, lectures and movies there. A driving
service allows him to continue going to services at the Oakridge
Presbyterian Church, near their former family home. He says that he
still can’t go out without people recognizing him. I suggest that that’s
not surprising at all, given his years in education and community
service. I also tell him that he looks much the same. The face may
have aged, but the snow white hair, lively blue eyes and warm smile
are all still there.
Roger Treston Macaulay has lived a very busy and fulfilling life, for
which he has received a lot of public recognition, including a Mayor’s
Special Londoner’s Award, an Optimist International Community
Service Award and a Governor General’s Commemorative Medal (on
the 125th Anniversary of Canadian Confederation). When I asked him
if there was any one honour he found particularly special, he
mentioned a letter from Queen Elizabeth that he had received,
acknowledging “his contributions to his country.” You can’t get much
more special than that…

Roger at the South’s first Homecoming, October 13, 2007

MY MEMORIES OF “ROGER T”
by Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)
When I arrived at South in the fall of 1961, long-serving principal, Claude McCallum (1953-61), had just retired, and the
new man at the helm was Don Freeman (1929-64). Don had arrived at South as a young man, and was a dedicated,
popular teacher and coach for the next thirty-two years. Of course, as a typical grade 9 student, I had no knowledge or
appreciation of his years of service to South. To me, as to most grade niners, he was just an “old man”, and a rather stern
seeming one at that. An unfair assessment, I’m sure, especially when we learned part way through grade 10 that “Mr.
Freeman” was battling cancer. Although he remained principal, officially, he was on sick leave much of the time and the
administrative leadership of the school suffered as a result.
By the time Roger T. Macaulay came to South, in 1964, the school had gained a bit of a “reputation”. Neighbours were
complaining about South students “hanging out” on their lawns at all times of the school day, smoking and being generally
disrespectful. A so-called “rumble” between the students of South and Wheable had made the local news and the
administrators downtown were getting very concerned. What was needed was dynamic, firm leadership…
I still remember the first assembly with Roger as principal. An excellent public speaker, he
spoke with warmth, clarity and charm. We were impressed by that, as well as with the fact
that in 1957 he had coached a senior boys’ basketball team (at Beck) to an Ontario
championship. “Older”, yes, but still dashing and debonair, Roger’s prematurely white hair
soon earned him the nickname “the silver fox”. We felt lucky to have a principal who was
so “cool, ” a principal who was very “visible” around the school - in the hallways and
classrooms, as well as at games and various special events. What we didn’t know then,
however, was that he had been selected to be the “firm hand” needed to restore order and
discipline to South.
Over the course of my remaining two years at South, Roger did just that. He instituted
several new rules, a few of which caused some resentment, especially the one requiring
students to stay on school property for the entire day, including lunch periods and spares.
The argument from the office was that if we couldn’t be trusted to respect the property of
South’s neighbours, then we would have to stay inside during school hours. While most of
the student body probably remained unconvinced, most of us still did what we were told.
Looking back on those years now, I suspect that Roger didn’t enjoy having to invoke those rules any more than we liked
being the recipients of his version of “tough love.” But he had a job to do, and he did it… very well, in fact. In the clarity of
hindsight, I realize that Roger T was exactly the principal South needed in 1964. And if the truth be told, I imagine that
many, if not most of us, would admit that we benefitted from being taught to have a little more respect for authority and the
reputation of our fine school.
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THE GARDEN PROJECT
While it may be a little premature to
publicize this project, it is hoped that by
mentioning it here, we may generate
some alumni interest in participating…
As most of you probably know, tending to
school gardens is not part of defined
custodial duties. Traditionally,
administration has looked for some
interested individuals or school group(s) willing to take on the
maintenance and “beautification” of the school’s gardens. As
with so many volunteer jobs, however, this often ends up
being a rather hit and miss arrangement.
At South, the EnviroClub is officially in charge of the gardens,
but the status of that club is questionable (currently consists of
two teachers). The science department may be interested,
and if the gardens can be made a part of the curriculum, then
we may even be able to get some money to put towards their
upgrade.
At the February SCAA executive meeting, it was suggested
that there might be some local alumni who would be interested
in getting involved in a project to fix up South’s gardens.
Given that gardening is one of the fastest growing leisure
activities in the country, we are cautiously optimistic that may
be the case. Even if you don’t consider yourself “horticulturally
talented”, if you get a lot of enjoyment out of planting, tending
and watching things grow, this may be the perfect “hands on”
project for you to get involved with.
At the moment, the project is still in the conceptual stage, but if
you’re interested, please email us at contact@southalumni.ca.

OLD YEARBOOKS
The SCAA has inherited the inventory of
the South Yearbook Committee. We now
have numerous boxes of yearbooks for all
years from 1988 to 2007, stored in the
Alumni Office on the second floor. There
are also copies of the 50th Anniversary
Yearbook (from 1978), as well as six
boxes of composite grad photos (2000 to
2007). Interested alumni may obtain any
of these books and/or photos for FREE (if
prior arrangement is made to pick up a
copy at the school) or by mail (for shipping
cost only).

SCHOOL NAME CHANGE?
For the first forty years of its existence, it was called
London South Collegiate Institute (and it still is by many
of us who trod its halls until the mid-60’s). But in 1963, the
London Board decided that all its high schools would adopt
the name “secondary school”, which is how South became
South Secondary School. The new name, however, was
never embraced by most alumni, and at last year’s AGM,
the SCAA unanimously endorsed the idea of restoring the
original name. The proposed change has also been
endorsed recently by the School Council, the Students’
Council and the Staff of the school. We now need the
Board’s approval and are preparing a formal application.
Wish us luck!

