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The Legacy of Fraser Boa and the Film Course at South
Education, and in the fall of 1969 the film
course was born. What made our course
Fraser Boa (1964-72) has been on my
different from most of the others was
mind a lot lately. He’s been right there as I
Fraser’s insistence on using 16 mm rather
struggle to learn Final Cut Pro or shoot a
than 8 mm film because of its more
slow pan of the garden at my local house
professional quality, especially when it
museum. My younger, more tech savvy
came to editing. Moreover, it was an
colleagues are astonished by the rapidity
accredited course, the first of its kind in
of my embrace of digital pedagogies that
Ontario.
involve making video essays or
That first year, twenty-one students from
documentaries for my classes in art
history. They don’t have a clue that Fraser grades 12 and 13 shot a film about
shoplifting, financed by an $1,800 grant
Boa introduced these ostensibly “new”
from the London Chamber of Commerce.
teaching techniques to me when I was a
A Castleless King received local and
student at South almost fifty years ago.
national attention. Its student filmmakers
The technology of student filmmaking may
were pictured and interviewed in the
have changed. Bolex cameras have been
Toronto Star’s Canadian Magazine the
replaced by iPhones and Steenbeck
following spring. If there were naysayers,
flatbed editors have been swapped for
this early success silenced them and the
laptops with iMovie, but the power of
future of the film class was secured. The
filmmaking to inspire students has
following year, with double the budget,
remained the same. Now as then, it moves
South’s student filmmakers shot a
them out of their comfort zones,
documentary detailing London’s new city
encourages them to discover their
plan. This informative documentary,
creativity, and teaches them how to
broadcast on local television, won more
navigate a collaborative project. It helps
praise for South’s film course, Fraser Boa,
students discover and have confidence in
and South’s burgeoning filmmakers.
their own voices. They learn about film,
Although Fraser left teaching in 1972 to
too, but more significantly, as Fraser once
promote film in another way by running
remarked, “…the kids learn to evaluate not
The Revue Cinema, a repertory film house
only films, but themselves and the life
in Toronto, the film program at South
around them.”
continued until 1980, taught by Norm
South’s film course was at the vanguard of Hargreaves (1969-88).
a broader educational movement in the
Over the decade that the film course
1970s that advocated teaching students
existed, scores of students learned by
through active learning. Across Canada,
doing. Instead of sitting at our desks and
schools and libraries began to engage
passively receiving knowledge imparted by
young people with film, photography,
a teacher, we moved out of the classroom
theatre, and creative writing classes.
into the world. We learned to research,
South joined this progressive movement
write dialogues, create storylines, sew
early on. Fraser learned the necessary
costumes, procure props, record sound,
skills at a summer film course at UCLA,
and frame shots. Our people skills were
secured $6,000 for equipment and
enhanced by dealing with actors and
materials from the London Board of
by Janice Mann (‘72)

Gary Powe & Janice Mann
behind an Arriﬂex –BL camera

Student ﬁlm makers mixing a sound track
L to R: Chris Aikenhead, Kirtley Jarvis,
Irene Kaptur and Pat Flanagan

convincing the initially unwilling to lend a
prop or allow a shot on their property.
Fraser was there to offer guidance and
inspiration, but we had to make decisions
ourselves, and, of course, do the work.
Perhaps the greatest lesson I learned from
Fraser’s film course was not to be daunted
by adversity. A lot of little things can go
wrong when you are making a film, no
matter how careful you are.
Continued on page 2