Students’ Council Photo Restoration Project
On Saturday October 11, 2008, thanks to the monetary support of alumni, the first phase of the Students’ Council Photo
Restoration Project was unveiled in the school cafeteria. We currently have 30 pictures displayed on the wall for all to enjoy,
with a number of years still to be added. That being said, we are currently in the process of starting phase two of this ongoing
project. To be able to
continue, we are looking for
further monetary support from
our alumni to help fund the
costs of getting the photos
restored and framed. Also, if
any alumni have Students’
Council pictures from the
1930’s through to the early
1960’s we would love to see
them, as there are some
missing years in our collection.
If you have any questions
about this project, have a
picture to share or would
like to support our efforts,
please e-mail Dan Knight at
smartie641@hotmail.com.
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PRINTERS’ ALLEY… A Nashville Reunion
By Bill Culp (‘66)
A little after the appointed hour in
Nashville’s renowned Printers’ Alley, the
door to the bar opens, allowing a gust of
cold, mid-February air to barge in,
accompanied by “the guy”. He’s got his
saxophone case slung over his shoulder,
his signature goatee has turned snow
white and his head is shaved like a cue
ball. The house manager of the Bourbon
Street Blues and Boogie Bar, along with
her wait staff, bartender, bouncer and
coat check girl all look up and smile,
some shouting out a bold welcome,
others expressing a more discrete hand
gesture of recognition and regard. A
musician glances over from the stage
and nods, grinning broadly. “The guy” –
he with all the “cred” - is in the house.

After a dozen years as the sax guy for
the Bourbon Street Blues and Boogey
Bar’s house band and two decades as a
session musician in the recording studios
of Nashville, in addition to touring from
Chicago to New Orleans to Houston and
seemingly all points in between, Pete
Burger is a mainstay among the
musicians of the “Music City”.

everybody else and that ended that.”
Peter sips his drink and I see behind his
wire-rimmed glasses that he’s delighted
to be able to relate this tale. He tilts his
head wryly and smacks his lips in
satisfaction.

Being satisfied sums up what being a
professional musician is for Pete. He’s
been in the company of countless
“I feel like this is my town. I’ve played
musical artists and creative entertainers
with literally hundreds and hundreds of
across the continent for his entire adult
the top musicians in this business.”
life. He’s played with some of the best,
After South, Peter played his sax and and loved every minute.
clarinet around London at The Latin
Being part of that community is important
Quarter, The Firehall and anywhere else
to Peter Burger, as much as being
he was invited to play. One day, he got
recognized as an individual and a
an offer to play with an American blues
professional.
And being part of a
and rock group for a Chicago gig. He
community started when he went to
jumped at the opportunity and that was
South, especially the day that Joe
the start of a litany of adventures that he
George welcomed him into the school’s
has both learned from and embraced.
concert band.
Interestingly, however, it was a South
band-related adventure that Pete says
was one of his most memorable.

As I rise to embrace an old friend, whom
I haven’t seen in decades, “the guy”
strides forward, acknowledging, it seems,
everyone he passes. His black leather
jacket conceals a burliness I hadn’t
“It was the last night of the British Isles
reckoned on.
part of the South band’s European trip
“Man, you’re bigger than I remember!”
(Summer, 1966). We were in a hotel in
“Right back atcha!” says Peter (“Boots”) London, and the next morning we were
Burger, member of the Class of 1966 at to board a ship at Southampton for the
Mediterranean cruise part of the tour.”
my old school, South Secondary.
[Author’s Note: It’s mid February and
I’m in Nashville, stopping for a few days
on my way to Florida, in the company of
another ’66 Southy, Janet (Dean)
Gibson. At a Christmas party seven
weeks earlier, I ran into Pete’s younger
brother, Bill ’69), (or “Mort” as Peter
used to call him). At my request, Bill has
orchestrated this reunion with my fellow
South “band-it” and European “tour-ist”. ]
Pete Burger was lead clarinet during his
time as a Lions music maker. He was
the best musician I knew then and I was
curious, 42 years later, why he had been
so accomplished so early and so
passionate about music for so long.
“My dad recognized my musical potential
before we moved to London in the mid 60s. He willingly paid $25 an hour for
private lessons (quite a lot of money
then) because he had faith in me.”
And has Russ Burger’s faith in his son
paid off?
“I’m proud to say I’ve played for
hundreds of thousands of very
appreciative people since those early
days.”
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Then he interjects: “It’s important to know
that, before I came to South, I had
already been an on-the-road musician for
almost a year and I was a little older than
the rest of you guys.”
“Anyway, the plan was to go with two of
my fellow reed section members to a
jazz club while we were in London, but
there wasn’t any opportunity until that
last night. So, around midnight, the three
of us snuck out of the hotel for an all
night ‘crawl’ and when we got back at 7
a.m., we were intercepted by a teacher/
chaperone. He told me - because I was
the brains behind the whole thing - I
would be sent home to Canada
immediately. When I didn’t react to this
threat the way he expected, he said he
was also going to confiscate my horns. I
looked him straight in the eye and told
him I was a 20-year-old young man, not
a teenager, and that he had no authority
to send me anywhere other than to direct
me to the bus to get to the ship. Then, I
said that I’d charge him with theft if he
even touched either my sax or my
clarinet. Well, he had second thoughts.
I got on the bus with my horns like

Part of South’s concert band (‘66), L to R: Sue Cornell, Bill
Culp, Bill Bryce, Peter Burger & Don Letton (seated)

“Joining that band was a very important
moment for me.
Before South, my
school days were anything but happy
and enjoyable. But when I joined that
group of high school musicians,
everything changed for me.
I was
welcomed and respected, without
hesitation, by everyone. I loved my time
at South. And I’ve loved my life ever
since.”
The house band is now going full throttle.
The patrons of the Bourbon Street Blues
and Boogie Bar are going crazy again
tonight. And all the while, Pete Burger is
in a groove. He’s in his element and not
about to be summarily removed from it.
And I’m right there with him.
(Note: See the website
complete, unedited article.)

for

Bill’s

SCHOOL NEWS… Here and Now
School Show… South’s “Singular Sensation”
South Musical Theatre is thrilled to present A Chorus Line, the best musical...EVER!
Have you ever coached someone through the excitement and anxiety of an audition or watched them
steel themselves to face criticism or rejection? If so, then this show will truly strike a chord with you. A
modern classic, A Chorus Line chronicles the joy, despair and triumphs of a group of dancers as they
audition for a Broadway show.
We are very proud to be presenting London’s first high school production of this very challenging and
compelling show. A Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-winning musical, it has dazzled over 6 million
people during its record-breaking 15-year run on Broadway, has been successfully revived twice since
its premiere, and is currently touring North America.
Shows will run Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights, April 30 to May 2 and May 7 to 9. Tickets will be available

through the Grand Theatre Box Office. Call 519-672-8800, or visit www.grandtheatre.com.

We hope to see many alumni back at South for this "singular sensation"!
Editor’s Note: Having had the pleasure of seeing South’s exceptional production of Cats in the spring of 2006, I can tell you
that I am one alumna who will most certainly be in the audience for one of these performances. I’m certain it will be a
wonderfully entertaining evening.

Social Justice
Justice Committee
South’s Social Justice Committee (SoJo) is going full blast! Our goal this year has shifted away from a single project (like last
year's goal to build a school in Sierra Leone), to one of impact. We are attempting to affect the lives of 50 000 people.
Because of this, many of our activities have occurred outside of the school community with less emphasis on fundraising and
more on capacity building and leadership development. We have held our own Genocide Conference for students across
the board, had a "Big Give" event before the December break, created a network of like-minded groups throughout Ontario
with its own website, held meetings with local social justice groups, and sent students to leadership conferences.
Within the building we had a "Right to be a Kid" Week that focused on spirit building inside the school and awareness of
poverty for children throughout the world. Leroy Hibbert from LUSO spoke to our students about personal responsibility at an
assembly. Every lunch period had free activities for students including yoga, a drumming workshop, and a giant mosaic of a
map of the world. On one beautiful, sunny day, hundreds of students enjoyed the season's first BBQ and then watched a
documentary on the power of art in the lives of children hurt by war, the Oscar nominated film War/Dance. The last day of the
week was a chance for grade 9 students to learn about world issues in sessions run by members of SoJo.
Our biggest project of the year is yet to come. Our second annual Barefoot Walk will take place on Friday May 22nd from
10AM -2PM. We will be holding this event at the new Springbank Gardens and are planning to include a number of
speakers, music, entertainment and food. Many schools have already committed to coming, so we hoping to raise enough
money to build more than one school. All alumni are welcome to attend this tremendous event.
Anita Watkins, teacher advisor for SoJo

ALUMNI WEBSITE… now six years old!
In preparation for the 75th reunion in 2003, the SCAA went “online”. Andrew McClenaghan (‘97), our
website creator, and site manager since that time, is to be highly commended on the job he has done for
us. A BIG THANK YOU, Andrew! After six years, we decided that it was time to ask our alumni readers
for some feedback. What would you like to see on the website that perhaps may not be there? Should we
consider, for example, posting the SCAA meeting minutes for any interested alumni to read? And what
about an alumni “Classifieds” section? Certain criteria would have to be established, of course, to govern
which ads were suitable for posting. The suggestion was that the ads would have to be posted by alumni,
directed at alumni, and be not-for-profit in nature. (Such as the ad currently posted on the website for a
home exchange this summer). Andrew has assured us that he can put up any content we want, so give it some thought. If
you have any suggestions or comments please send them to us: contact@southalumni.ca. On another note, there was a
proposal made by an alumnus that we consider having e-mail addresses for alumni (@southalumni.ca) This would allow
members to have a permanent address, that wouldn’t change if their internet service provider changed. Thoughts?
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A Younger Old South…
by Sandy Ross, (‘79)
Cleaning closets can be as much about daydreaming as dust bunnies. I hit gold with a
1956 binder created by London Kinsman and future mayor, Allan Johnston, a ‘This Is Your
Life’ binder that gently roasted my late father, F. Don Ross, class of ‘40 and Kinsmen
president at the time. I soon found myself “time-capsuling” to post-war Old South.
Sprinkled with geographical flashbacks to London landscapes long since paved over or
“re-purposed” (friendlier phrasing than ‘torn down’), it recalls local life in Dad’s youth. I can
almost see the pop bottle and taste the tangy bubbles, as I read about the Wishing Well
plant at Bathurst & Richmond – former site of Grandpa’s employer, McLaughlin Buick.
Grab a soda and join me as I reminisce with these snippets reflecting from ’56 back to the
’20s.
"Richmond & CNR was a level crossing with gates. Tecumseh House [hotel] stood where
the bus terminal now is. There was no Richmond Street bridge to London South, but
Labatt’s was down that way (for 100 years before). Wellington Street bridge had a
separate bridge for street cars that went up High as far as Tecumseh. Belgrave was one of
the early streets that had cement roads, and I mean cement – every 50 feet had an iron
bar placed across to allow for a temperature change. Boy, how those bars could crash the
front wheel of a bicycle or, yes, even a Buick in the good old days. Three years earlier,
F. Don Ross, arriving overseas in his
freight cars were running through the [Belgrave at Tecumseh] back yard: the Traction
South jersey, 1941
Electric Railway to Port Stanley. Rates: 15¢ return for children under 15. Sir Adam Beck,
Chairman of the Hydro Electric Power Commission, was elected MPP. Dr. Cameron Wilson
was Mayor... getting ready to build the new University buildings north of London on the old Kingsmill farm."