1

For instance, the continuity between shots can be inconsistent because someone nudged a prop, film can be under or
overexposed, or a plane flying overhead might drown out the dialogue. Most of these little things can be corrected by reshooting
or by accepting the mistake and using it creatively.
But sometimes a problem can’t be fixed and just has to be accepted. In the spring of 1972, I was part of a team of students who
travelled to Europe with Fraser to shoot a film. We had shot some of the footage in London before getting on the plane and
flying to Rome. We spent a full day in Rome shooting and recording. But that evening we received the bad news that the film
equipment and all our film had been stolen from the trunk of Fraser’s rental car. Luckily, just before we left Canada, Fraser had
insured the equipment, so that could be replaced. Our film, however, was gone forever. It was a crushing blow, but we survived
and continued on with our trip. Sadly, our film was never completed, but I learned a valuable lesson that has stayed with me:
even experiences that are devastating at the time, can be put behind you and their impact overcome in time.
Some of the graduates of South’s film course learned more than life lessons from the class. They went on to become
professionals in the film industry. Chris Aikenhead (’71), for one, reminisces about the profound impact the class had on his life:
“I was lucky enough to be in the ﬁlm course during its ﬁrst two years. Indeed, most of my me in grades 12 and 13 was spent on student ﬁlm
projects. Many an evening and weekend were devoted to splicing strips of ﬁlm together, building stories. As well as working on group
documentaries, every student had to make his or her own personal ﬁlm. We all had a chance to try scriptwri ng, shoo ng, sound recording,
and edi ng. For many, it was an opportunity to express ourselves in an unprecedented way. For a few of us, the ﬁlm course opened the door
to a life‐long voca on. Today, I’m reaching the end of a 45‐year career in ﬁlm produc on. Fraser’s course launched me on a journey that’s
taken me around the world, enabled me to make documentaries about fascina ng subjects, and earn a living with a cra I love. Many
people look back on their high school days with ambivalence. My rewarding experience with the ﬁlm course at South laid the founda on for
the rest of my life.”
Like Chris, Cameron Tingley (’72) found his vocation through
the film course, going on to become an editor and postproduction supervisor on documentary projects such as Inside
Hana’s Suitcase (2008), Cyber-Seniors (2013), and The
Nature of Things (2016).
When he was still at South, Cam wrote and directed an 18minute film called Heaven Only Knows. This incredibly
ambitious undertaking starred English teacher, Bill Cockburn
(1969-96) as an idiosyncratic, hard-hat wearing god whose
heavenly abode was surrounded by blinking yellow caution
lights, and who quipped insights such as, “Life ain’t exactly a
bucket of rivets, ya know?”
After leaving South, Cam also produced and directed similar
short quirky films that drew attention to the absurdities of
contemporary life through gentle satire and humour. Although
he has lived in Toronto for many years, Cam has not forgotten
his roots. A few years ago, when Pete Telford (1978-98),
Produc on s ll from Heaven Only Knows
former President of the SCAA and South’s archivist, first asked
L to R: Gary Powe, Janice Mann, Bill Cockburn, Cam Tingley,
Cam if he would be interested in going through the large
Lorne Dickie, Marianne MacLeod & Gil Smith
collection of student-made films stored in the school archives
room, he declined the offer. When Pete asked him a second time in 2013,
Cam relented and said yes. It took him four years to go through all the films
and compile highlights from the best, but he’s finished now. The result will
be shown on November 22. (See last page for details on the Film Night)
For me, Fraser’s film course initiated an intense fascination with how visual
images – moving or still – express meaning. By shooting film, I learned to
look carefully and delight in the subtleties and nuances of what I see. The
South film course marked the start of a journey that led me to a PhD in art
history and thirty years of university teaching in which I have tried to impress
students with the value of visual experiences. Many of my assignments, like
Fraser’s, encourage them to learn by doing and to engage actively with the
world around them. In my own way, I’ve tried to pass on his legacy to a new
generation of students.
A Lively Farewell to Fraser
Janice Mann (’72)
A er he announced his re rement from teaching,
Associate Professor
Fraser’s ﬁlm students decided to kick oﬀ a surCo-Director, Bucknell Arts Council prise farewell party at the school by kidnapping
him from his home. Le to right, his disguised
Bucknell University,
abductors are Herman Goodden, Steve Chambers
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
and Cam Tingley.
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SCHOOL NEWS … Here and Now
South Honours New Grads: Commencement 2017
128 new members were welcomed to the SCAA at South’s annual Commencement on October 5, 2017. More
than half of these graduates were Ontario Scholars and twenty-two were recipients of Alumni Awards for earning
an average of at least 90%, a very impressive achievement given the size of the graduating class. Sheral Kumar
won the Scholar of the Year award (sponsored by the SCAA), along with nine other awards!
Among the guests on the stage was South alumna, Mary Margaret (Leahy) Koreen (‘60) who presented a bursary, awarded in
her name, to Serena Campbell, another graduate who won multiple awards. Gunnar Koreen, son of John (‘87) and Mary
Margaret’s grandson, the fourth generation of the Leahy Koreen family to attend South, was one of the Ontario Scholars.
Kevin Mills (1997) was assisted by his nine-year old son Jacob in presenting the Carla Mills Cameron Award to Elaine Pityn.
Elaine, another exceptional student, also won the South Anniversary Award (sponsored by the SCAA, voted on by the graduating
students and given to a student for participation in sports and other extracurricular activities who has at least an 80% average).
Valedictorian, Emma Hamber, the daughter of Chris (‘87) and SCCA Director Heidi (Huber) Hamber (‘87) spoke of the special
bonds formed in a small school like South and referred to the class of 2017 as “absolutely outrageous”. Emma, also an Alumni
Award winner, is now attending Queen’s University in Kingston. She has agreed to be the 2017 class rep for the SCAA.

Congratulations to all of the 2017 Graduates!
SCAA Secretary-Treasurer, Andrea (Fewster) Manias (’70) (staff 1976-2009) once again
represented the Association, welcoming our newest alumni members and announcing the
winner of the 75th Anniversary Award. This special award is presented each year “to
recognize a staff member who has contributed significantly to making South a quality school”.
This year’s winner was Norma Evans (staff 2000-2017), a dedicated teacher and coach,
deeply committed to her students’ learning and well-being both in and out of the classroom. In
her seventeen years at the school, Norma earned the respect of both students and staff, one
of whom praised her for “unselfishly giving of her time, helping out whenever she could”.
Another nominator, noting Norma’s numerous extracurricular involvements - coaching, school
committees, charity campaigns, OSSTF - believed she was “the perfect recipient for this
award”. When Norma retired last June, it was said that she represented the “Lion Spirit” of
South, “a fierce defender of rights with the courage to speak up for what she believes”.
Congratulations “Mama” Evans!