From blooms to bricks… a new high school is born
"Tecumseh School had 100 acres of field surrounding it. Lots of daisies.
[See photos at right] When Don got his entrance, he only had to cross the
street, for the new South Collegiate was in full swing. I bet the quartette of
Sumner, Aldis, Merrifield, and Ross helped build that collegiate."
(Note: Don Ross grew up in a home at 49 Belgrave, on the north west
corner of Tecumseh and Belgrave.)
My reading ends with an anecdote on a "great WESTMAHRD club"
formed by a group of friends in the South neighbourhood. The club name
was derived from the initials of its members [all alumni, I believe]:
W - Gordon Winder (‘41) (See article, page 10)
E - Jack Elliott (‘40)
S - Jack Sumner (’39), Jim Sage (‘39?)
T - Ronald Tomlinson (‘39)
M - George Merrifield (’40?), Ted Mara (’40?), Bruce Moffat (’40?) (killed
overseas)
A - Barclay Aldis (‘42)
H - Jack Hartry (’40), Jim Hahn (‘40?)
R - Donald Ross (‘40)
D - Ted Duplan (‘39)

Don’s cousin, Cuthbert (”Cuth”) Jones (‘40) in the field of
daisies where South would soon be built. (Tecumseh PS is in
the background.) (1923-24)

It hits me how many of these men I’ve known in my life as they remained
faithfully a part of Dad’s. I close the pages of this discovered treasure,
feeling a quiet contentment. Even amid news of economic crisis and
consumer pessimism, I can smile. While unemployment or gas prices
may go up, lifelong friendships “go South”.
Sandy Ross has been running her own communications company,
Word’s Worth, for the past 16 years. www.sandyross.ca
L. to R: Don’s cousin, Ken Jones (’35), Don (’40) & brother,
George (‘33) (1923-24)
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80 YEARS OF LIFE with Carl and Friends
Carl Watson (’45) is a pretty amazing guy. About two years ago, he decided to write a book. He said it was something “I
thought I should do... even obligated to do”. It would be a book about his own life’s experiences, as well as those of his
many friends. He wanted his book to “speak” to legacy and heritage, so he set about gathering photos and article ideas,
enough for a 400 page book with about 500 pictures. When he couldn’t find an interested publisher, Carl decided he would
self-publish his book. He formed a book committee and hired Aylmer Express Ltd. to do the printing.
Carl admits that the task was much bigger than he originally anticipated, bigger than any of the five profitable businesses
he started and ran over the years. But he had memories that he wanted to preserve and pay tribute to. For example, he
had many fond memories of his early childhood growing up on a 100-acre farm in Dublin, Ontario. Unfortunately, his
parents lost that farm during the Depression, but today, Carl and his wife, Audrey, have a farm of their own, in Caradoc
Township, west of London. He says it has been “warm and fulfilling”, a “respectful” place enjoyed by all his children
grandchildren, friends and relatives. There are many memories of life there that he wanted to preserve as well.
After two years of work, the book is very close to completion. Once it is, Carl’s initial marketing plans include group (and
individual) book shows.… Not bad for a guy who just turned 80! (www.80yearswithcarl&friends.com)