(L to R) Norma and Andrea

EXCITING NEW PROGRAM AT SOUTH: FIRST ROBOTICS COMPETITION
South Collegiate is excited to announce that we are participating in the First Robotics program this year as a rookie team.
First Robotics is a world wide event that challenges students to build a robot using industrial grade parts that meets a specific
challenge. Teams participate at district events by competing against other local schools. Successful teams then move on to
regional and world events.
The First Robotics website (www.firstinspires.org) includes the following description of the program:
“First Robotics combines the excitement of sport with the rigors of science and technology. We call FIRST Robotics
Competition the ultimate Sport for the Mind. High-school student participants call it “the hardest fun you’ll ever have”.
“Under strict rules, limited resources and an intense six-week time limit, teams of students are challenged to raise funds,
design a team "brand," hone teamwork skills, and build and program industrial-size robots to play a difficult field game
against like-minded competitors. It’s as close to real-world engineering as a student can get. Volunteer professional
mentors lend their time and talents to guide each team. Each season ends with an exciting FIRST Championship.”
Our South team has over enthusiastic 30 students that will be involved in activities ranging from a business plan, to community
outreach to our feeder schools, fundraising, website creation, video production, design, construction, and programming the robot.
We are registered to compete at University of Windsor, March 29-31 and University of Western Ontario, April 6-8
Sound interesting? There are many ways alumni can get involved:







Assisting with student transportation to events
Helping us to partner with local companies/industries that may wish to support our team
with parts and materials needed for robot construction
Technical expertise support mentoring
Financial support to help cover our costs
Come out to our events and cheer us on!
For more information please email Brad Moffatt (b.moffatt@tvdsb.ca) or Katherin O’Hara (k.ohara@tvdsb.ca)
OR call South Collegiate at 519-452-2860. YOUR HELP WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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MAIL BOX...

Letters and e-mails from alumni
FOND MEMORIES OF LABATT PARK
I am always glad to get news of South activities. I am now ninety and live in Oregon. There must be others of my age who attended
South in the forties and I would like to hear from any of them. What are they doing? What did they do after leaving South? What are
their memories? I would like to remember the chemistry classes with Mr. Armstrong; in fact, he so influenced me that after my time
in the Canadian Army I went to Western, then to University of Connecticut for my graduate work in chemistry and retired from IBM
Research in San Jose, California. I had kept in slight touch with a few such as Fred Penny or Bill Brett, but they have probably
passed. In any case, I lived on Erie Ave. and although I never played football, I have fond memories of games at Labatt Park, so if
there are any who are still around, let’s get together for a virtual beer.
Robert (Bob) Cox (’45) (cox3379@gmail.com)
A JEAN GORWILL STORY
I had a spare in Grade 13 after I dropped out of Jean McRobert’s geometry class. I spent the period in the library under Jean
Gorwill’s supervision. Her brother was an MD and graduated from Western in the 1920’s along with my father. An aunt of mine
used to send us the New York Times – weekend edition. When I told Jean about this, she asked me to bring it to the South library
when we were finished with it, which I did – every week. During my spare, I used to read the Times, the Sports section in particular.
Jean never said anything, just gave me a nod the first time I did it. So, while the other library spare students were studying away,
“ol” Jamie spent his time with the sports section, front and centre. Several of my friends wondered how I got away with this new
way of enrichment! I believe I told them it was part of a special project. Jean Gorwill was a very special teacher. She really cared
about her students. I was blessed to know her.
Jamie Henderson (’56)
Editor's Note: Jean Gorwill’s long career as a teacher and librarian at South spanned close to four decades - from 1930 until 1969.
One can only imagine how many student lives she touched during that time. I have my own Jean story, dating back to my grade 9
year. During one of our regular library periods, I selected Hemingway’s novel A Farewell to Arms for supplementary reading.
Thinking the subject matter was perhaps a little too “mature” for grade 9, Jean tried to gently steer me towards something else, but
once she realized how determined I was, checked it out for me. I seem to remember her asking me what I thought of it when I returned it a couple of weeks later. I don’t remember what I told her, but I do remember enjoying the book.
MORE FOOTBALL MEMORIES
Dr. Jamie Henderson (’56) and I had lunch recently in Windsor and much of the discussion focused upon
our days at South (Jamie was a member of the 1955 Championship football team and then played at
UWO.) I first met Jamie at Mountsfield PS when he was in grade 8 and I in grade 4. Jamie has contributed to the SCAA newsletter and knows Nancy Jane Coups (‘56) quite well. Just a couple of guys who
still revere our old high school. Go Lions!
Ross Spettigue (‘62)
Jamie Henderson (L)
Editor's Note: Ross is one of our two new SCAA directors who came on board
&
at last May’s AGM. Welcome, Ross!
Ross Spe gue (R)

PLEASED WITH TRIBUTES
Once again, thank for your work on Lion's Pride! I have just read through it this evening, and was pleased to see the tributes to
both Bryce Dinsmore and Don Freeman. Mr. and Mrs. Dinsmore went to Knox United Church, as did my family, so I knew them
from church affairs. I never did know how early he started as football coach, so was very interested in the history, and even more
impressed that he was still at South in the 1960s. I was also interested to learn more about Don Freeman - the Freemans moved
next door to us on Baker Street after their children had grown up. His sister was Olive Diefenbaker so we always expected to see
the Diefenbakers - but never did.
Again, many thanks for all your work in keeping South in our memories!
Catherine Charlton (’63)
FILM COURSE LAUNCHED CAREER
I was in the film making classes of Mr. Boa and Mr. Hargreaves. Those film courses launched my career, and the career of Laura
Robinson (’75). I became a network correspondent for CTV news, producer and host of my own series Hot Cuts with CITY TV. I
went on to produce some award winning documentary films and did a world tour with them. I have also written three books. The
film Oops!, which was a top “Boa Award” winner, was written by me and made by Laura Robinson during our time at South. Laura
went on to appear in episodes of Cheers and Frazer, before starring in her own television series, Veronica Lake. Laura recently
was the creator and executive producer of the syndicated game show Celebrity Name Game.
Peter McGugan (’75)
Thank you for another outstanding issue! A real delight to read online.
Don Santor (staff, 1967-69)
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South “For the Birds” Again…
In the spring 2015 issue, we told you the heart-warming story of three baby chimney swifts who were rescued in Nova Scotia and
brought to London, under the protective “wing” of Swift Care Ontario, a local wildlife rehabilitation centre. In early September (2014)
two of the young swifts were successfully released into the population of swifts roosting in South’s chimney, while preparing for their
fall migration to South America. Of course, we have no way of knowing whether they made it there, but we like to think so…
Since chimney swifts are on the endangered species list (largely because most modern chimneys aren’t suited for their roosting)
large, old style brick chimneys like the one at South are very important for their survival. Last April, when technicians arrived at the
school to outline planned upgrades to the heating system, including installing a liner in the chimney, South’s head custodian told
them, “No.” A liner would not be allowed. He explained that South’s “swift friendly” chimney had been designated a protected site by
the Ontario Wildlife Federation, and could not to be altered. So, rest assured all you bird loving alumni (and I’m one of them),
South’s chimney will remain as it has always been: a safe roosting site for this tiny endangered species.

More “feathered visitors” …an even “bigger” bird story…
In early May, a crew of workers arrived to install the new boilers and dismantle the old ductwork.
To make sure the air quality in the school was not affected during this process, they planned to
install temporary venting up the chimney. When they opened the chimney door, they were startled
to see a very large black bird… a live turkey vulture! How and why would a turkey vulture end up
there, you ask? As most of you know, turkey vultures eat only carrion, so it clearly wasn’t chasing
chimney swifts.
With further inspection it became apparent that there were actually four turkey vultures in the ashes
at the bottom of the chimney – the remains of three dead ones, plus this fourth very much alive one.
It had no doubt become trapped after following the “smell” of the others down the chimney. The
problem now was how to safely remove this large and rather imposing bird. The head custodian
was called down to the boiler room, along with South’s Vice-Principal. Realizing professional
assistance was required, Wild Things Wildlife Control was called. Having been given no details as
to the species of the trapped bird, the removal specialists showed up with a butterfly net, clearly
anticipating a much smaller bird. After much laughter and a change of capture tactics, the
frightened vulture was finally extricated and taken to Salthaven Rehabilitation & Education Centre
near Komoka. I am happy to report that it was released on May 9th, after a short stay, looking
strong and healthy, as evidenced by the photo on the right.
Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)

TRIP OF A LIFETIME: South students take part in Vimy Ridge Centennial
Last April, seventeen students, accompanied by three staff members and one parent, flew to
France to take part in the special celebration to mark the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy
Ridge. During their 10-day trip, the students also stayed in Paris, Amsterdam and Berlin, and as
much as they enjoyed visiting these world renowned cities, for most of them, it was the Vimy
Centennial that made the trip truly unforgettable.
On April 9th, as they gathered around the base of the iconic Vimy Memorial, along with thousands
of other Canadians, the emotions experienced were intense: pride in the victory that had been
achieved by the brave Canadian soldiers honoured here, mixed with sadness that their young lives
had been cut so tragically short, but also compounded by a tremendous sense of privilege and new
found empowerment. They had been fortunate enough to participate in this historic
commemoration, the memories of which they knew would stay with them forever. History had come
alive for them in a very real and powerful way and they were now part of what it all meant.
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50th Anniversary Celebration for the Class

1967

On Saturday October 14th, 30+ members of the class of 1967
gathered together at Sunningdale Golf & Country Club, along
with several spouses and a few ‘66 and ‘68 grads, to celebrate a
special milestone… 50 years since their graduation from South
Collegiate. Organized by class rep Steve Waller, with assistance from Janet
(Harding) Ward and Heinz Mayr, the afternoon event brought together alumni from
as far away as Nova Scotia, PEI, Boston and Victoria. Reconnecting over drinks and
a delicious smorgasbord of chef-prepared finger foods, the former classmates shared
memories and laughter as they caught up on each other’s lives. After the
Sunningdale event concluded, there was an informal dinner at the Wortley
Roadhouse, followed by end-of-evening socializing at the home of Heinz Mayr and
his wife Janet (Wilson) (’71).
As a member of the class of 1966, who attended this reunion on behalf of the SCAA,
I would like to encourage other classes to consider organizing a similar event for their L to R: Steve Waller, Marion Munro, Bill Pollard, Janet
(Harding) Ward & Tony Ward
graduating classes. South was a special school when we were there and it still is.
From a personal perspective, I regret that nothing was planned to celebrate my
class’s 50th last year, but there is always our 55th, in 2021…. So, I am putting out an early challenge to
my classmates, as well as to other classes from 1968 and beyond… to think about organizing a class
reunion. All you need is 5 or 6 interested classmates to get the ball rolling. And if you need advice or
assistance, the SCAA can help. People like Steve, Janet and Heinz can also be a valuable source of
information. We are not getting any younger and South’s next big multi-year reunion won’t be until
the school’s 100th in 2028. Based on the success of the last few class reunions, I think it’s a
worthwhile “project” to consider. Connie (Woods) Weir (‘66)
SOME ATTENDEE FEEDBACK:
I was so happy to be a part of Kim's 1967 Class Reunion. It was
wonderful for her to reconnect with so many friends and
teammates. Wonderful for me as well to make those connections
and see Kim so happy. Thanks for the hard work that made it
possible.
Dennis Posno (‘65), husband of Kim (McFalls) Posno
It was incredibly good to see so many people. Let’s give thanks
for our days at South and for still being here. Janet Harding said
a few people suggested another one in 5 years…
Steve Waller