Journey of a Lifetime: Alumnus brings his Florida team to South
Last November, after the travel arrangements were in place, the SCAA received an e-mail from Greg White (’66). An ‘A’
student and star athlete, he played football for all five years at South. Basketball, however, was his passion. Captain of
the Senior Team for his last two years, Greg was also President of the BAA in his final year. Greg has lived in central
Florida for many years, where he practises emergency medicine and coaches a girls’ basketball team.
A loyal South alumnus, Greg returns to London regularly. While family visits are no doubt the main reason, his love of
basketball also brought him back to South every December for many years, to play in the annual Alumni Basketball
Tournament. He has also attended all of South’s Reunions, as well as our first Homecoming, in Oct. 2007. It was at that
Homecoming where Greg first spoke about his plan to bring his girls’ team to London. He talked very passionately about
his desire to arrange a trip that would be the “Journey of a Lifetime” for many of them.
Part of Greg’s e-mail from last November is reproduced below:
“As most of you know, while I continue to see patients daily in the Emergency Department as a Board Certified Emergency
Medicine Physician, or attend and teach one of my 250 paramedics, my real passion and hobby for the last 6 years has
been to return to coaching High School Girls at Kathleen Sr. High School in Lakeland, Florida.
This year I have convinced my School Board, despite an economic edict of no travel outside Polk County, to allow an
educational and cultural event that most of my girls will never experience again...to travel by plane to visit Niagara Falls and
then to London on Sunday November 23.
I spoke recently with Samantha (“Sam”) Ward, South’s Senior Girls’ Basketball coach, about the experience hosting Greg’s
team. She talked glowingly, saying that from the time they arrived there was a sense of comfort and connection among the
members of the two girls’ teams. At a welcome reception Sunday evening, at a local golf course, Sam said there was no
awkwardness, as might be expected, when the girls met each other. It seemed clear, she said, that any perceived
differences were readily “embraced”. On Monday, Greg’s girls happily attended classes with their billet hosts before the 2
PM game against the South team. 200 students
purchased “Buy Out” tickets, to get out of class to
attend this game (which Greg’s team won 55-37). That
evening, they enjoyed a dinner in the school’s atrium,
sponsored by the parents of one of the South players.
The Coaching Clinic on Tuesday, presented by the
head coach of UWO’s women’s team, was excellent.
Although Greg’s girls were disappointed with their
performance against John Paul II (an OFSAA
participant this year) on Tuesday evening, they rallied
to attend another half day of classes on Wednesday,
followed by a goodbye lunch, before heading home.
EDITOR’S NOTE: In a recent conversation, Greg
shared some other wonderful details about his team.
Unfortunately, there wasn’t enough space, so another
article, Greg White’s Reflections on ‘A Journey of a
Lifetime’ has been posted online, with some
additional photos.
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IN LOCAL NEWS….
KEN WOOSTER (‘38) - A feature article by James Reaney, entitled “Orpheans made sweet music” (LFP Nov. 23/08),
described the Wooster family’s 3-generation contribution to London’s music scene. Family patriarch, Harry Wooster Sr., a
member of the original RCR band, helped found the London musician’s union after he arrived in London in 1886. His son,
Harry W. Wooster, played violin and led a London dance band called the Orpheus Orchestra. Harry’s son, Ken, kept the
family tradition alive by playing trombone with the Frank Crowley band in the 1930’s. He also made the musical material of the
Orpheus Orchestra available to Al Shipley, for his website: www.londonbigbands.ca. Ken Is both a student and a staff
alumnus, having taught Chemistry at South for four years in the 1950’s. Due to failing eyesight, he played in public for the last
time in the band put together for the Class of ‘56 Golden Anniversary Reunion in 2006. Ken turned 88 in January, but given
the longevity of both his father (97) and his grandfather (97), he should have several more years to look forward to.

ANNA BAKER (‘46) (deceased) - Anna Baker was the first person to be
inducted into the South Collegiate Hall of Fame (subsequently joined by Robert
Ford). A new website has been created which contains biographical information as
well as images of several of Anna’s paintings (www.annabaker.net). (Editor’s note:
Not being familiar with Anna’s work, I decided to have a look—well worth a visit)

JOHN HARVEY (‘64) - A new annual Award for Arts Administrators, The Leonard McHardy and
John Harvey Award was announced last June by The Toronto Alliance for the Performing Arts (TAPA).
John and Leonard are the celebrated owners of Toronto’s Theatrebooks, one of the longest surviving
independent bookstores in the country. The sponsor of the new award explained her choice of name:
“Leonard and John are role models in their support of the arts and in particular the theatre community.
I wanted them to be recognized for everything they do and for everything they stand for.”
Among his numerous volunteer activities, John has served as a Dora Juror (The Dora Mavor Moore
Awards celebrate excellence in Toronto theatre) and is a current member of Riverdale Farm’s Advisory
Council. Before co-founding the bookstore in 1975, John taught high school drama in London.

TED GOODDEN (‘66) - One of Ted’s beautiful stained glass artworks, entitled “Toboggan Hill”, a piece in his series “The
Ridgeway Windows” (described in the Spring ‘07 issue), was chosen by the Free Press as their annual Christmas Eve frontpage artwork for the December 24th edition. “Toboggan Hill”, depicting the hill at the foot of Becher Street, near the footbridge
to King Street, is now in a private collection. Many other of Ted's stained glass pieces are displayed in public buildings
(Centennial Hall, Landon Library, etc.) as well as local churches, such as Christ Church Anglican at Wellington and Hill Street.

KATE (TRISH) NELLIGAN (’67) - Kate (known as Trish when she was at South) was featured in the “Citizen One,
Standout People “ column of the Dec. 24/08 Free Press. After beginning her career in England as a stage actor, Kate moved
into film. On Kate’s page on the canadianactors.info website, fourteen movie titles are listed to her credit. In 1992, she was
nominated for a best supporting actress Oscar for her role in Prince of Tides. She’s also been nominated for four Tony awards
for her Broadway performances and won several Gemini Awards for her work in Canadian television.

STEVE JAMES (‘77) - Steve, a chef at Waldo’s on King, one of London’s finer restaurants, was pictured with
chef-owner Mark Kitching in a Free Press article entitled “Waldo’s joins ‘eat local’ trend”. This winter Waldo’s
launched a monthly “Local, Organic, Fun” dining event featuring a menu made up of nearly all local foods.
Steve, who was chef at the former Café Bruges, has also taught at Fanshawe College and the Stratford Chef’s
School, and now works training staff in the culinary industry. He is a big supporter of the “eat local” movement.
SOUTH PROFILE - In the Free Press’s annual profiling of area high school’s Jan. 31/09, South was described
as having a reputation for being “a safe school with a high degree of academic success and commitment to the arts”. Under
the “Other” category, it was described as follows: “ A proud traditional school. One of the only schools in Ontario to host
homecoming in the fall. A social justice committee is highly touted for its work in the community.”
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MAIL BOX...
Letters and e-mails from alumni
REMEMBERING
TWO
UNIQUE TEACHERS…

‘seven’ in my own teaching,
and it worked!

Thank you for our alumni
paper.
I would like to
contribute the following
items, about two of South’s
unique teachers (circa 1942),
teachers who taught much
more than their subject.