FIVE OLD FRIENDS RECONNECT
While helping to organize the Class of 1955’s 60th Reunion in 2015, I had the
opportunity to reconnect with many former classmates, including Al Hallworth,
Ted Gibson, Bob Rix and Bob Gardiner. Friends during our years at South, we
had lost track of each other after graduation, as each of us pursued different
studies in different places.
A few years ago, Al, Bob and I started getting together once a year for lunch. This
continued until the 60th Reunion, when we reconnected with Ted and Bob and
suggested that they join us at our yearly gatherings. This July the five of us met in
Kingston for a luncheon that was far too short as there were a lot of stories to tell. It
is very interesting how different each of our lives have been, with respect to both
the careers we pursued and the places we chose to live. Yet, we came together as
if we had never been apart.
In addition to lunch, we decided to take a tour of the former Kingston Penitentiary.
As we left the penitentiary, we stopped to have our picture taken against the front
entrance. I call it “Five old guys just out of the pen.” Yes, it was a long way to go
from Toronto, where I live, but I would not have missed it and hope we can do it
again next year. As we are all over 80 or coming up to it, we have to hope we are
still well when the time comes. I mention all of this as a reminder of how important
reunions are, not just for five old guys who come together for lunch, but for all of
the relationships we make during our time at South.
Hugh Saunders (‘55)
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L to R: Dr. Robert Gardiner, Ted Gibson,
Alan Hallworth, Hugh Saunders and Bob Rix.

JANE PEPINO (’65) whose illustrious legal career was described in some detail in the Fall ‘16 issue, has received yet another
honour. Most recently, she was named “Lawyer of the Year” by the Best Lawyers’ 2017 Toronto Real Estate Law. Another
accolade for the South alumna who has been a Senior Partner at Aird & Berlis LLP, a prestigious Toronto law firm, since 1982.
STEPHEN BOGAERT (’86) first caught the acting bug as a drama student at South, performing in class productions and
school shows, including playing the lead in The Man Who Came To Dinner during his graduating year. Drama
courses at Western followed that, and after completing his formal education, Stephen pursued his dream of
becoming a professional actor. In the 1990’s, he was a member of the Stratford Festival Company,
performing a number of roles, including that of Tybalt in the 1997 production of Romeo & Juliet. The TV and
film world drew him away from live theatre, however, and since playing the role of Harold Carnes in the movie
American Psycho in 2000, Stephen has appeared in 11 movies and numerous TV series. These include The
Valley Below (2014), The Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe (2015), Deadly Inferno (2016), X-Men: Apocalyse
(2016) and most recently, It (2017), based on the novel by Stephen King. In addition to appearances and
recurring roles in a number of TV series, Stephen is the narrator in the Canadian documentary TV series
Mayday, now in its 15th season, which has aired more than 140 episodes since September 2003.

DAN BRODBECK (’86), record producer, recording engineer/mixer and professor, is also the Program Co-ordinator for
Fanshawe College’s Music Industry Arts Program. This acclaimed program, the first of its kind in Canada, was honoured as
the country’s top music school by the Canadian Music and Broadcast Industry at their awards ceremony last spring. Brodbeck
was also nominated for Record Producer of the Year at the Country Music Association of Ontario Awards presented last June. In
2010, he won a Juno Award for Recording Engineer of the Year for his work on Dolores O'Riordan's album No Baggage.
BEAU DIXON (’92), a talented playwright, musician, singer/ songwriter, producer, actor and director, was named best actor in a
musical at this year’s Toronto Theatre Critics Awards, for his performance as the narrator in Passing Strange, a rock musical
produced by the Musical Stage Company. (www.beaudixon.com)
JOEL ADAMS (’95) created Hacker Studios four years ago in a century-old red brick building at 252 Dundas, starting a trend
toward shared office space. On the website (www.hackerstudios.com) it is described as “a startup hub, providing both space
and support for growing companies, and a place for a community of entrepreneurs to gather”. In their four years of operation, he
and partner Amanda Stratton have provided temporary space to about 100 different tenants. Hacker Studios currently occupies
two and a half upper floors of the building, with Globally Local (See item below) and some “pop-up” retailers on the ground floor.
Adams says that 6 to 12 new businesses are tenants in the building on any given day.

TOM DIAVOLITSIS (’96), owner of London’s Boss Hog’s Smokin’ Chophouse, was the big winner at this year’s Ribfest,
beating out nine other “ribbers” and taking home the top two prizes for best ribs: both the People’s Choice and the Judge’s
Choice Awards. An estimated 220,000 people attended the 5-day event in Victoria Park.
ANDREW McCLENAGHAN (’97), founder and President of Digital Echidna, a local web design and digital
marketing company, has received yet another honour. In June 2017, Andrew was the recipient of the first ever
Outstanding Communicator Award presented by the London branch of the International Association of Business
Communicators (IABC). This award recognizes “an individual who exemplifies excellence in communications and
demonstrates strong commitment to communications in their professional work… who has made significant
contributions to business communications by fostering, initiating and/or participating in effective and successful
communications programs.” Congratulations, Andrew!

JAMES MCINNES (’98), owner of Globally Local, which bills itself as “Canada’s first all vegan fast food
restaurant” was also in attendance at Ribfest. Opened last December at 252 Dundas, the restaurant is a new
venture for the business established three years ago as an organic-produce delivery company by James and his
wife, Lia Dionysakopoulos At Ribfest, Londoners were introduced to their vegan “Big MacInnes” burger.
GREGG (’98) and JUSTIN WOLFE (’00), co-owners of three popular restaurants - Early Bird, Rock au Taco
and Wolfe of Wortley (recently named to Air Canada’s 2017 list of the top 30 best new restaurants in the country),
have expanded yet again. Located at 580 Talbot, their new restaurant, Los Lobos (Spanish for “the wolves”) will
be a big departure again, featuring “modern Mexican” food. Based on the online reviews, the brothers appear to
have another success on their hands.
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IN
Jack ATKINS (’35) passed away

Eleanor (Curtis) TUCKEY (’48)

passed away peacefully on June 21, 2017
at London’s University, in her 88th year.
Beloved wife of
Donald Tuckey (’42)
for 62 years. Dear
mother of Barbara
Elliott (’76) (Robert),
Kenneth Tuckey
(Danielle) and David
Tuckey (’82) (Lisa).
Aileen (Lyon) SYMINGTON (’37)
Much loved Grandma
passed away at University Hospital on
of Christine and
April 24, 2017 in her 99th year. Aileen
Matthew, Jonathan and Jacob, Clara,
(R.N., B.Sc.) was born in Detroit, MI, but
Olivia and Grace. Eleanor was a devoted
moved to London at age 3. Predeceased
member of Calvary United Church. She
by her beloved husband, Ian Symington
enjoyed many summers and sunsets with
(’37) in 1983, Aileen is survived by her
children Susan, Anne (’68), Barbara (’72) family and friends in Bayfield.
and David and by her grandchildren and
Donna (Dennington) WOOD (’48)
great grandchildren.
passed away peacefully on July 23, 2017
with her family by her side. Loving wife of
Avalon (Rhame) HIGGINS (’39)
passed away on Sept. 25, 2017 at the age Bill Wood for 61 years. Much loved mother
of 96. Predeceased by her husband John of Tom (Monica), Kelly (Paul Marshall)
and Brian (Megan). Predeceased by her
"Jack" Higgins (’38) in 2003. Cherished
son, Bobby. Proud Grandma of six and
mother of Dennis (Joanne), his twin
great grandmother of three. A lifetime
brother, the late Terry (’65) (Anne) and
daughter Laurie-Anne (Higgins) Bartlett member of Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, she
will be missed by family and friends.
(’69). Also loved and missed by her 8
grandchildren, many great-grandchildren
Gordon ARBLASTER (’48) passed
and other family and friends.
away on Oct.11, 2017, in his 88th year.
During his 20-year tenure as general
Dr. Peter A. RECHNITZER (’43)
manager of the London Transit
passed away at St. Joseph’s Hospice on
Commission, he became known to
April 15, 2017, in his 92nd year. The
distinguished Dr. Rechnitzer (B.A., FRCP, Londoners as “Mr. Transit”. After joining
FRCP(C), FACC, LLD, Emeritus Professor the LTC in 1960, he went on to become
assistant GM in 1969 and GM just two
of Medicine, Western University)
years later, a position he held until his
graduated in Medicine at UWO in 1948.
retirement in 1991. He also served a term
After postgraduate
in 1975-76 as President of the Canadian
training in London,
Urban Transit Association, whose hall of
Toronto, University
fame includes his name. Known for his
of Edinburgh and
strong work ethic and “drive to make
Duke University, he
everything right and in order”, Gord
began a consulting
continued to be a mentor to many in the
practice in Internal
transit business long after he retired.
Medicine and
Outside of work, he enjoyed time spent at
Cardiology in
the family cottage on Lake Huron. He also
London. He
loved road trips, exploring Canada. One
initiated the
special trip took him across the country
concept of cardiac
rehabilitation in 1964 and in 1980 was the with his granddaughter in 2015.
Described as “a proud alumnus of South
co-founder and first director of the
Collegiate”, Gord is survived by his wife
Canadian Centre for Activity and Aging.
Jean, daughters Wendy (Terry Jarvis) of
Dr. Rechnitzer was also the director of a
medical television series from 1965-1970. London and Sara (Hillar Heine) of Toronto,
He was given the Dr. Ivan Smith Award for and granddaughter, Shelby.
alumni of the year in 2006 and received an
Honourary degree from Western in 2007. Henry (Hank) KNOWLES (’52) died
He is survived by his beloved wife Lili, son peacefully on Dec. 6, 2016 in Collingwood.
Known as a man of “great integrity and
Mark (Morgan), daughter Erica (Charles
wisdom” he will be remembered for his
Boone), stepsons Karel Vlach (Jennifer),
“loyalty, broad smile and teasing sense of
Eric Vlach and Michael Vlach (Holli) and
humor”. Deeply missed by his wife
five grandchildren.
Marilyn (Radcliffe) (’52), daughters Krista
peacefully at Parkwood Institute, Veterans
Care on May 4th, 2017, at the age of 103.
Predeceased by his only child, daughter
Sharon (Atkins) Ling (’65). Survived by
his son-in-law, Bevan Ling (’65),
grandsons Ethan (’89) (Laetitia) and
Matthew (’99) (Julie) and his two great
grandchildren, Taylor and Madeline.
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(Craig Lauer) and Lori (Mike Armstrong),
four grandchildren and sister Joan.
Predeceased by siblings Eileen Gaudet
(’36), Barbara Winslow and Doug
Knowles. After leaving South, Hank
earned an HBA from the UWO Business
School and LLB from Osgoode Hall. This
was followed by an LLM from Yale
University and MBA from the University of
Toronto. The Henry J. Knowles Chair in
Organizational Strategy, York University
Schulich School of Business, is a legacy
to his commitment to
education. Henry was a
highly respected
member of the Bar and
Q.C. in Toronto, where
he practiced law over 5
decades. He was
Chairman of the
Ontario Securities
Commission 19801983, and served on Boards of Directors
of numerous corporations.