Brock Rachar (‘46)

Fletcher Calvert (often
respectfully referred to as
“Bugs”), although elderly and
retired, had been recalled to
teach us science during the
war years. He had written
the authorized Gr. 9 & 10
general Science texts for the
Province of Ontario.
His
methods were different but
effective.
During a visit to his
marvellous nearby garden on
Tecumseh Ave., when I was
about 15, he called me over
to look at one of his special
plants.
“Brock, you will
never forget the name of this
plant,” he said, looking me in
the eye. I am now 80, and I
will never forget the
“campanula repunculoidies”
O R m y o ld s c i enc e
teacher…
“Charlie” Burns taught us
Latin. He loved to read to
us, in Latin, stories of the
Punic Wars.
With his
somewhat wrinkled, welltanned face, we almost
pictured him as one of the
old Romans. Steeped in the
mysteries of the ancients, he
knew the importance given
to the number ‘seven.’ His
favourite expression was
“Seven is a good number,
class!” and he made it a
good number. If we needed
to rehearse a correction in
our work, rather than writing
‘lines’ a hundred or more
times, he asked for seven
times.
That broke the
pattern and we actually
learned the correction. I
borrowed Charlie’s magic

KUDOS!
You folks are doing a great
job on behalf of all of us who
had the fabulous experience
of attending South!
Ron White (‘47)
A WOSSA WINNING TEAM
This isn’t going to sound very
modest, but I couldn’t help
but notice the item about
Roger Macaulay and his
undefeated 1957 Beck
Spartans winning the all
Ontario Senior Boys ’
Basketball title, the only
London team to ever do so.
In 1946 I was a member of
the Junior Boys’ Basketball
team. We, too, went through
the season undefeated,
becoming the first London
high school team to ever win
a WOSSA title. Our season
was documented in the 1946
Oracle. I’m not sure who
was coaching Beck’s junior
boys in those days, but in
any case, we beat them,
along with teams from
Kitchener and Windsor.
As usual, I enjoyed the latest
Lions’ Pride. As usual, good
memories were stirred by
names from my era: Fred &
Barb (Mapletoft) Penny,
Jessie MacFarlane, Don Rix,
and Keith Tambling.

also played E flat Bass in the
London Citadel Salvation
Army Band and I am
currently a member of the
International Brotherhood of
Magicians.
Ross Andrewes (‘49)
Editor’s Note: The program
that Ross sent us was in
excellent condition. It was
interesting to see both the
wide variety of student
entertainment, as well as the
staff involved.
Russ
Maguire conducted the
orchestra and was the
overall program director,
while Ernie
McTavish
directed a performance
entitled,
“Tumbling
Tumbleweeds”.
Jessie
MacFarlane was one of the
dance directors, Gordon
Wonnacott was on the
stage committee and Jean
McRobert helped with
costumes. A fascinating trip
down memory lane!
NEW MASTHEAD LION
Our masthead’s lion doesn’t
look as if he could live up to
our motto. Perhaps others
feel the same.
A more
suitable lion might come as
the result of a contest.
Doug Westgate (‘56),

I am sending $10 by mail for
the Association.
I never
thought I would support
anything at South at the time
I left in 1966… But it was
South that was my stable
base for five years while all
hell broke loose in my
personal life outside school
hours. I came to realize how
much I depended on the
school to give me the
direction I needed later in
life, and the value it was and
still is to me, that I think goes
well beyond most graduates.
I have rarely gone back to
London since moving in
1970 - three times to be
exact - 1979, 2003 &
2008). Last summer I took
my 35-year-old daughter, a
trilingual defense lawyer and
civil member of the RCMP,
my wife and my 6-year-old
francophone grandson to
South for the first time. My
daughter knew nothing of my
time in London and at
South.
It was her first
exposure to that part of my
life… Keep up the good
work.
David Mulcaster (‘66)
Editor’s Note: David is a
Senior Associate for The
Collins Group Inc. in Kanata,
Ontario.
KEEP UP
WORK

Gord Davidson (‘47)
VARIETY NIGHT, 1948
I have enclosed a copy of
the London South Collegiate
Variety Night Program, held
February 12th & 13th, 1948.
I have underlined my name
showing I did a magic act
and played the tuba in the
orchestra. I enjoyed my four
years at South. At the time I

SOUTH A STABLE BASE

Editor’s Note: Readers will
notice that the lion on the
masthead has been changed
in this issue. (See above.)
Let us know if you think this
new lion is an improvement.
If not, send us some
alternatives.

THE

GOOD

I very much enjoyed reading
your newsletter (some 40
years after leaving South)
and was able to identify
many of those referenced.
Keep up the good work.
Oliver Gauld (’68)
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Libby Elefteros (formerly Faclaris)
(staff, 1993-2009)
celebrated her
retirement as Head of the Family Studies
Let us know where you are and what you Dept at South, with a luncheon on
Saturday, Jan. 31/09, at the Idlewyld
are doing.
E-mail
your
update
t o Inn..
contact@southalumni.ca, or mail to
SCAA, 371 Tecumseh Ave. E. London, Wendy & John Thorpe (principal 198993) proudly announce the graduations of
ON, N6C 1T4.
their daughters, Jocelyn (‘96) and Hilary

WHO’S WHERE

(‘98).
Jocelyn received her PhD in
Environmental Studies, from York
University on June 16/08 and is currently
pursuing post-doctoral studies and
teaching at UBC in Vancouver.
Hilary received her PhD in Forestry from
the University of Toronto on Nov. 13/08
and is currently pursuing post-doctoral
studies through UBC in the Queen
Charlotte Islands.