Thomas Robert (Bob) THOMPSON
(‘57) passed away in Kitchener on Aug.

11, 2017, age 78, following a lengthy
illness. Beloved husband of Lorraine
Storey. Loving father of three, stepfather
of two and proud grandfather of five. Dear
brother of Mary Jane (Midge) (’60) (Bob
Heighway) (’56). Special cousin of Bev
(Mullins) Barr (’59).

Barbara (Moore) LASKEY (‘58)

passed away peacefully at her home in
London on July 26, 2017 at the age of 77,
following an 8-year struggle with early
onset dementia. Barbara is survived by
many loving family members, including her
husband, Ron Laskey (’58) and their four
sons Patrick, Michael, Peter and Timothy.

Rodney (Rod) MUNRO (’58) passed

away at University Hospital, on Oct. 12th,
2017, at the age of 78.
Predeceased by his best
friend and wife of 48
years, Marian (Currie).
Dear father of Brian
(Nancy) and Cheryl (Bob)
and grandfather of Allix
and Taylor. Proud “big
brother” to Bradley ’60) (Ildi) of Ottawa,
Alan (’66) of Mississauga, and Marion
(’68) of Vancouver. Rod followed in the
footsteps of his parents, Lillian & Russell,
with a wonderful career at London Life,
where he made lifelong friendships. Rod
was happiest when surrounded by family.
“He was always the guy to bring levity to a
situation, which helped all to persevere
through his many health challenges.”

John Amsdell DISHER (’60) passed

away Apr. 16, 2013 in Venice, FL, age 71.
After studying chemical engineering, John
worked for several companies specializing
in rubber and polyurethanes. In 1978, he
relocated to Los Angeles, where he spent
the next 20 years. The last 13 years of his
working life were spent in Maine as
Director of Manufacturing at Maine Tire.
John is survived by wife, Peggy, two stepsons and three granddaughters. Ross
Spettigue remembers his football
teammate and good friend as “well
regarded by his many friends and teachers
and very popular”.

Debbie (Dennis) BRODERICK (’63)

passed away at Victoria Hospital on April
28, 2017. Predeceased by her husband
Bob Broderick. Beloved mother of three:
D.J. Williams (Natalie) of Denver,
Colorado, Leslee (Rod Miller) and Aimee
(Tim Wilson) of London. Cherished
grandmother of Nolan, Jacob & Jolee.
Debbie started her career at CFPL Radio
where she met her first husband and
lifelong friend, Dick Williams. Debbie and
Bob enjoyed many years of golf and
friendship at Highland C.C. and the
London Hunt Club. “She was very proud of
her family and supported many local
causes.”

returning to London after her husband’s
(John Smart) death. She was a golf &
curling member at Highland C.C., and an
avid sailor. She also enjoyed watching
tennis & curling on TV and attending live
theatre at the Grand. Survived by her
brother David, (Jane) and two nephews
Matthew, (Catherine) and Hugh,
(Christine). Great aunt to Connor and
Eillie. The family thanks all the friends who
helped care for Laurie during her illness.

William (Bill) BURGER (’69) died

June 7, 2017 at home with wife and
daughter by his side after a long illness.
Bill is survived by his wife, Ruth (Corbett),
daughter Alicia (Burger) Kuriakose (’99)
(James), and two granddaughters, Fiona
and Piper of Georgetown, ON. Also
survived by three siblings: Helen (Scott) of
Lethbridge, AB, Warren (Marlene) of
Hagersville, ON, and Peter (’66) of
London, ON. The family expressed their
thanks to the Palliative Care Services at
the London Regional Cancer Care Clinic
for their wonderful care in Bill’s final days.

skiing, the arts, fashion
and travel. Predeceased
by her husband, Richard
Woods and her brother
James Treloar (’63),
she is survived by her
son Grant Woods, her
sister, Mary Treloar,
sister-in-law Fiona,
nieces, Aislinn and Kiera and nephew
Ross. “To her small, tightly knit family,
she was the thread that bound them
together with her strength, pride and love.”

Jim PITTAS (’89) passed away

peacefully at his sister’s residence in
Ancaster, Ontario on April 14, 2017, in his
49th year. Beloved son of Tasia & Kosta
Pittas of London. Dear brother of Paula
Halkeas (’90) (Tony) of Ancaster, Lydia,
Dimitra and George. Also loved by niece
Anastacia and nephew Loukas and many
other extended family members.

Christina (Tina) BOYD (’90), BA/BSC

(McMaster), MA (Carleton), died Oct. 3,
2017, following a long battle with MS. Just
Jennifer Ann TRELOAR (’70) passed 46, Tina was a member of South’s first
away suddenly on Oct. 22, 2017. She was “Academy Class”. Despite the difficult
a Family Lawyer in Mississauga for almost health issues she faced, friends and family
40 years. “Dedicated to her clients and
say “she never lost her determination to
live with optimism, gratitude and faith,
respected by her peers and the Judges
always ready to sing, smile, and laugh”.
she appeared before”, Jennifer was
Survived by her loving parents, Marion
Laurie MacLAREN (’66) passed away included on the Best Lawyers in Canada
Sept. 7, 2017 at University Hospital after a list every year since 2008. She also had a and Terry Boyd and Joseph Dunlopwide range of personal interests and skills: Addley. Also fondly remembered by her
brief illness, age 70. She enjoyed a long
many other extended family members.
gourmet cooking, ballroom dancing, golf,
career with Xerox in Toronto, before

Staff Passings…
Bruce Lyle ASHDOWN (staff 1961- 65) passed away suddenly after suffering a stroke, on Aug. 18, 2017. He was
surrounded by loving family and went peacefully. Cherished and beloved husband of Carol (Rush) (’55) for 55 years. Loving father
of Catherine (’81) (Neal), Colleen (John), Chris (’89) (Anukta), and grandfather of Laren and Madeleine. His family praised his
incredible “gifts for friendship and play, and bottomless generosity. He had a go-for-broke style with all he did: thoroughbred racing,
sailing, cycling, dining, teaching, painting, writing and entertaining his troops of friends. A man for all seasons, he thrived on the
journey, not just the destination.”
Beverly (Orosz) BAINES (staff, 1995-2013) passed away surrounded by her family on June 6, 2017,

following a short battle with cancer. Loving mother and best friend to Mackenzie. Cherished sister of Barbara
(Julius), Dave (Laura), Dan (Barb) and Scott (Nancy). “Wild and amazing aunt” to Brett, Marlaina, Jason, Scott,
Tori, Alex, Dan, Jenna, Drew, Trent and Kristian. Loving companion to Russ Ireland. Also loved by an untold
number of aunts, uncles, cousins, great nieces/nephews and friends.
Bev, on staff at South for 18 years, was described by retired South teacher and SCAA secretary/treasurer, Andrea
Manias, as “more than just the Head Secretary and Office Manager. She was a respected friend and colleague of
everyone who worked with her, including members of the SCAA executive.”

EDITOR’S NOTE:
I have been editing & designing Lions’ Pride since the fall of 2005. During that time, I have also done a lot of the writing. While I am
happy to report that I still enjoy the job, it takes a lot of time to put together each issue, which is why I am always delighted when I
have alumni agree to do some of the writing for me. I think this issue’s cover story is wonderful and a big thank you goes to Janice
Mann for volunteering to write it. Thanks as well to Chris Aikenhead and Cam Tingley for their input on the article, especially for
the photos. Cam, of course, is also the person responsible for preparing the film material for the upcoming Film Night, a huge job
and one we appreciate immensely. Moving forward, I want to encourage more alumni to step forward. If you have ideas for future
articles, please share them with us. Even if you aren’t a confident writer, if you can get something down on paper, I will be happy to
edit it for you. The more varied our content sources, the wider appeal the newsletter will have. So try putting pen to paper. I Iook
forward to hearing from you.
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KNOWING NO DEFEAT
150 pages, printed in full colour
$25 (no additional tax)
The stories of 57 young men from
South… the youngest only 19 and
the oldest 35, the average age
just 24… ordinary young men,
who were asked to face extraordinary challenges in
the midst of war...
Any revenue generated will be used by the SCAA for
its various school oriented projects and activities.
For sale at Tuckey Home Hardware and through the
SCAA. (contact@southalumni.ca)
People always comment on the format of your book;
easy to enjoy. Congratulations on a huge project so
well done!" Betty Ann (Hill) Brown, class of 1956

OTHER BOOK NOTES:
Copies of The Underling and The Incrementalist
are now available in London. Well written, amusing
and informative, these novels by South alumnus Ian
McKercher make for a great read.
Price: $20 for one, $35 for both
Contact cjweir2@gmail.com if interested.

UPDATE ON SCAA ACTIVITIES
Two New Directors: Following last May’s AGM, we are pleased to
announce that we have two new directors on the SCAA Executive:
Ross Spettigue (‘62) and Jo Ellen Wright (‘81). Welcome!
Homecoming 2017: On Friday afternoon, Oct. 5, South hosted the
Laurier Rams for their annual Homecoming football games. Several
members of the SCAA executive were in attendance to help with a
BBQ fundraiser for South’s football program. Not only did our teams
win both those games but as of press time, both the junior and senior
teams remain unbeaten with a 5-0 record. Congratulations!
Related Note: Following last year’s incredible season, South’s senior
team was ranked #1 in Canada at the beginning of the year. How
impressive is that! And given the current standings, we seem to be
living up to our reputation. Keep up the good work, boys!

Film Night: 16mm Showcase
For more than a decade South Collegiate was the home of an active
Film Course. Hundreds of student-made films have survived from that
era, many of which have been archived at the school by the SCAA.
We decided it was time they were returned to the big screen!
Cameron Tingley (’72), an early alumnus of the film course, has
generously donated his time over the past four years
reviewing the collection and has compiled a 90-minute
presentation of the cinematic “gems” that he discovered.

Wednesday, November 22
7:30 PM - in the Atrium
Free admission but donations to the SCAA accepted at the door
Come out and experience this piece of South’s history!

Support the Alumni Association!
If you enjoy this newsletter and enjoy logging on to the alumni
website, help us defray some of the costs.

Become a sponsor for just $20 a year.
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South Collegiate Alumni Association.
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Graduating year ______________
Send cheques, payable to the South Collegiate Alumni
Association, to the mailing address in the box on the left
or make donations online with e-transfers.
THANK YOU!