Memories of a ’41 Grad...
I attended South for six years (five was normal) because Miss McCamus decided my English was deficient. In Grade 10, Miss
MacFarlane said, "Gordon, you should go into history" At the time I thought "No way!!” since I planned to be an engineer.
When I got to Queen’s, however, my calculus professor was quickly persuaded I would never be an engineer. Then I spent 30
months in the army taking courses, the last in 1945 at Fort Benning, Georgia (when the atomic bomb was dropped on Japan).
After the war I earned a BSc in Geology (’49) at UWO, then an MSc (’51) and a PhD (’53) from Cornell University. I spent the
next 34 years in UWO’s geology faculty, including six years as department head. During the summers, I did bedrock mapping
in Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, and northwestern Alberta. I have been on field trips in all Canadian provinces (except
Saskatchewan), as well as several European countries, Australia, the Bahamas, and over a dozen USA states. Publications
include two books, one dealing with Sir William Logan, designated in 1998 as the most important scientist in Canada's history
and 53 papers in scientific journals, including one on the geology of London, Ontario.
Jean (Clark) and I have two married daughters and two granddaughters. One of my fondest memories of South was playing
trumpet in the orchestra (always second trumpet!!!) with Mr. Byles conducting.
Gordon Winder ('41)

SOUTH’S OLDEST LIVING GRADUATE?
At 98 years of age, Lillian Park can look back on her days at South Collegiate, when the building first opened... AND THEN
SOME ! Her first four years were spent in the temporary quarters at the old Victoria School on Askin St, which served as
“South” from 1922 to the Spring of 1928.
On April 26, 1928, Lillian (then Lillian Spettigue) joined her 400 fellow students, literally picking up all their books, and parading
the ten or so blocks to the corner of Belgrave Ave and Tecumseh. Lillian describes the location as “a fine new building”, a
welcome change after the creaking stairs, leaky roof, and gaps in the floor they had endured at the Victoria location. (Ironically,
the new building was inadequate for the enrolment and construction began immediately on 9 additional classrooms.)
Today, from her current residence in the new McGarrell Place in north London, Lillian looks back on her South years with many
fond memories. Her three sisters – Betty (’36), Margaret (’28), and Eunice Spettigue (’33) – joined her at South. (Betty and
Margaret have since passed away, but Eunice lives next door to Lillian at McGarrell Place.)
“I was only 12 years old when I started in grade 9 at South”, says Lillian. “I seemed to do well in my courses, and the teachers
were very good. There were a number of clubs at the school in those days, and of course sports. I liked basketball best of all,
and played on South teams.”
Despite the economic troubles of the early 1930s, many students were engaged in
after-school jobs. “I helped out at our family’s Tailor Shop, at Richmond and Horton
Street, while my close friends Marion (‘29) and Beth Orchard (’28) earned
spending money at their father’s Coal company.”
A neighbour, Keith Coates (’33)*, introduced Lillian to his cousin who was visiting
from out of town, and it wasn’t long until Lillian Spettigue became Lillian Coates.
Although the family moved around over the next several years, one of her three
sons attended South: Bob Coates (’54).
* Keith Coates, class of 1933, is one of the 63 South men on the Roll of Honour,
having given his life in World War II with the RCAF in the skies over Holland.
Today Lillian greets her visitors with a warm smile, and refers to some of her longdeparted teachers (McRobert, Carr-Harris, Dinsmore, McNeill, Principal Graham)
as if it wasn’t all that long ago that they started her on the path that will see her turn
99 this June.
Her lifetime, since 1922, is the lifetime of South Collegiate. It could be that she is
our oldest living graduate.
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IN MEMORIAM
Helen (Fountain) Roberts
(‘32) passed away in February
in her 94th year.
Helen’s
daughter, Judy (Roberts)
and
Guest
(‘63)
granddaughter, Alana Guest
(‘90) are also South grads…
another of the school’s 3generation families. Helen is
also survived by a son,
Stephen, four additional
grandchildren and one greatgrandchild.

Robert (“Bob”) C. Hill (‘46)
passed away on Nov. 9/08 in
his 82nd year. Retired from
IBM, Bob was a member of St
John’s (Masonic) Lodge for 60
years, as well as a member of
the Mocha Shrine Temple and
the Ontario Genealogical
Society. Bob is survived by
his wife, Marjorie, two siblings,
including sister Diane (Hill)
Horlick (‘53), four children
and four grandchildren.

Abiel (“Abe”) Thomas Frith
passed away at
(‘36)
London’s University Hospital
on Feb. 1/09, in his 90th year.
Abe played rugby at South
and was captain of the Senior
Boys’ basketball team in 1936.
Abe is survived by his three
daughters,
seven
grandchildren, fifteen greatgrandchildren and one greatgreat-grandchild.

Thomas (Tom/Tim) Roland
Burgess (‘47), passed away
Nov. 24/08 at age 81. Tom
(also called Tim), the “pride of

Christian Andrew Jensen
(‘37),
passed away in
Winnipeg on Jan. 20/09, at
age 88. He is survived by a
daughter, two sons, six
grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.

Academically gifted, he
graduated from South a multischolarship award winner and
went on to study at UWO
(BA), Toronto (MA) and
Chicago (PhD). He joined the
Dept. of French, Spanish and
Italian at the University of
Manitoba in 1946 and enjoyed
a distinguished academic
career. His colleagues and
friends described him as “a
true Renaissance man” whose
wisdom , authority and sense
of humour” earned him the
respect of all.

Lambeth”, spent almost 30
years in professional baseball,
as a player and coach in the
major leagues, and a coach
and manager in the minor
leagues.
He also did
coaching clinics for Baseball
Ontario and more recently,
some scouting for the Seattle
Mariners. Inducted into the
Canadian Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1992, Tom is also in
the London Sports Hall of
Fame. Known as a man who
loved teaching kids, Tom was
described as a man who
“never stopped giving.”
Although he may have “made
baseball his life,” Tom was
also a devoted family man, the
father of two and grandfather
of five. He was predeceased
by his wife, Dorrie (Bates)
Burgess (‘47) in 1994.
Glen Huntley ('47), died Nov.
15/08 in Vancouver B.C. He
went on from South to UWO
and then took a job in
Peterborough with Quaker
Foods after he graduated. He
subsequently
held
marketing positions at a
num ber of c ompanies ,
including Jergen's Lotions,

Salada Tea, and GWG Jeans And the joyous lightness of his
during the takeover by Levis. humour.”
David is survived by three
Mary-Ellen Pimblett (’49), daughters - Michaela, Mary
passed away Jan. 22/09 in
Elizabeth and Meredith and
Ailsa Craig, ON. Predeceased seven grandchildren.
by a brother and sister, MaryEllen was a loving aunt to five Gary Broughton White (‘64)
nieces and nephews.
died Jan. 23/09 after a
courageous battle with cancer.
Barbara Georgina (Phinn) Loved and missed deeply by
Hess (’56) passed away his wife, Nancy, three
s uddenly at hom e in children, three grandchildren
Penetanguishene, Ontario, on and brother Stewart White
April 11/08, in her 70th year. (‘69).
Barbara is survived by son,
Julian, daughter Andrea, five Angel
(“Al”)
Dimitrov
grandchildren, and her faithful Angelov (staff, 1964-79)
canine companion, Prince. passed away Nov. 22/08 in his
Barbara had been an avid 83rd year.
Al taught
supporter of Oxfam Canada geography at South for fifteen
as well as other human rights years, in addition to several
advocacy groups. She is sadly years at Westminster, Central
missed by her family and and Brescia College, UWO.
friends.
He is survived by his wife,
Donna, as well as extended
Dr. David T. Jones (‘56), family in Germany, France
(MD, UWO, 1963) passed and Bulgaria.
away Oct. 29/08. A widely
respected cardiologist, he Charles Andrew (“Andy”)
specialized in angioplasty and Larson (staff, 1965-76), age
pacemakers. Unfortunately, 89, passed away in Feb./09.
he was forced to retire early, Andy taught French and
after developing an unusual history at South for ten years
neurological condition that before going to Clarke Road
eventually confined him to a as a Guidance Counsellor.
wheelchair.
David was He is survived by his wife, one
admired for his spirit and his son, two grandchildren and
will to keep going under two great-grandchildren.
difficult circumstances.

Summer
in
Newfoundland?

A poem, written by a close
friend shortly after David’s
funeral, includes the following
lines:
“What a privilege then to
witness
His great inner shining,
His
steadfast
heart
connections

Professor and family
from St. John’s want to
trade residences with
London home-owner,
May-August,
2009.
Beautiful home, 3
bedroom + study, in
historic part of St.
John’s.
Contact
Jennifer Flynn (‘91)
jflynn@mun.ca, 709753-4251.
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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Saturday October 10th, 2009

Wed. May 6, 2009
7:00 PM in Room 102

The South Alumni Association is once again planning
a fall Homecoming. Be sure to mark the date on your
calendars and plan to spend part of your Thanksgiving
weekend with us!

All alumni are invited to attend.
Come join us for a review of the past year’s
activities and an outline of future projects.

Once again there will be junior and senior football
games, as well as a girls’ basketball game in the gym
(current South team against an alumnae team).

Attendees will have a chance to see the new
Students’ Council Photo Gallery containing the
composite photos recently restored by the SCAA.

We are currently in the process of trying to secure
some individual and/or corporate sponsorships to
help defray the cost of hosting this event. If interested
please contact us for more info.

Also featured will be a preliminary discussion on
planning for the 85th Anniversary Reunion (in
2013).

FINAL NOTE: Alumni who wish to organize individual
class reunions around Homecoming are asked to let
us know. We have some useful tips on How to
Organize a Class Reunion, that may be useful.
WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THE WEBSITE

Perhaps you’ve never thought about attending our
AGM before, but we urge you to consider it. Isn’t
now as good a time as any? We value the input
and involvement of alumni of all generations.

The SCAA is now over 10 years old!
Questions? Contact us at
contact@southalumni.ca.

Support the Alumni Association!
If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni
website, help us defray some of the costs.

Become a sponsor for just $10 a year.
LIONS’ PRIDE is published twice annually by the
South Collegiate Alumni Association. Content
copyright @ 2009.
SCAA PRESIDENT: Pete Telford
EDITOR & GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Connie Weir
SCAA
c/o South Secondary School
371 Tecumseh Avenue East
London, Ontario
N6C 1T4
Tel. (519) 452-2860
Fax (519) 452-2879
E-mail: contact@southalumni.ca
Website: www.southalumni.ca
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_______________________________________________
Full Name
Maiden Name
Street Name and Number
_______________________________________________
City
Province/State
Postal/Zip Code
_____________________________________________
Home Phone
E-mail
Graduating year ______________
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni
Association, to the mailing address in the box on the
lower left side of this page. THANK YOU!

